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NORTHSIDE AWARDS

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Brunell U18s claim monthly sports award
U18 NATIONAL CUP champions
Brunell were a fitting choice for the
monthly Northside and District
Sports Awards at a function in the
Ambassador Hotel.
In the U18 National Cup cam-

paign, Brunell remained unbeaten
in the qualifying tournament in the
Parochial Hall against Fr Mathew’s,
Oblate Dynamos and Templeogue.
Cup favourites DCU Mercy then

provided the opposition with Brunell
emerging on top and the side pulled
off a convincing win over Meteors in
the penultimate hurdle.

That put Brunell into the biggest
game of their young lives and,
cheered on by 200 supporters in the
National Basketball Arena Tallaght,
the Cork girls showed their creden-
tials to beat Tralee Imperials and
spark delightful scenes of celebra-
tion after captain Megan O’Leary
accepted the cup.
“It was a fantastic journey, we en-

joyed it and all credit to the girls on

securing outright honours,” coach
Kieran O’Leary said.
Brunell was founded in 1973 as

Falcons and from 1984, it came un-
der the Brunell banner.
Based in the Parochial Hall, the

club has almost 200 members,
making them one of the largest
ladies clubs in the county.
Affiliated to the Cork Ladies Bas-

ketball Board, Brunell caters for
players from U9 to senior and they
also play at SuperLeague level.
The club has enjoyed great suc-

cess over the years, winning the in-

termediate All-Ireland in 1985 and
national titles in U14A Club Cham-
pionship (2008/09) and U16A Club
Championship (2010/11).
The club entered at team at na-

tional league level in 1989/90, gain-
ing promotion to division one in the
mid 1990s.
Last season, Brunell reached the

National League final and were
automatically promoted to the Su-
perLeague. The club provides play-
ers for local schools, including St
Vincent’s and North Pres, which
have competed at national level.

Gods poop
on my first
day choices

CINDERS and Ashes. That’s what our hopes
were left among after yesterday’s first day at
the festival, and the Paddy Power website was
our Vesuvius.
There is no hiding place from this sort of dis-

aster. I started chasing my losses after the first
race and not only had I not caught up by
5.25pm, I needed binoculars to see how far
behind I was.
During Crufts last weekend, a dog taking part

in the assault course challenge was ahead of
the split times of the other dogs when, a few
metres shy of the line, he stopped to take a
poop.
Now none of my horses did this yesterday,

but judging from my luck so far, I wouldn’t rule it
out happening today.
By the Thursday afternoon last year I had re-

treated to my bedroom wardrobe and was
pouring Odlums flour over my head, and al-
though I haven’t reached those desperate
stakes yet, I’ve thrown away my sieve as a pre-
caution.
Having opposed Binocular and Hurricane Fly

in the big one, I thought I deserved a bit of luck
when going for the outsider Overturn at 20-1
(whom we tipped at 10-3 to beat Binocular in
the Fighting Fifth last November). He was a
gallant front-runner throughout, but because I
like my racing bets like I like my sunglasses
(placed squarely on the nose), I didn’t make a
penny.
During the four o’clock things were getting so

bad I began to hallucinate that the horses had
left the track and were running through the
middle of the course. Then I realised they had.
Gone To Lunch’s jockey had apparently left his
GPS back in the weighing room.
My thoughts were beginning to separate from

logic after that.
Halfway through the 4.40 I was considering

writing a letter to Jonjo O’Neill suggesting he
put specially moulded earphones into his
horse’s ears to see if they would run faster if
they were listening to the movie
theme.
This was a crazy idea, I soon realised.

Obviously a horse would run much faster if you
piped him the
It pains me to have to do this but here are my

tips for tomorrow.
Recommendation: Thursday: 1.30 Peddlers

Cross 3-1; 2.05 Poole Master 16-1; 2.40
Somersby 7-1; 3.20 Oscar Whisky 9-2; 4.00
Divers 8-1; 4.40 Saddlers Storm 20-1.

HOCKEY

IRELAND senior men’s hockey team are
still on course to reach the Olympics in
London after their 1-1 draw with Korea last
night, writes RORY NOONAN.
The Koreans were hot favourites to win,
but this draw will be a major boost to the
Irish side and it would be no great surprise
to see these two sides doing battle again
on Sunday in the final to see who goes
through.
It was the first major test of the tourna-
ment for Ireland, with both sides unbeaten
so far and the it lived up to expectations as
they battled for the full 70 minutes in a
hard fought 1-1 draw.
Korea, ranked sixth in the world, were
under pressure from Ireland early and the
home side took the lead when David Ames
scored the only goal of the first-half, when
he dived to tap in from a short corner.
Korean were much more to the fore after
the break, with Hyun Woo Nam key to all
their good moves. It was no great surprise
when he was on target after 41 minutes to
set up a tense finish for both sides. Action
swung from end to end and on a number
of occasions Ireland were thankful to
keeper, David Harte, for some top-class
saves.
Harte was named man of the match after-
wards for his display, but no doubt his
thoughts were with his twin brother,
Conor, who was stretchered off with seven
minutes to go after he took a blow to the
head. He is currently under observation in
St Vincent’s Hospital in Dublin, where he is
awaiting test results.
At the other end Korean keeper, Myung Ho
Lee, was also in fine form and he also
made a number of quality saves to keep
Ireland at bay to see it end all-square.
The outcome of today’s game leaves Ire-
land, Korea and Malaysia all still in the
hunt to qualify. From an Irish point of view
they will be hoping the other two draw
when they meet on tomorrow and a win
for Ireland on Saturday over Malaysia,
provided they beat Chile tomorrow, would
see them into the final.

FIXTURES
Tomorrow, March 15: Ireland v Chile.
Saturday, March 17: Ireland v Malaysia.

TENPIN BOWLING

THERE are nine weeks gone in the 2012
Winter/Spring Tuesday Morning Trios
League at the Leisureplex Coliseum and
we are now at the half-way stage with
Lucky Strike looking very comfortable
indeed, writes JIM DESMOND.
The situation is: 1st Lucky Strike, 42pts;
2nd Us 3, 33pts; 3rd Wannabes, 32pts. Ann
Corcoran of Wannabes rolled last week’s
high game of 177, she also had high series
of 315 and high game plus handicap of
229.
Stella Hickey of Odds ’n’ Ends rolled high
series plus handicap of 430, while Mary
Crowley of Ladies did very well by rolling
48 pins above her average.
Him ’n’ Her are still maintaining their lead
after nine weeks of the 2012 Winter/Spring
Monday Doubles League at the Leisureplex
Coliseum.
The position is, as follows: 1st Him ’n’ Her,
43.5pts; 2nd Bowling Stones, 42pts; 3rd
Ebony and Ivory, 39pts. Congratulations to
Ronan Leech of Him ’n’ Her, who rolled a
grand slam of highs last week.
He had a men’s high game of 224, men’s
high series of 589, men’s high game plus
handicap of 242, men’s high series plus
handicap of 643 and he rolled 47 pins
above his average.
Thao Scanlan of Ebony and Ivory rolled
last week’s women’s high game of 181, she
also had high game plus handicap of 237,
high series plus handicap of 619 and she
rolled 51 pins above her average. Aisling
O’Neill of Him ’n’ Her rolled last week’s
women’s high series of 493.
After seven weeks in the Lituanica 2012
League at the Leisureplex Coliseum the top
three positions are as they were last week
with Mercury leading the way on 26pts;
2nd Perekladina, 23pts; 3rd Uab It, 17pts.
Last week’s high game of 195 was rolled by
Darius of Silver Motors and he shared high
series of 329 with Tadas of Mercury.
On Sunday next, March 18th two rounds of

the Coast to Coast (Munster Travelling)
League will take place at the Leisureplex
Coliseum. There will be some great bowl-
ing in this event, so it would be well worth
a visit to the Coliseum on Sunday morn-
ing.

POOL
THE second semi-final match of the
Murphy’s B League took place on Friday
where Brannigan’s A got through to the
final after beating Roisín Dubh, writes
EDWARD ST LEDGER.
They will now face the Harp Bar on Friday,
March 23 in the Beer Garden, Turner’s
Cross.
Roisín Dubh got off to a flyer in the semi
final rushing into a 3-0 lead.
Anthony Gahan, Declan O’Callaghan and
Paul O’Leary won their games, but Bran-
nigan’s refused to give up with Damien
Long and then Brendan Sheehan winning
the next two frames to reduce the lead to
one (3-2).
John O’Sullivan won the sixth frame to
force a final frame showdown between
Brannigan’s Finbarr O’Sullivan and James
Hickey of Roisín Dubh.
It proved to be a close frame with Finbarr
O’Sullivan winning to send his team into
the final.
The Knockout Cup starts tonight.
This year’s nominated Indoor Cork Sports
Personality of the Year is Tony O’Regan of
The Red Cove Inn.

He has played in league and county teams
and is still playing and the committee
would like to congratulate him on landing
this honour.
The next delegate meeting is on tonight in
Quinlan’s Bar, Blackpool at 8pm.
The five-aside Straight Knockout Tourna-
ment will commence shortly.
After this the Beamish Cup/Beamish Plate
will be played.
This will be played over one weekend in
the coming weeks.
Also to be played is the Cork Individual’s
Tournament with the early rounds must
likely played in the next few weeks.
All entry forms for each tournament will be
passed out at the delegate meetings.
The Cork men’s county Pool team will be
out to win back the All-Ireland title they
won two years ago.
With the All-Ireland being held in Trabol-
gan a victory on home soil would be
sweet.
Sponsorship towards the cost of assem-
bling the team would be appreciated.
The last Irish Pool Association Tournament
of the season is on from March 23-25 and
will be held in Wexford.
Entries for this All-Ireland Individual Tour-
nament must be in this weekend. Best of
luck to Paul O’Donoghue from the Beer
Garden, who is ranked number one in Ire-
land and he’ll compete in this final event.
This final is scheduled for 6pm on Friday
March 23 where many hope to see him
beat Alan Mc Bennett of Cavan.

GAA

CORK, the Munster U21 football champi-
ons, will be interested observers at the
Limerick-Clare quarter-final at the Gaelic
Grounds tonight (7.30pm), writes MARK
WOODS.
John Cleary’s side play the winners in a
fortnight, Clare at Páirc Uí Rinn or Limerick
at the Gaelic Grounds.
Limerick won last year’s tie by 2-11 to 0-15
after extra-time and home advantage could
swing it there way again.
Clare have four of their senior panel avail-
able as well as senior hurler Cathal McIner-
ney.
Meanwhile, there’s an interesting tie in
Thurles, where Tipperary host Kerry for the
right to meet Waterford in the semi-final.
It’s the first game in charge for the
so-called dream team of manager Eamon
Fitzmaurice and Darragh Ó Sé who were
appointed after Kerry’s humbling 22-point
defeat by Cork last season.
Tipperary won the 2010 title and last
season captured the All-Ireland minor
crown.
They’ve players from both teams on view.
Aldo Matassa is the lone survivor from two
years ago while goalkeeper Evan Comer-
ford, full-forward Michael Quinlivan and
corner-forward Liam McGrath figured in
the minor triumph.
Kerry won the Munster minor title in 2009,
accounting for Tipp twice, and they’ll be
expected to advance.

Members of Brunell Basketball U18 squad, winners of the National Cup for the first time in their 39-year
history, at the PresentationDinner at Ambassador Hotel as AoibhinnMcGee, Sales andMarketingManager,
presents theNorthCity andDistrict SportsAward for February to their captain,MeganO’Leary. Includedare
Gerald McCarthy (McCarthy Sports Awards and Gifts) trophy sponsor, Cllr Declan Hurley, deputising for
Mayor of Cork County, Andrew Drumm, president and founder Brunell, Kieran O’Leary and Kevin Harris
(coach and asst coach), Kathleen Kelleher, team manager and Tony O’Sullivan, judge. Picture: Mike English

By JOHN TARRANT

Fermoy Hockey Club & Loreto Secondary School, who were mascots for Ireland v Korea at the Olympic
qualifiers in UCD last night. See report in Sports Digest.


