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SPORTS
BETTING

Carbery Rangers' John O'Rourke in action during the win over Caslehaven.
The west Cork side should be a good bet to win by two points or more against
Bishopstown. Picture: Larry Cummins

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Peter McNamara

All signs point to a Minnesota Super Bowl victory
THE Minnesota Vikings played the
Green Bay Packers in the early hours
of this morning but because we are
forced (through headlocks) to write this
article a full day before the paper goes
to print we have no idea what
happened.
Our best guess is that the Packers
won. Earlier in the week we did a small
preview of the game and told you that
this corner of the paper had a crush on
the Minnesota Vikings, despite their
being 150-1 to win the Super Bowl.
The way this newspaper business
works is that a colleague has to read
what you write before it goes into the
paper, ensuring it fits and the grammar
is correct, and this is certainly essential
in my case as I laterally can’t spell.
Anyway, a certain colleague read my

thoughts on the American football
season and admitted he didn’t know
much about the NFL, asked me a few
questions, and I pretended that I did,
casually throwing off phrases like “their
quarterback has a good arm” and “I
like their tight end”.
Anyway, about a half-hour passed and
another colleague lifted his head from
a morning of typing up county
championship news and enquired if
anyone had watched the TV show The
Vikings?
No one had, but the first colleague
raised his head over his computer
screen and told me in no uncertain
terms that this was surely a sign to
back the team of the same name that I
had a soft spot for.
Now years ago I might have fallen into

this trap, before I came to the painful
realisation that there is no rhyme or
reason to the universe and there is
certainly no sense in losing money on
coincidences.
Not 15 minutes later, our pictures
editor stood up on a desk in the middle
of the news room (this isn’t a regular
occurrence, but you have to expect the
unexpected in a newspaper office) and
started shouting towards the other end

of the room at the top of his voice: “I’m
going to Minnesota! I’m going to
Minnesota!”
I didn’t get a chance to establish the
reason for this but guessed it had
something to do with the next venue
for the Ryder Cup.
As the youngsters of today might say,
this was just too random, so I placed a
€1,000 on the Vikings.
No, of course I didn’t. I didn’t put a
single cent on them and although it
marks a certain maturity in my punting
lifestyle, I’ve also lost the romance of
throwing away some hard-earned
money on a Hail Mary pass.
Sometimes, of course, you can read
too much into “signs”.
Before my recent nuptials, some of the
bridesmaids saw an owl.

They checked up google and found out
that seeing the bird was a bad omen,
so they kept this information from the
bride and the most superstitious
bridesmaid.
What happened? Nothing.
Unless you include, the latter
bridesmaid’s dress splitting minutes
before the ceremony and delaying
everything for an hour.
Quite a few things went wrong on the
day actually, but Kerry still managed to
beat Mayo that day and go on to
become All-Ireland champions.
To paraphrase, Kieran Donaghy: owl,
whaddaya think of thatttt? I bet he
doesn’t give two hoots.
Recommendation: The Minnesota
Vikings to win the Super Bowl at 150-1
with Ladbrokes, Coral, William Hill.

Everton can
force a draw
EVERTON have won five and lost just
one of their last eight Barclays Premier
League away matches while
Manchester United have won just one
of the last five Premier League games
against the Toffees (W1 D1 L3).
With those statistics in mind, Boyles’
quote of 16-5 about the club’s meeting
at Old Trafford on Sunday lunchtime
ending level is worth taking a punt on.
Recommendation: Man United v
Everton
Draw
1pt 16-5 Boyles.

Ross can
prevail
by two
or more
DOUGLAS and Sarsfield’s
will contest the Cork County
SHC final if the layers’ opin-
ions on how the former side’s
semi-final replay tussle with
Glen Rovers will pan out, are
correct.

Cathal Collins’ southsiders are
8-11 with Boyles and Paddy Power to
advance to the decider at the second
opportunity against the northsiders.
However, bet365’s 7-5 about the

Glen will appeal to punters.
The draw is 17-2 with bet365 and

Boyles.
Nemo Rangers take on Ballincollig

in the Cork County SFC semi-final
and are 4-9 with Boyles and Power to
win in regulation time.
Collig, however, have upset the

odds on more than one occasion this
year and, at 9-4 (Power), will have
their backers.
The draw is 15-2 with both firms.
Carbery Rangers, 4-7 with Boyles

to win the match, might be worth
supporting -1 to overcome Bishop-
stown, offered at 15-8 by Power and
Ladbrokes, in the other semi-final.
The draw is 15-2 generally.
Recommendation
Carbery Rangers -1
2pts 10-11 Paddy Power.

● Meanwhile, Cork City are no
better than 1-2 to win again in the
SSE Airtricity League Premier Divi-

sion tonight as John Caulfield’s men
tackle Drogheda United.
The Rebel Army’s odds are likely

to become more prohibitive as the
day goes on but Drogheda, under
Damien Richardson’s guidance,
should not be underestimated.
bet365 lay Drogheda at 13-2 while

the draw is a top-price of 100-30 with
Boyles.
● Additionally, yesterday, Channel
4 pundit Graham Cunningham, ar-
guably the shrewdest horse racing
judge around, offered his tuppence
on Sunday’s Prix de l’Arc de Tri-
omphe to the sportinglife website.
“I won’t be going in too hard on

the day,” Cunningham said. “That
said, it’s nigh-on impossible to sit on
your hands for a race like this.
“So here goes: I don’t like Treve;

I’m neutral regarding Ectot and
Avenir Certain; I do like Taghrooda;
I like Just A Way despite nagging
stamina concerns; and I think Gold
Ship is more than capable of adding
to Japan’s fine recent record in the
Arc.
“Push me still and I might say that

Gold Ship and Tagrooda are the pair
to nose on.”
Gold Ship is currently quoted at

Paddy Power’s 12-1 however, is as
short as 7-1 with 888sport.
Tagrooda, meanwhile, is the 5-1 fa-

vourite to win the French classic.
Interestingly, Tapestry’s odds

have contracted into an in-
dustry-low of Boyles’ 9-1 however,
you can still back Aidan O’Brien’s
charge at 14-1 elsewhere.
Tapestry has been supplemented

to the tune of €120,000 to take his
place in the line-up, a significant
move by Ballydoyle connections.

Last week
THE headline shout was for
the Cork-Dublin All-Ireland
Ladies Football final to end
level (1pt 10-1) while a minor
investment was advised on the
draw/draw half-time/
full-time call (0.25pt 50-1).

Additionally, Arsenal (2pts
4-5) were given to beat Spurs
while Liverpool-Everton was
tipped to end 2-2 (1pt 14-1).

Chelsea favoured
CHELSEA have been installed as 4-6
match-betting favourites to topple
Arsenal at Stamford Bridge in the
Barclays Premier League on Sunday
afternoon.
The draw is 3-1 with Boyles.
Arsenal, however, have lost just one of
their last 14 Premier League games
since defeat at Stamford Bridge in
March and are 19-4 with BetVictor to
defeat their London rivals.
Diego Costa is 7-2 favourite to score
the first goal according to Boyles,
Paddy Power and Ladbrokes.

Fintry leads market
FINTRY is pitched in as the favourite to
land the spoils in the Kingdom of
Bahrain Sun Chariot Stakes on
Saturday afternoon at Newmarket.
Andre Fabre’s charge is merely 9-4
with skyBET, Paddy Power, Stan
James, 888sport and winner to prevail.
Stan James, Ladbrokes and William Hill
have second-favourite Integral laid at
odds of 100-30 while Miss France,
another Fabre runner, is a
best-available 6-1 with bet365.

Reds are underdogs
MUNSTER venture to Aviva Stadium
tomorrow to contest a Guinness PRO
12 meeting with fierce rivals Leinster
but Anthony Foley’s outfit are unlikely
to win in the eyes of the
odds-compilers.
888sport, for instance, are laying the
Reds at 11-4 to post a victory.
A number of shrewd commentators on
the game believe those odds may be a
tad dismissive as a much-improved
Munster display is expected in the
capital than has been shown in recent
weeks. Leinster are 2-5 (sportingbet).


