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BETTING

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Shamrock Rovers’ Gary
Twigg scores the equal-
iser against Cork City
from a header in the dying
seconds of injury-time
during Rovers’ last league
visit to Turner’s Cross
back in March.

LAST WEEK

Expect goals as
Rovers host CityAIRTRICITY LEAGUE

IN 14 of the 26 Airtricity
League Premier Division en-
counters Shamrock Rovers
and Cork City have played
in, both teams have scored
and the possibility of that
occurring in Tallaght Stadi-
um tonight is rated an
even-money shot which is
worthy of punting consider-
ation.
No less than 80 goals were recor-

ded in those aforementioned 26
league games averaging at 3.1 goals
per match involving Rovers and City
and William Hill’s 10-11 for over 2.5
goals scored in the capital is the best
around while the prospect of under
2.5 goals is the same price generally.
The statistics suggest it would be

naive to put anybody off Hill’s quote
but factoring in how open matches
obviously are when these two are
participating, as well as the potency
City are displaying recently in par-
ticular, slight preference is for tak-
ing Boyles’ and Hill’s offer of evens
that both teams find the net instead
due to the slightly more inflated
odds available in that market.
Prior to beating Shels away 2-1 on

April 27 City had failed to notch on
the road in the league but since then
they have had a missed penalty
against St Pat’s in a 0-0 draw and
scored against Drogheda United
away in a 1-1 stalemate so it is appar-
ent that there is greater confidence
within the squad even if playing out-
side of the comforts offered by Turn-
er’s Cross.
Rovers have been far from water-

tight either — only Shels and Bray
Wanderers have conceded more
times than them of all the teams cur-
rently in the top nine placings,
though it must be said that of the 17
goals Stephen Kenny’s men coughed
up 12 of those were away from Tall-
aght Stadium – but it would still be a
minor surprise if a resurgent City
fail to breach their defence.
Rovers are 8-15 to collect three

points at Paddy Power, BLUESQ and
Ladbrokes however, the Dubliners’
performances of late were less than
convincing and despite being
odds-on favourites across the in-
dustry in advance of the seasonal
kick-off Rovers can be supported at
6-4 with bet365 currently and trail
Sligo Rovers by seven points.
There is no doubting that they are

a less formidable outfit thus far this

term and a progressive City, 6-1 with
BetVictor (11-2 Boyles, Power) to
earn a fifth league win, are worth
siding with to post a positive result.
The Rebel Army have won five,

drawn two and lost two of their last
nine competitive outings since los-
ing 3-0 away to Limerick in the EA
Sports Cup and those two losses
were a 1-0 reverse to Ian
Baraclough’s league leaders and a
1-0 defeat away to Limerick again,
this time in the Munster Senior Cup,
a competition way down on the list
of Tommy Dunne’s priorities.
Punting on the straight win at 6s

may be overstretching the mark,
however, so back City to small stakes
at 4s generally in the draw no bet
market as your stake will be re-
turned if the match finishes
all-square.
With a seasonal break coming up

the Leesiders can throw absolutely
everything into this fixture in the
knowledge they have plenty of time
to recover before Derry City head to
Turner’s Cross on June 22.
Furthermore, if Monaghan United

can deny Rovers victory and Limer-
ick cause them untold problems in
their previous two fixtures it should

be well within City’s capabilities to
add to the pressure beginning to es-
calate on Stephen Kenny.
Recommendations: Shamrock

Rovers v Cork City Both teams to
score 2.5pts evens Boyles, William
Hill; Cork City draw no bet 0.5pt 4-1
generally.

GAA
TWICE this season Longford have

beaten Wexford but Jason Ryan’s
Slaneysiders should win the match
that really matters between the
teams at Croke Park on Sunday af-
ternoon in the Leinster SFC
quarter-final.

Glenn Ryan’s unit defeated Wex-
ford 2-12 to 1-13 in the last game of
the Allianz NFL Division 3 cam-
paign at Pearse Park and also won
the final of the third tier league com-
petition 1-12 to 0-13 at headquarters.
However, there are viable excuses

for Wexford on both occasions.
First of all, the match in Pearse

Park was essentially a non-event,
both teams had already gained pro-
motion to Division 2 and secondly,
Wexford simply failed to show up for
the league final itself.
Ryan’s men were uncharacteristic-

ally lethargic and nothing at all
clicked for them on the day.
It is difficult to see that transpir-

ing on Sunday and the layers agree.
Despite those losses, Wexford are

the 4-6 favourites in the match bet-
ting market generally though Willi-
am Hill’s 8-11 is the best quote on of-
fer.
With the added incentive of anoth-

er potential tilt at Dublin in the
semi-final should they win, Wexford
can surpass the one-point handicap
deficit at 10-11 generally too.
Longford, 13-8 at Boyles while the

draw is a 15-2 shot generally, will be
a tough nut to crack but Wexford in
Croker tend to be so dynamic and
fluid offensively that teams tend to
struggle against them in the
province and with elusive forward
Ciarán Lyng leading their assault on
the tie they should progress with a
few points to spare.
Lyng top-scored for Wexford in

both matches hitting 1-4 and 0-4 re-
spectively against Longford this
year and is worthy of backing in the
RTÉ Sunday Game Man of the Match
market to a small outlay tomorrow
when Boyles, Paddy Power and Lad-
brokes price up the market.
Elsewhere, Dublin’s hurlers

should absolutely torch Laois and
win by at least 10 points.
RECOMMENDATIONS: Wexford

-1 (v Longford) 2pts 10-11 generally;
Ciarán Lyng (Wexford) to be named
RTÉ Sunday Game Man of the Match
0.5pt best available odds; Dublin -9 (v
Laois) 1pt evens BetVictor, Lad-
brokes.

LAST weekend represented
a testing period for punters
with no particular bet
sticking out and so it was
unfortunately no real
surprise to see our two
selections falling down.
Kerry to win by 10-12 (0.5pt
7-2 generally) and -5 on the
half-time handicap (1pt 5-6
Boyles) versus Tipp both
lost.

Close your eyes and mouth for a perfect putting stroke
ON A pitch-black night, when you walk
up to the hole just to see where it is, it
stamps a strong image in your mind.
You develop a feel for everything: the
moisture on the grass, the small
change in elevation, the exact distance
to the hole, all kinds of things your eyes
alone can’t tell you.
Not my words, but those of 51-time
tournament winning golfer Billy Casper.
Is it worth your while throwing your
clubs in the boot and heading to the
golf course and risking arrest in the
early AM? No, simply close your eyes
before you strike the ball.
Yesterday, we jettisoned betting advice
in favour of putting tips and promised to
follow up today with the final five that

will help you master any contour.
Six: Greens usually have what is called
the ‘architect’s slope’, which enables
them to drain quickly after a rain. That
means a green will slope toward the
fairway. If your approach shot lands to
the left of the hole, your putt will break
left to right. If it lands on the right side,
it’ll break right to left. Short of the hole,
you’ll have an uphill putt, but if your ball
lands beyond the hole, you’ll be putting
downhill. With that knowledge, it’s time
to take out your blindfold. Your playing
partners are laughing, but what’s that in
you back pocket? That’s right, novelty
tee earplugs.
Seven: A major concern of those with
no putting stroke confidence is their

stance. Are they standing too close, too
far away? Imagine you are leaning over
a pram and pushing your firstborn down
the street. How far are you tilting?
Doesn’t that feel comfortable? Just
don’t move your head, you don’t want
to frighten the baby!
Eight: Experts claim you use your
hands and wrists to stabilise the putter

and the arms and shoulders to stroke
the club. Arnold Palmer preferred to
use his wrists and that’s just a choice
every man must make. Most important
is that you take a full swing. I like to
imagine my own action as similar to
vacuuming the floor. Remember: Follow
through past your front shoe.
Nine: Get the jitters standing over a
putt? Are you standing their too long?
Hold your breath from the moment you
address the ball until striking. Now
you’re on the stopwatch. If your little
Maria Sharapova grunt afterwards
annoys your opponent, all the better.
Ten: At certain distances — inside of 3
feet, 10 to 20 feet, and 50-plus feet —
you probably putt as well as the best

golfers on the planet. The distances
that differentiate guys who win the
green jackets from the bogeymen are 4
to 10 feet and 21 to 50 feet. You’re
going to miss some putts and it’s how
you react to these that will define you
on the short stuff. Lipped out? Kiss your
putter. Missed by a mile? Don’t curse
yourself, because you are gonna hole
out. Now, close your eyes, hold your
breath and reach for that Shake’n’Vac.
Recommendation: I’ve been ordered
to give a tip for the Epsom Derby. Each
of the last 10 winners have come from
the first four in the betting and only one
horse in the last 35 years has won at
odds greater than 14-1. I foresee
Astrology romping home at 10-1.


