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BETTING

LAST WEEK

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Patrick Kelly, Cork moves past Andy Moran of Mayo in the Allianz Football League Division One game in McHale
Park, Castlebar earlier in the month. Bet365’s 5-6 for there to be under 30.5 points scored in total in the match is
advised. Picture: Pat Murphy / SPORTSFILE

Of our six recommendations
last weekend three were
winners with Avondale
United, recommended to beat
Everton (3pts 4-5 Cashman’s)
and win by two or more goals
(0.5pt 9-4 Cashman’s) and Sligo
Rovers, advised to account for
Cork City (1pt 4-5 generally),
both earning further profits
for the column.

Say no and we could be Albania could sway Swing vote
THE banner headline on our front page
yesterday was a warning from former
TD Bernard Allen: “Vote yes or we could
be Albania”.
He was banging on about the fiscal

compact, which although it sounds like
where a woman might hide change
when she runs out of powderpuff, is
actually the name for the European
Treaty that will decide our future.
My issue here is comparing us to

Albania, a country which the
has presently rated the

number one in the world to visit.
Not that these ratings mean anything,

but didn’t a city not far from here go
completely over the top when rated in
the top 10 to visit a few years ago?
Albania is a country with a difficult

past, but it is a nation that can hold its

head higher than us at the moment.
The Communist dictator Enver

Hoxha’s new year message to the
Albanian people in 1967 was the most
exquisitely honest I’ve ever heard
uttered by a politician: “This year will be
much harder than last year. On the other
hand, it will be easier than next year.”
That sums up the future of the Irish

people in the coming decades far better
than it does for Albanians.
● TWO European cup semi-finals and
two loud thuds as the Spanish giants
and overwhelming favourites were
knocked out this week.
Barcelona, so often hailed as the

greatest club side of all time in the past
couple of years, were beaten by a
10-man Chelsea doing there best im-
pression of Bolton.

The consequences of this are Catalan
hero and Barca manager Pep Guardiola
is being offered at 5-6 with Hills not to
be in charge on the opening day of next
season, while Robert Di Matteo, who
possesses a demeanour of one per-
manently surprised (and he should be)
is 4-5 in from 7-4 with Hills to be
Chelsea’s next permanent boss.
Munich, who brought the Special One

to his knees on Wednesday night, are

the favourites for the trophy at 4-9, with
Chelsea priced at 13-8. The final will be
played in Bavaria and Coral make the
home side 5-6 to win in 90 minutes.
Chelsea are 7-2 and the draw is 12-5.
Di Matteo was boss of West Brom

less than a year ago and although his
sacking there was not supported by
Baggies fans, who would have believed
that he would be coaching a team in the
Champions League final a year later.
West Brom are safe again this year

under Roy Hodgson, but if he were to
take the England job (6-1 with PaddyPo-
wer) what would be the odds on Alex
McLeish taking over. Having got Birm-
ingham relegated last year, he is 6-1 to
take Villa (with Richard Dunne returning)
down this season.
If he did, they would surely let him

take over the Hawthorns next year to try
and complete a city set.
● There are two more European Cup
semis this weekend of the rugby variety.
Rarely will you see evens offered on

two teams, but PaddyPower see it as a
toss of a coin between Clermont
Auvergn and Leinster in France.
Leinster are 6-4 favourites to win the

trophy with Clermont 7-4 second-favour-
ites. Ulster are 7-2, with Edinburgh the
rank outsiders at 18s (it’s 4-9 for the
northerners versus 9-2 in their game).
Recommendation: Since I gave my

neighbour Snap Tie at 16-1 and didn’t
back it myself on Tuesday I’ve been
avoiding a soggy Punchestown. But
we’ll give the nod to Swing Bill at 28-1
with Sporting Odds to overcome the
conditions in the Bet365 Gold Cup.

Rebels will win but
back the low scoreCHASING a third Allianz

National Football League
Division One title in a row,
Cork are the odds-on favour-
ites across the board to ac-
count forMayo in thedecider
at Croke Park on Sunday.

As short as 4-11 to lift the trophy
with Ladbrokes, the Rebels, 4-7 with
Paddy Power to win in regulation
time, are expected to double up on
their regular season victory over the
westerners at headquarters, the ven-
ue of their All-Ireland quarter-final
demise to the same opposition last
year.
However, the ‘chokers’ tag attrib-

uted to the Mayo senior footballers
over the years cannot be also associ-
ated with the current crop.
James Horan has instilled greater

levels of steel to the camp since
his arrival as bainisteoir and
already they have beaten the defend-
ing All-Ireland champions of 2010
and 2011 and the All-Ireland run-
ners-up of last year within the last
12 months in the league and champi-
onship.
In saying that, Mayo are neverthe-

less the outsiders for this occasion.
The Magic Sign have Horan’s men

at 5-2 to win the match and 2-1 to lift
the trophy though Boyles and Paddy
Power offer just 13-8 that Mayo pre-
vail by any means.
And despite anticipating a mam-

moth performance from the Con-
nacht champions, I expect Mayo to
have come up short in their quest by
the time the final whistle blows.
Losing last year’s All-Ireland

quarter-final to Horan’s side will
have hurt Cork and afterwards a
number of the players within the
panel admitted to not being quite
ready for the intensity Mayo
brought to the table that day.
But you can be sure they will be

this time.
It should not be underestimated

too how important Cork’s 0-14 to 0-13
victory on March 25 at Elverys
MacHale Park was in relation to
how the psychological pendulum
swings between the two teams.
Any edge Mayo got in that regard

last summer was eradicated that
afternoon as the Rebels came back
from a seemingly impossible posi-
tion to win a relatively low scoring
match and will arrive in the capital
brimming with confidence.
That, and the feelgood factor sur-

rounding the camp with key players
beginning to return, should be
enough to see Cork over the finish-
ing line in front by three or more
points.
Paddy Power’s 6-5 available for

Cork to cover a two-point handicap
is very manageable and punters
should take those odds.
Generally, Conor Counihan’s team

are 11-10 -2 points but Paddy Power’s
is the best offer around.
However, William Hill is the only

firm bettors should look to if they
fancy Mayo to stay extremely com-
petitive right to the end.
William Hill have pitched the han-

dicap margin at three points with

Mayo evens in receipt of such a buf-
fer.
As well as backing Cork to win by

three points or more however,
punters should also consider
bet365’s 5-6 for there to be under 30.5
points scored in total in the match.
In the 16 league encounters these

two have taken part in just three
have gone over the 30.5 total points
mark – Cork’s two clashes with
Down and Mayo’s semi-final meet-
ing with Kerry not including the
period of extra-time of course.
In Cork’s case 20, 33, 16, 30, 24, 27,

27 and 38 points were accumulated
in each of their eight games while in
Mayo’s 22, 28, 27, 27, 27, 28, 30 and 32

points in total were registered.
Obviously bets like these tend to

be weather dependent though so
maybe wait until the morning of the
game to decide whether or not you
feel it is worthy of investment.
The worse the weather is the more

likely the total will be under 30.5
points.
Cork have been finding the net

with pleasing regularity in this cam-
paign too with 10 green flags raised
in eight matches and two small
plays are advised on Colm O’Neill
registering a goal at anytime at 3-1
and first at 15-2, both with Lad-
brokes.
The Ballyclough clubman has an

eye for goal and is hitting form at
the right time.
In the curtain-raiser on Sunday

our ante-post investment on Kildare
winning the second tier title, 0.5pt at
3-1 with William Hill, will come
under the fiercest scrutiny from
Tyrone but no further bet in
advised.
However, there is value to be had

in the two finals being contested on
Saturday evening, especially in the
Allianz National Football League Di-
vision 4 decider between Fermanagh
and Wicklow.
And Peter Canavan’s Ernesiders

are put forward as the banker bet of
the weekend to defeat Wicklow by
two or more points at evens with
Paddy Power.
Finally, back Jason Ryan’s Wex-

ford giving Longford a one-point
cushion in the third tier final at
odds of 10-11 generally.
Wexford’s firepower should see

them prevail.
RECOMMENDATIONS

● Cork -2 (v Mayo)
2pts 6-5 Paddy Power;
● Total match score
Under 30.5 points
1pt 5-6 bet365;
● Colm O’Neill (Cork)
Anytime goalscorer
0.75pt 3-1 Ladbrokes;
● Colm O’Neill (Cork)
First goalscorer
0.25pt 15-2 Ladbrokes;
● Fermanagh -1 (v Wicklow)
4pts evens Paddy Power;
● Wexford -1 (v Longford)
1pt 10-11 generally.
● Already advised (on February 3)
Kildare to win NFL Division 2
0.5pt 100-30 William Hill.

SUNDAY
Allianz NFL
Division One

final
Mayo v Cork,
TG4, 4pm


