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Continued
from page 62
No one working at the station seems too
sure if it is coming and I’m a little wor-
ried, because a mother and son from
England told me that their train from
Tavira to Faro never turned up earlier
that day.

I am finally directed to a train. The
only problem is that it is empty and
there are no lights on in it. I decide to
stand by the door and get on if it starts
moving.

It gives a little jump so I hop on. I
decide to sit in one of the carriages in
the dark; I’m so tired I don’t mind if I
have to sleep here. After a few minutes
the lights flick on.

Still nobody gets on, but after years of
travelling with Iarnród Éireann, I still
have a sneaking suspicion a Christian
Brother will sit next to me.

People drip on over the next half hour.
It may be the 22.25 train by name, but it
is the 23.10 train in practice. By the time
it pulls out of the station I don’t really
care if it goes to Tavira or not once it is
actually moving somewhere.

We pick up lots of kids at stations on
the way; it seems to be the courting loca-
tion of Algarve teenagers.

Boys with strong aftershave throw
shapes as they stroll the aisles; girls
with wet, just-washed hair, flash smiles
at them from their seats.

The train does get to Tavira. Before
getting a taxi to the hotel I must get
money from the hole in the wall.

In front of me in the queue are too
young Portuguese men who are drunk.

One is taking out money, the other is
pissing in the bin. The latter shouts an
insult at some English people walking
past. He takes me in.

“Are you English?”
“No, Irish, Irlanda.”
“Good. I hate the English.”
It’s just a Saturday night like being at

home!
● S AT U R DAY: Robert’s next column.

City confident for
Ramblers clash
WITH ten goals in their opening two games,
from ten different goalscorers, Cork City go
into Sunday’s Under-21 League clash (2pm)
with near-neighbours Cobh Ramblers in con-
fident mood, ��������	
����
��

One of the few players to have played in
both matches so far this season is left-back
Ray Lally who has played his part in keeping
the opposition at bay while also getting for-
ward to support the attack.

“We’ve been scoring a good few goals so
we’ll try and keep our defence strong again
and keep scoring the way we are; keep play-
ing the football we’re playing,” he says.

“Hopefully we’ll keep it that way as our de-
fence is pretty strong and we’re playing
proper football, creating goals and scoring
them.”

For the past year Lally has played both
Under-21 and youth football for City and this
season he will be joined in the Under-21
squad by even more of his youth team col-
leagues as the progression of players
through the ranks at the club continues.

“Paul Bowdren has done a good job with
us last year; we won the league and we went
far in the National Cup. We had a good
youths team and there’s a good few players
coming up.”

Cobh got their Under-21 campaign off to a
start on Tuesday night with a 1-1 draw
against UL at St Colman’s Park but, having
come out on top in each of last season’s four
meetings between the sides, City will be
hoping to secure all three points again.

Tor res
looking
for some
action
SPAIN’S tough young striker
Fernando Torres admits he
found it hard watching his
team-mates spurn a hatful of
chances as they laboured to
their opening Euro 2004 win
over Russia.

But, even though the
Atletico Madrid forward
made a telling impact when
he came on as substitute for
skipper Raul, he accepts he
will again be on the bench
for tonight’s clash with
Greece.

His anguish from the side-
lines was felt by a vast army
of 20,000-plus Spanish fans
in Faro, all of whom will want
to see something more con-
vincing against the Greeks.

He said: “I suffered a lot, I
hated watching from the
bench. We had some prob-
lems because we could not
score more goals.

“While I was sitting on the
bench, I suffered. We played
better than Russia but we
were not sharp with our
shots.”

But he accepts that to-
night’s showdown against a
Greek side who deflated
Portugal in the opening
game will be a very tough
one for Spain.

He said: “It would be
wrong to think we are going
to finish first in the Group A
after winning a match.

“I said before the tourna-
ment that Greece would be
the surprise and they’ve
demonstrated it against
Portugal.”

The Spanish – who were
pipped by Greece to first
place in their qualifying sec-
tion after a 1-0 home defeat
in Zaragoza – were not sur-
prised by the fine start made
by the team they meet to-
night.

Midfielder David Albelda
said: “We have to be very
careful with Greece. They
are capable of beating every
team in the tournament.

Juan Carlos Valeron will
probably come into the start-
ing line-up in place of
Fernando Morientes.

David Beckham believes England are resilient enough to bounce back against the Swiss. Picture: PA Photo

Swiss optimistic as ZZ tops England
LIVERPOOL’S Stephane
Henchoz insists that
Switzerland are capable of
cashing in on the pressure
inflicted by France on
England to pull off a major
European Championship
shock tomorrow.

Sven-Goran Eriksson’s
side have been nursing the
psychological wounds in-
flicted by Zinedine
Zidane’s two injury-time
goals at their Lisbon train-
ing camp before travelling

to Coimbra today.
They have also suffered

the loss of Nicky Butt with
knee ligament damage and
wait on the ankle injury to
Paul Scholes.

And Henchoz believes
the pressure of expectation
will also weigh heavily in
a match which England
have to win following their
2-1 opening game defeat.

“The result against
France was disappointing
for their whole team,” said

Henchoz, likely to start on
the bench against England
after coming on in the
second half in
Switzerland’s opening goal-
less draw against Croatia.

“They didn’t deserve to
lose. They know they
should have won and that
means the pressure is now
on them,” he said.

A Switzerland sitting
back and defending in
busy, workmanlike style
could prove to be

England’s biggest problem.
Coach Jacob Kuhn,

however, maintains
Switzerland will score
while Henchoz, who has
had a frustrating season at
Anfield, is optimistic but
re a l i s t i c.

“We have to accept that
England is a big football
nation and that we are
very small,” said Henchoz.

“The pressure is on
them, they have to quali-
fy,” he added.

Stephane Henchoz is very
optimistic for Swiss.

Becks ready to
vent his anger
DAVID BECKHAM warned
Switzerland that England are
ready to take out the anger
and frustration from their
last-gasp defeat by France in
tomorrow’s clash to revive
their Euro 2004 qualifying
hopes.

England face the Swiss in Coimbra
knowing that, although defeat would
spell elimination after their 2-1 set-
back against France, victory could
transform their group position.

While Nicky Butt has been ruled
out of the tournament with a knee in-
jury, Sven-Goran Eriksson is hopeful
that Paul Scholes will recover in time
from a twisted ankle to face the
S w i s s.

Having initially rated the midfield-
er as a 50-50 chance, the odds seem to
have improved, even if a final de-
cision will be left until after this
evening’s training session at the sta-
dium.

“I think Scholes will play but I’m

not sure. The decision will be taken
after training tomorrow,” revealed
Eriksson last night.

While Owen Hargreaves is on
standby, Eriksson needs his side to
dig deep into their mental reserves to
banish the memory of their dramatic
defeat by France.

Beckham added: “We want to take
the game to Switzerland. There’s a lot
of frustration from the game against
the French and that will be taken out
in this match. As soon as that whistle
goes, we will be at them.

“It’s not anger where we want to go
out and kick players. It’s anger where
we want to go out and win games and
make people believe in us.

“That’s a great thing about being
English. People get knocked down
but, when they respond in the right
way, English people respect that.

“If we can do that by winning this
game, we will be loved even more

than we are now and it’ll be good for
us in the future.”

Then again, while Beckham be-
lieves England have the traditional
qualities of passion and strength in
adversity, Eriksson has also imbued
a sense of calmness under pressure.

“The English mentality has always
been about wearing your heart on
your shirt and that’s not changed,”
added the England captain.

“But Mr Eriksson brings calmness
to the team as well. The last thing he
said to us the other night before go-
ing out was ‘keep your heads’. Not
many managers have probably said
that over the years!

“All the players know that you
have to stay concentrated for the
whole 90 minutes – and more. It’s a
lesson for us, but a good lesson, as
hopefully it won’t happen again.”

John Terry is poised to return to
the central defence after recovering
from a hamstring injury, even
though Ledley King performed su-
perbly against France.

By MARK BRADLEY
Euro 2004

Tonight’s football
Greece v Spain, kick-off 5.00 (BBC 1,
Network 2 and Eurosport).
Russia v Portugal, kick-off 7.45 (UTV
and Network 2).


