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Spreading the camogie
word is Mary’s mission

Sky duo should take a break after their off-air own goal
PERHAPS the most surprising thing about the fal-
lout since Andy Gray and Richard Keys decided to
have a private conversation on the merits of a
woman running the line during the Wolves-
Liverpool game at the weekend is that so much
was made of Sian Massey doing a good job.
For the life of me I can’t figure out why that mat-

ters. Surely she should be allowed to be as blind as
the rest of them.
So, if she had made a few poor decisions would

that have justified the comments?
Of course not, and just because she happens to

be a different gender as those players on the pitch
should not exclude her from the abuse hurled at
her colleagues on a regular basis by fans.
Some have claimed the Sky presenters’ com-

ments were merely banter, but it can clearly be
heard that no such jocular vibe was intended.
Their comments were simply idiotic and sexist.

They didn’t think a woman was up to the job
of understanding the rules off football and
raising a flag to indicate such.
If they truly believe this we can only hope they

have lost the respect of the
majority of the viewers who
tune in for their mostly inane
on-air analysis.
Roy Keane, once and only

once a pundit for Sky, de-
scribed the experience of
being in the same room as
Keys thus: “Never again. I’d
rather go to the dentist.”
There have been complaints that Keys and Gray

have got up to this behaviour before.
Another clip now doing the rounds is their

post-match reaction to the highlights of the 1998
FA Women’s Cup final, in which a display of dubi-
ous goalkeeping and ludicrous goals reduced them
both to helpless laughter.
This can hardly be construed as sexism though.

Peter Collins, John Giles and Graeme Souness
were sent into fits by the Angolan keeper Joao
Ricardo during their World Cup game in 2006 with
Mexico (he actually kept a clean sheet and just
flapped at a few crosses) and no one would accuse

those three of racism for
their reactions.
Someone has even dug

up footage of Keys as a
TV-am anchor for ITV in the
late 1980s saying to weath-
er woman Ulkrika Jonsson.
“Does the sunshine have
anything to do with you.”

Cheesy, yes. Sexist, no.
Personally, I find Keys’ hairy arms and Jamie

Redknapp’s trousers far more offensive than any-
thing they could possibly utter.
Keys and Gray were suspended from

last evening but their behaviour
should not be a sacking offence for two reasons.
First, tune in to a show like on ITV

and see if those behind the desk can go an entire
programme without saying something derogatory
about men.
Have a sense of humour when they sigh over the

prevalence of man flu and how men are useless
around the house.

But man flu is only a joke, right?
A survey by one of the biggest healthcare firms

of the UK published yesterday found more than
half of the female participants admitted to pulling a
sickie when not ill, compared with a third of men.
Try joking about this in your workplace and see

how far you get.
The second reason they should keep their jobs is

because what they said was only intended for each
other’s ears. If someone taped the average day of
slander that crosses the Sports desk we
would not be held in the esteem we are. We might
even appear uncouth to the unsterilised ear.
In some societies Gray and Keys might have

their tongues cut off for impugning the honour of a
woman. Perhaps instead of suspension they could
offer to take a break themselves and remain silent
for, say a month. Or as Andy might say to Richard:
“Take a vow, son.”
Recommendation: Get on Charlie Adam to be

an Anytime Goalscorer on the eve of his departure
from Blackpool when the play Manyoo tonight. It’s
5-1 with William Hill.

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Highfield’s
discipline
is not great

All-Ireland League
Division 1A

P W D L F A B Pts
O Belvedere 7 6 0 1 166 75 3 27
Cork Constit 7 5 1 1 143 118 2 24
St. Mary’s C 7 4 0 3 148 87 3 19
Yn Munster 7 3 0 4 120 119 3 15
Shannon 7 3 0 4 117 181 3 15
Blackrock C 7 3 0 4 135 160 1 13
Dolphin 7 2 0 5 102 147 3 11
Garryowen 7 1 1 5 99 143 4 10

Division 1B

Pl W D L F A B Pts
Clontarf 7 6 0 1 169 105 2 26
Buccaneers 6 5 0 1 150 89 1 21
Lansdowne 7 3 0 4 197 132 6 18
Bruff 7 4 0 3 119 129 0 16
Dungannon 6 3 0 3 135 137 3 15
UL Bohs 7 2 0 5 106 130 3 11
UCC 7 2 0 5 120 213 3 11
Galwegians 7 2 0 5 100 161 2 10

Division 2
P W D L F A Bon Pts

B’ynahinch 6 6 0 0 214 55 4 28
U.C.D. 6 6 0 0 183 94 3 27
Bective Rgs 7 5 0 2 146 86 3 23
Ballymena 5 4 0 1 144 76 5 21
Midleton 7 5 0 2 136 110 1 21
Terenure C 7 4 1 2 131 121 2 20
Belfast Harl 7 4 0 3 130 130 4 20
Corinthians 6 4 0 2 152 98 3 19
Malone 7 3 0 4 137 135 3 15
Queens Univ 7 3 1 3 116 140 1 15
Dublin Univ 7 2 0 5 119 109 5 13
D.L.S.P. 7 2 0 5 86 178 3 11
Old Wesley 7 1 0 6 114 177 3 7
O Crescent 7 1 0 6 85 165 2 6
Thomond 6 1 0 5 72 175 2 6
Clonakilty 7 1 0 6 95 211 0 4

Division3
P W D L F A Bon Pts

Instonians 7 7 0 0 154 106 2 30
Seapoint 7 6 0 1 184 96 4 28
City of Derry 7 5 0 2 206 128 6 26
Greystones 7 5 0 2 213 120 4 24
Banbridge 7 5 0 2 207 127 4 24
Naas 6 4 0 2 123 84 3 19
NUIM Barnh 7 4 0 3 124 125 3 19
Sunday's W 7 3 0 4 168 147 5 17
Nenagh Orm 6 3 1 2 122 90 2 16
Rainey O Bs 7 3 0 4 165 159 3 15
Highfield 7 3 1 3 111 108 1 15
Suttonians 7 1 2 4 137 196 3 11
Wanderers 7 2 0 5 98 169 1 9
Ards 7 1 0 6 97 193 3 7
Navan 7 1 0 6 89 172 2 6
Connemara 7 0 0 7 94 272 1 1

HIGHFIELD assistant coach Dave O’Brien
wasn’t in the mood for making excuses
after his side lost to NUIM Barnhall, the
Kildare side’s first win on the road this
season, SEAN McCARTHY.
They were the better team but didn’t

show it on the scoreboard. Even though
the side haven’t played a competitive
game together since mid November,
O’Brien wasn’t for using that as an
excuse.
“Rustiness didn’t have a whole lot to do

with it. I think our option taking was poor
at critical times in the game,” he said.
“When we were trying to get back into

the game we just took the wrong options.
“We gave up pitch position very easily,

we kicked poorly, we missed tackles and I
think our discipline was poor and that was
a huge part of it.
“Discipline is something we talked about

during the training sessions and before
the game today and it was still poor. It was
about 15-4 against us that wasn’t down to
the ref. That was down to us. You might
be able to take two penalties off due to the
ref but you’re still looking at a huge pen-
alty count and a huge negative ratio
against us. It certainly doesn’t help in the
way we’re trying to play the game.
“We’re disappointed, I thought we star-

ted well and we played the first 15 minutes
the way we talked about beforehand but
when we started to take the wrong options
we started to panic a bit and started to
take bad options and as a result we
couldn’t play the game we were trying to
play. We played like a team of individuals.
“Once we started building phases in the

last 10 or 15 minutes we showed what we
can do. When we did put phases together
we showed what we could do.”
Next up for the Bishopstown club is a

huge local derby next Friday night against
the Well.

SEE FRIDAY’S CORK SPORTS WORLD FOR OUR SCHOOLS RUGBY FEATURE

Well are aiming to
get back on track
THEdomestic seasonmaybe
less than halfway through,
but for Sunday’s Well it’s
already sink or swim time as
they prepare to do battle
with Highfield in Friday
night’s eagerly awaited
derby encounter.

Supporters of the Well have been
encouraged to turn out in numbers
for what is undoubtedly the club’s
biggest game of the year, and not
just because of the opposition.

Lying mid-table with 17 points
from seven games, promotion is
still very much on the cards for the
third division outfit, but they need
to start picking up points again
quickly after suffering a sharp
downturn in fortunes.

Having won their opening three
games of the season, the Well have
now lost four in a row, all against
teams above them in the table.

Four sides will gain automatic
promotion to division two at the
end of the current campaign, with
the fifth placed side scheduled for a
play-off.

At present, the Well lie two places
and seven points off the leading
pack. The gap is not insurmount-
able, but they need to start eating
into it, and soon.

“The league table doesn’t lie,”
says chairman Mick Collopy, who
played for the club between 1985
and 1993.

“Friday night’s match will be ab-
solutely critical for us, but if we can
win that, I believe we can start put-
ting results together, and we can get
back into the mix.”

The prospect of gaining automat-
ic promotion is something which
not even the most one-eyed Well
fanatic could have envisaged two
seasons ago, when just 80 minutes
stood between them and a poten-
tially ruinous plunge into the mire
of junior rugby.

Having finished second from
bottom in division three, they
entertained Cashel in a winner-
takes-all play-off, a game that will
go down alongside the 1994 Munster
Senior Cup final as one of the most
important in the club’s history.

On a tumultuous April afternoon,
however, they held their nerve to
maintain senior status.

Meanwhile, radical backstage
changes were afoot with the ger-
mination of a new five year plan, a
strategy designed to ensure that
such anguish was confined to the
past.

Renovation was needed across the
board, from the administrative
nucleus right down to the written
constitution.

Financial stability was a key con-
cern, but as explained by Collopy,
the essence of the plan revolved
around the club’s marrow and
bone.

“We had to ask ourselves where
we wanted to be in five years time,

and we saw ourselves as a viable
second division club.

“The word viable is very import-
ant, particularly for an amateur
club. We cannot afford to hock what
little assets we have in trying to get
to a place that we can’t really sus-
tain.

“There is no point being up there
at the top but not viable, because all
you’re doing is mortgaging your
future. And we wouldn’t do that.

“Two years ago, the economic cli-
mate was vastly different to what it
is now, and it would have been easy
to open up a chequebook in order to
get us going.

“We could easily have lost the run
of ourselves at that particular time,
but we didn’t.

“We remained true to the ethos
that we were going to have players
who wanted to be here.

“Anybody who has played for
Sunday’s Well understands that
passion, that “small club-big heart”
element. The main core of the plan
was to create a club of desire, a club
that players genuinely wanted to
play for.

“The jersey should mean

something, regardless of position in
the league or financial incentive.
That should be the core of any
amateur rugby club, a club of
desire.”

So far so good. A superb youth
structure has been augmented by a
number of shrewd acquisitions over
the last 18 months, whilst member-
ship has also increased by 40%.

Last season was very much a case
of consolidating their senior status,
which they did by finishing sixth in
the league. This season, promotion
is a target, albeit slightly ahead of
schedule.

“With four and potentially five
teams going up as opposed to just
two, a bit of a door has been opened
for us which we wouldn’t have seen
when we were drawing up the
plan,” says Collopy.

“We would have seen ourselves at
this point in time being in a promo-
tional race, but probably looking at
next year by the time we would
have definitely achieved it.

“If we don’t get promotion this
year, however, it doesn’t change
where we want to be and what we
can achieve. We can be a viable
second division club by the end of
year five.”

Of course, that may happen an
awful lot sooner, and victory over
Highfield on Friday would set them
up nicely for the second half of the
season.

Highfield, of course, have ambi-
tions of their own, the same ambi-
tions most likely.

Two points behind their rivals in
the table, there’s no reason why
they can’t also mount a successful
challenge for promotion, though
one suspects the winner of Friday’s
match may well keep the other at
bay.

With so much at stake, there
really is no better place to be than
Musgrave Park, wrapped up well
and ready to absorb everything
which makes this funny old game a
thing of intense beauty.

“For anyone interested in Irish
sport then it’s worth a look,” claims
Collopy

“There’s always been rivalry
between Highfield and Sunday’s
Well, as there is with any two local
clubs pitched in the same division.

“Is it intense? Yes, but it’s an en-
joyable rivalry. It’s a respectful
rivalry, and will continue to be so.
It’s based on good friendship,
really.

“As for who’s going to get the
bragging rights? I don’t know.

“Form and all of those things go
out the window when you get to a
local derby.

“We’re only about half way
through the league, but the differ-
ence between the clubs will be
known at about 9pm on Friday
night.”

Francis Moynihan is part of a Sunday’s Well front row that will be asked serious questions by Highfield this
weekend.

FRIDAY,
AIL Division Three,

Sunday’s Well v Highfield
Musgrave Park, 7.30pm

INCH ROVERS and Killeagh
dual All-Ireland star Mary
O’Connor, director of camo-
gie development with the
GAA, wants to see the game
developed and established in
the “weaker counties” of
Donegal, Mayo and Offaly.

“It’s a broad-ranging brief, but es-
sentially it’s all about trying to grow
the game in the weaker areas and
trying to consolidate in the likes of
Cork, Tipperary and Kilkenny.

“I have seven regional develop-
ment officers and I work closely
with them.

“There have been huge advances
in camogie in places like Mayo and
Donegal which would be non-tradi-
tional areas but we are putting the
effort in because we want to have a

presence in every county,” said
Mary as she collected the Boardwalk
Sports Star of the Month award yes-
terday.

“The football counties are obvi-
ously going to be mainly football
counties, but it’s no harm for them
to get a taste of camogie as well,”
said Mary who has been working
with Croke Park for the last two
years.

“One stat to prove the growing
popularity of the game is that in 2006
we had 490 clubs and, at the moment
in the Association we have 557 clubs

and that’s a huge growth rate by any
standards,” she said.

On the club front, Mary is de-
lighted that Killeagh are back in the
spotlight again.

“It’s great that we are back senior
and great for the club. It’s our first
year back since 1988 and for a club
like Killeagh with such a history in
men and women GAA, it’s great to
be back senior.

“With Inch Rovers we have been
knocking on the door for a while and
Donoughmore had been the domin-
ant force in ladies football in Cork
for a number of years – they won 10
or 11 county titles in a row — but
then we came through the interme-
diate ranks and we had players that
came back and we won the county
and the All-Ireland.

“We certainly weren’t lacking in

motivation on All-Ireland final day
having lost twice to the opposition,”
O’Connor said.

The high point of the year for her
were the two county final victories
in camogie and ladies football and
she said they were on a par because
without them, she would not have
got to the All-Irelands.

“Our aim was to win counties in
both and once we put our shoulders
to the wheel and gave it a lash,
things came right for us.

“With Inch we’d love to win it
again and prove that it was not a
flash in the pan.

“The team is young but that does
not always augur well for the future,
but we are hoping we can keep the
team together and for Killeagh in
the camogie we just want to compete
in the senior A grade.

“We know we are on a learning
curve and we want to do ourselves
justice.

“It’s a year for us to consolidate –
nothing more, nothing less,” said
Mary at yesterday’s lunch where
Munster’s James Coughlan was also
honoured after that famous win over
Australia at Thomond Park.

And the bottom line for Mary is
that she has no intention of hanging
up her boots or hurley and retiring.

“I am re-charging the batteries at
the moment but I have no intention
of calling it a day.

“If you go back too soon, you will
only be going through the motions
and that’s not me.

“It’s not something that has
crossed my mind to be honest. Retir-
ing is not in my thoughts at the mo-
ment, not at all,” she added.

Mary O’Connor, winner of the Boardwalk Sports Star of the Month award for December with her
parents Diarmuid and Mary outside the Boardwalk Bar & Grill. Picture: Richard Mills

John Gately, Proprietor Boardwalk Bar & Grill with Mary O’Connor and Lady Mayoress Catherine
O’Connell and the Lord Mayor of Cork Cllr Michael O’Connell. Picture: Richard Mills


