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Lorna, Catriona andCiara Santry fromCarrigtwohill, who took part in theHSE road race at theMarina.
Picture: John Walshe

ATHLETICS

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

By John Walshe

CDO DARTS

Sorry for the
loss, I don’t
know what
happened

IT isn’t the first time we have reported a
loss in this vertical column of newsprint, but
did we ever think we would report one so
large?
The answer is yes, yes we did.
Never did I think it was a good idea for

me to be allowed to give betting tips in a
newspaper, yet last May we were sitting on
a surplus of €1,177 after two and a half
years of recommending €10 bets four days
a week.
Punching above our weight really, as that

worked out as a 22% return on the invest-
ment of approx. €5,200, which beats most
savings accounts out there by about 22%.
So what’s the damage? What’s the op-

posite of a drumroll? Maybe a trumpet
someone has sat on... we are down 400 big
ones for the past six months.
So there is €780 profit left in the kitty.
There’s nothing to do but get the head

down, do some decent research and get
back tipping winners, which I certainly plan
to start doing next Tuesday.
With half today’s column already done

and tomorrow’s space devoted to an ex-
clusive extract from my new romantic thrill-
er novel, we’ll just pass the time here ex-
posing some of our prejudices.
Or we could blow your mind by telling you

six words you say every week, in a sen-
tence, that you have no idea you say!
And it’s not just you, it is every single

person in Ireland, possibly every single
person in the world when you take transla-
tions into account.
“I don’t know what happened there.”
That’s what you all say.
What is the context? Have you

guessed?
These six words are always,

what people say when someone rings them
back after they have been cut off in a
mobile phone conversation.
Sometimes, those on both ends of the

line (not that there is a line) will mutter it to
each other at the same time. Or one will
say it and then the other will confirm it:
“Yeah, I don’t know what happened there.”
Check it out the next time you get cut off

and the other person, or you, ring back.
Drat! You are going straight to voicemail as
they are ringing you at the same time Solve
this problem by agreeing the person who
made the original phone call rings back.
And when they do say: “I know exactly
what happened there. I hung up.”
And do it again.
Recommendation: Sound Advice is

promised from next week. Get on the horse
of the same name in the 7.20 at Wolver-
hampton tonight at 13/2.

Meade class
shows fully
at Marina

Third time
lucky for
McSweeney
THE Cork Darts Organisation October
Monday Darts Gala proved to be third time
lucky for one half of the winning senior
doubles partnership of Pat McSweeney and
Robbie O’Donovan as they took the title in
impressive form by a 3-1 scoreline,

.
McSweeney this time around was on the

top presentation pedestal after twice finishing
in the runners-up position in the previous two
finals that he had been involved in this sea-
son. He was a beaten finalist in the Sean
Street Memorial Singles Championship,
where he lost to fellow Joshua Tree player
Dean Forde and he also went down in the fi-
nal of the Beamish Individual Championship
to another Joshua Tree team-mate in the
guise of Damien O’Driscoll
The winning Joshua Tree pairing were in

tremendous form throughout the evening as
they powered their way into the final with top
class scoring and finishing which was a hall-
mark of their performances throughout the
competition.
Meanwhile their opponents in the final

Kevin McDonnell and John O’Shea were
making their own steady progress through
the card where they came upon Damien
O’Driscoll and John Paul Dowdall and in a
really top class game of darts it was the Brian
Dillon’s pairing who claimed their spot in the
final.
O’Driscoll hit two maximums scores of 180

in the first leg of their game against McDon-
nell/O’Shea and he and Dowdall still ended
up losing that leg.
McSweeney/O’Donovan hit scores of 140,

140, 85 as they took the first leg of the stage
final against McDonnell/O’Shea and hands of
95, 121 and 135 followed as they won the
second leg to leave themselves in a very
strong position in this best of five legs final.
However, the Brian Dillon’s pairing of Mc-

Donnell and O’Shea fought back to take the
third leg as two scores of 140 and a 135 saw
them clinch the third leg to reduce the ar-
rears, however it was only a very short res-
pite as the Joshua Tree lads were really up
for this final and so it proved as a 13-darter
then followed from McSweeney/O’Donovan
which gave them the title.
Hennessy’s had the junior doubles final all

to themselves as Robert Duke and Tony
Noonan fought it out with fellow Hennessy’s
housemates Mick Noonan and Darren O’Ma-
hony and it was the former pairing who
began the better as they won the opening
leg.
Noonan/O’Mahony upped their perform-

ance to take the second leg, but legs three
and four found their way to the Duke/Noonan
corner to seal a smashing victory by 3-1.
Earlier in the afternoon it was the youths

who were centre stage as they battled it out
for the CDO October youths singles champi-
onship with last years champion Kelvin Kier-
an retaining the title as he defeated Dean
Dunphy in the final by 3-1.
These youngsters are a pleasure to watch

with the standard being of such a high quality
one would be excused if he thought he was
watching two top class adults plying their skill
on the oche.
Many scores in excess of 140, along with

many more in excess of 100 and 120
seemed to be quite the norm for these
youngsters who took it all in their stride and
got on with the game.
The next big outing for the youths will be at

St Vincent’s on Sunday, November 24 when
an inter-county five-a-side youths competi-
tion will be held with the promise of the very
best of national talent attending at the Blar-
ney Road venue for a sure to be re-
membered day.

ALMOST 250 runners
took to the familiar cir-
cuit at the Marina for the
31st HSE road race.

It took place in dry conditions,
although a lot of surface water
along with the poor road sur-
face made for difficult running.

Just a week after recording a
personal best of 2:37:20 in the
Dublin Marathon, John Meade
showed he was fully recovered
when taking the honours in a
time of 21:25 for the four mile
race organised under Cork
BHAA rules.

The White’s Cross man, run-
ning for Joyce Wolfe Physio-
therapy, stayed with Kevin
Wilmot from Bandon until the
closing stages before moving
away for a 12-second victory.

John Collins from
Skibbereen, representing CIT
Staff, took third in 21:52.

Sheila Buckley, who earlier in
the summer had won a
half-marathon in Kerry, recor-
ded her first Cork victory and
for good measure achieved a
personal best of 25:07 for the
four miles.

Irene Eighan finished second
in 26:40 with Joanne Mahony
third in 26:42.

This race was first held in
1983 from the old Our Lady’s
Hospital on the Lee Road but in
recent years has settled at the
Marina.

Two of the participants from
the original race 30 years ago —
Jim Murray and Michael
Dunne -not only took part again
but also finished first and

second in their M65 category.

RESULTS
Men: 1 J Meade (Joyce Wolfe Physio)
21:25; 2 K Wilmot (EMC) 21:37; 3 J
Collins (CIT Staff) 21:52; 4 M Feehan
(Bord Gais) 22:00; 5 K Vari (temp-reg)
22:03; 6 B O’Flaherty (Atlantic Sea
Kayaking, M45) 22:07; 7 F O’Dwyer (IPS,
M40) 22:12; 8 J Hennessy (Janssen,
M40) 22:15; 9 B Carr (Pfizer Little Island)
22:19; 10 E Sutton (Eli Lilly) 22:31.
Women: 1 S Buckley (Midleton News)
25:07; 2 I Eighan (Novartis) 26:40; 3 J
Mahony (Stryker) 26:42; 4 N Cronin
(Southern Law, F35) 27:03; 5 A-M Byrnes
(temp-reg) 27:33; 6 R O’Callaghan (Cork
Shops, F40) 27:37.

Neil O’Sullivan
and his niece
Fiona Buckley,
who took part
in the HSE
four-mile road
race.
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