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As the shopping
pilgrima ge

c o n t i n u e s,
Robert O’Shea

go e s
mathematical

No magic formula
for a cool yuletide
AS THOSE of you with
up-to-date calendars will no
doubt have noticed,
Christmastime is nearly upon
us.
It’s a hectic time. But no
matter how hectic it gets, you
need to remember what
Christmas is really all about.
Before you get too caught up
in all the craziness and the
commercialism, take a
moment for quiet reflection,
and cut up your credit cards
into tiny pieces before they
send you to prison.
There is a nip in the air this
December (a nip is a unit of
measurement for cold and flu
germs. One nip = 1,000
germs) so make sure you
wrap up in a warm coat
before heading out of doors
and to town for your
Christmas shopping.
As I write, thousands of
people from across the county
are doing just this, gathering
for their annual pilgrimage to
the city to purchase gifts for
loved ones and to stand in the
queue in front of me for the
checkout.
Indeed, some people will
already have their Christmas
shopping done and are sitting
at home sipping port with a
smug grin on their faces. Our
only consolation is that many
of these people will choke
when they unravel their Visa
statements come January.
Preparations for my own
shopping excursion are
advanced.
My forehead will be plastered
with charity stickers in the
vain hope that people will
desist from shouting “S’port
SHARE please!” in my
direction; I have a comfortable
pair of walking shoes to cope
with the long slog from shop
to shop with a special steel
cap that can clear a path
through the densest crowd;
and I will be deeply drunk, so
I don’t really care how much I
spend or how suitable the
gifts are.
As tough as shopping for
Christmas can be, once we
get home with all the stuff
there is still the problem of
having to camouflage it in
some significant way.
Take a bow the researchers at
the University of Manchester,
for they have come up with a
mathematical formula for
wrapping Christmas presents.
The formula instructs
wrappers on the amount of
paper and sticky tape to use
and even the best pattern to
have on your wrapping paper.
They say: “If the paper is
striped, cut your square so
that the middle of the stripe
makes a right angle with an
edge and divides the square

into two equal parts. If it is
checked, cut the square so
that the edges of the paper
pass through the middle of
the squares in the pattern.”
I don’t know what the heck
that means either but their
formula for the perfect wrap
is: ½(d+2h+w) = 2(w+h),
where w = width of box, d =
depth of box and h = height of
box.
First, I wondered if this was
the best thing that university
professors could be doing
with their time. I wondered if
maybe the university
professors had been sniffing
pre-festive sherry they had
hidden in their satchels. But
after thinking about it for
several minutes, I decided
many of Christmas’s
traditional problems might be
solved with the help of maths.
(a) Putting up the tree Yo u r
tree has been standing for
exactly two hours. It was
perpendicular when you put it
into the tree-stand. It now
leans 95 degrees to the right.
The triangle formed by the
lean is 8 feet by 8.5 feet by 6
inches. When the bottom
measurement reaches 9
inches the tree will fall. When
will it topple over? (b) Gifts
Mary gave you a present
worth x amount of money last
year. You estimate that what
she gave you was worth y,
which is exactly half the
amount of x. Steve did exactly
the opposite. Jane gave you
z, which is ½xy. If z is E30,
explain, using a Venn diagram
if necessary, how much you
will spend if your equal outlay
to your three friends this year
is four times greater than that
of Steve’s last year?
(c) Christmas songs
Statistically speaking, this is
the time of the year when you
are most likely to hear the
popular ditties �����������	
��
�������������������� and
�����������������������	

�������� as you innocently
walk down a street. It is also
the season that sees the most
suicides.
(a) When a young child is left
alone in the room with it.
(b) What?
(c) I haven’t even posed a
question here, have I?
On reflection, Maths has
nothing to do with Christmas.
Pass the sherry.

COPE job swap
for fireman John
By DEIRDRE O’REILLY
deirdre.oreilly@eecho.ie

FIREMAN John Hos-
ford changed job — for
one day.

The Anglesea Street-based
fireman spend a day working
for the COPE Foundation for a
day to raise funds for the
Evening Echo Appeal in aid of
COPE Foundation.

Friends, family and work
colleagues sponsored John for
the day as he got a crash
course from COPE experts.

Speaking after his day’s
work, John said: “It was a
privilege and an honour for
me to work there for the day.”

His day started off at COPE
headquarters in Montenotte
where he was given a tour and
an insight into how the staff of
COPE care for 1,600 adults and
children in Cork city and
county with intellectual disab-
ilities. Then he went to the
John Bermingham Centre in
Glasheen. John said: “The
minute I arrived I was met

with hugs and kisses from the
cl i e n t s. ”

During the day John spent
time with two gym instructors
who put him on the treadmill
with the clients.

“What really struck me was

the dignity which each client
was treated with and the pride
the staff had in the job,” he
said.

After lunch he did karaoke
with the clients in Glasheen
despite the fact, on his own ad-
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the karaoke
session
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he takes
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Evening
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for COPE.
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Council criticised
for insensitivity
CORK City Council has been
accused of being mean and in-
sensitive to the elderly in the
run up to Christmas.

Independent Cllr Con
O’Connell was speaking after
it emerged the council had
sent out letters in November
to those availing of the refuse
collection waiver system
asking them to confirm their
current circumstances.

“Scrooge is alive and well in
City Hall. They should have
waited until after Christmas
to send those letters out. They
have no idea of the worry they
caused,” said Cllr O’Connell.

He also questioned why eld-

erly people on the system,
which provides free refuse col-
lection for people depending
on their means, should have
to reconfirm circumstances.

“These are people on a pen-
sion who could be 80 years
old. It is not likely their cir-
cumstances changed over the
year,” said Cllr O’Connell.

A council spokesman said
there was nothing ‘nasty’
behind the letter and the eld-
erly should not be worried:
“We do this every few years to
keep accounts up to date.”

Regional health
forums announced
CORK’S public representat-
ives will be able to raise
issues about the local health
service on a regional forum.

Concerns that local griev-
ances are no longer being
heard since the abolition of
the health boards were al-
layed with news that Mary
Harney is to set up four re-
gional health forums early
in the new year.

They will be made up of
representatives of the city
and county councils within
each of the four regions,
who will be able to make
representations to the HSE
on the range and operation

of health and personal
social services in their area.

The four forums will in-
clude one in the south com-
prised of 39 representatives.

Fine Gael TD Bernard
Allen gave a cautious wel-
come: “Prior to abolition of
the health boards, repres-
entatives attended monthly
meetings and informed
management of public con-
cerns. We need a firm com-
mitment from the Tánaiste
that these forums will be
more than talking shops.”

By GARETH NAUGHTON
gareth.naughton@eecho.ie

By EDEL O’CONNELL
edel.oconnell@eecho.ie

in aid of

WE NEED YOUR HELP
Please send donations to:

AIB, 66 South Mall,
A/C 11190028  Sort Code: 93-41-78

Organising a fund-raising event?

Please contact:

Deirdre:4802328    Lisa:4802289  
Orla:4802267       Wendy: 4802235

Christmas Appeal
mission, that he can’t sing.
Then John travelled with the
drivers to bring clients home
in the evening.

“They are a fantastic bunch
and the care that’s given is un-
believable. I just hope to God
everyone digs deep to support
this appeal because COPE de-
serves it.

“We could all learn a lot
from them. They are an amaz-
ing bunch of people and we’re
blessed in Cork to have COPE.
The clients could teach us all
about kindness and goodness
and how to look after one an-
other. I’m delighted I went
working there for the day. It
made me feel good,” said
Jo h n .

To sponsor John’s job
change contact him on (087)
2451180 to you can lodge dir-
ectly into the Evening Echo
Christmas Appeal account on
AIB South Mall on (021_
4276811 account number
11190028 — sort code 93 41 78.
The Evening Echo appeal aims
to raise €150,000 for COPE
Fo u n d at i o n .


