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‘Our future is
up in the air’

Anti-privatisation campaign will continue

 

     

   

     

  

 

  

JACK HANDEY

IF THERE is one thing that
unites all of us various
peoples of differing creeds
around the world it is surely
the wish we had more
moolah.

Take me. Sure, I’d like to
have one of those fancy
new Japanese cars where
you open the boot and
there is a butler guy in
there, but who am I kid-
ding, it’s just a pipe dream.
I don’t have enough money
to afford that.

I may have dumped a
load on Cheltenham last
week, as I do most years,
so I can’t really complain
about my fiscal insecurity,
but I really like gambling. If
there were two flies
running up a wall, I would
probably have backed a
third fly ante-post who
didn’t scope well.

What I wouldn’t gamble
my money on is a pyramid
scheme.

People from Bandon to
Santa Fé have been
gripped these past few
weeks, duped by the pro-
spect of minting it on these
schemes. They have been
enticed by the lure of vast
profits that some people
have made.

Economic guru Eddie
Hobbs came out last week
and lambasted the greed of
people who have got in-
volved in these schemes.

Eddie is right. When will
people learn that the only
way to guarantee large fin-
ancial rewards is through
heist capers?

The only other way to
accumulate more cash is to
listen to Eddie’s sound
advice and be prudent and
frugal. I think most of us
could learn a thing or two
by watching Mr Hobbs’ TV
show, but sadly after five
minutes we must switch it
off, shouting: “Jesus, I don’t
sound like him, do I?”

Saving money is mighty
boring though, so is there
another good way to fill
your socks with rocks?

There sure is.
Myself, and several un-

named business parties
have come up with a
scheme that will have my
readers biting their own
arms to get a piece of the
action.

It is called the Success-
ful Company Acquiring
Money scheme.

Whereas a pyramid
scheme is a multi-level
selling technique where the
main feature is that earning

money depends on recruit-
ing other people into the
operation, our scheme is a
multi-level tech-
nique where the main 

is that earning
money depends on recruit-
ing other people into the

.
Subtle but important

d i ff e r e n c e s .
Yes, like the pyramid

schemes, we have no
product, per se, but what
we do give you is a
promise, and in many ways
a promise is much more
valuable than a product.

Products are often faulty,
while services are fre-
quently provided by sullen
people who wouldn’t crack
a smile if you told them
they’d won the Lotto.

But the main reason you
should invest in our
scheme is because it is
MUTUALLY beneficial to
everyone (that includes
you!) And there is NO RISK
involved.

Also, it might very well
be covered under section
91B of the Fair Trading Act,
1887.

So what do you have to
do to get involved?

Simply send F5 to me
here at the  

and I PROMISE you your
money will grow exponen-
t i a l l y.

“Just F5?” you say.
Crazy, isn’t it? So let’s

say F10 instead.
To allay any fears you

may have I will finish with
some fervently answered
questions.

If this scheme is so
great, why haven’t I seen
your infomercial?

We do not have one
because we don’t want too
many people to know
about it. What good would
making lots of money be if
everyone else you knew
was making lots of money
too?

I have heard that
people involved in
pyramid schemes have
had to fly to Germany to
collect their money. Will I
have to leave the country
at some point?

You will not. We will meet
on top of Newgrange at
midnight on the second
Tuesday of next month.

You say there is NO
RISK. Surely there is a
risk that I will lose all or
the majority of my capit-
al? I have read things in
the media.

The media! Don’t believe
everything you read in “the
media”.

What about this art-
icle?

This is different.
Because you can trust me.

So, send in your F10
and soon you will be rolling
in money. No, not you, me.

“ WE ARE think-
ing of the com-
pany, the passen-
gers and the

w o rk fo rc e. ”
These are the words of

SIPTU’s Cork secretary
of branch No 5, John
Pearson, who — along
with 2,000 SIPTU mem-
bers — is awaiting this
week’s results of a ballot
for industrial action in
response to the Govern-
ment moves to privatise
Ireland’s 70-year-old na-
tional airline, Aer
L i n g u s.

The Irish Government
is intent on selling up to
75% of Aer Lingus, be-
lieving private invest-
ment is crucial to secure
its future.

However, last week,
SIPTU staff in Aer
Lingus branches in
Cork, Shannon and
Dublin airports voted
unanimously to support
the proposal to ballot its
2,000 members for indus-
trial action.

The result of the ballot
— which could result in
strike action — is due on
F riday.

Craft Unions at Aer
Lingus are set to ballot
their members next
week about whether to
take industrial action.

Representatives of the
unions met in Dublin
airport this afternoon to
discuss their opposition
to the Government’s
plans to part-privatise
the airline.

SIPTU workers are
concerned about pos-
sible job cuts and an
erosion of workers’
terms and conditions if
the airline is sold off to
private investors.

In response to the un-
animous support for the
ballot, Martin Cullen,
Minister for Transport,
— who said this week
that Aer Lingus would
have “no chance of sur-
vival” as a state-owned
airline — said he didn’t

want to see any strikes at
Aer Lingus and called
for further talks.

He said: “I have had a
lot of engagement with
the workers and I respect
their point of view.

“Investment from the
private sector is vital so
that Aer Lingus can op-
erate in one of the most
competitive and volatile
sectors out there.

“I certainly would not
want to see any strikes
taking place at Aer
L i n g u s. ”

Chief concerns
amongst the SIPTU staff
at Aer Lingus are job se-
curity and the airline’s
F300 million pension de-
ficit.

SIPTU secretary Mr
Pearson said: “We don’t
want to go down the
same road as Irish Fer-
ries or Irish Steel.

“We are an island
nation, we are depend-
ent on getting on and off
an island. A national car-
rier is crucial to us.”

The union represent-
ative also said there is no
need for the privatisa-
tion of Aer Lingus —
which earlier this year
announced that operat-
ing profits were down
from F107 million in 2004
to F72 million last year
— and said the move
would be futile.

Mr Pearson said: ‘‘If
Aer Lingus is floated or
privatised by the Gov-
ernment then the F400
million they will receive
will only buy four air-
craft — it’s hardly worth
their while.

“What should happen
is that a number of
semi-state bodies should
pool their assets and re-
sources together to save
the money. Aer Lingus
needs investment for
new aircraft.

“The Government are
saying that they are pre-
vented from giving Aer
Lingus a cash injection
because of EU laws, but

that is not the case,” he
said, adding that SIPTU
are committed to talks
with Minister Cullen
and hope to engage in
further talks with him
next week.

As well as “fighting for
the retention of jobs and
for our national airline,”
Mr Pearson has called
for Aer Lingus manage-
ment to establish the
core numbers of jobs
available; outline pen-
sion rights; have a job
evaluation and intro-
duce a rewards and re-
cognition scheme.

He said: “Our
anti-privatisation cam-
paign will run on and we
have given our commit-
ment to engage in talks
with management.

“The Aer Lingus staff
have done a great deal
for this company,
between taking up re-
dundancy packages in
the past to help turn
around a very delicate
situation after 9/11 and
the foot-and-mouth
c r i s i s.

“We all have pride in
our national airline.”

ROBERT O’SHEA
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Trouble times ahead for Aer Lingus. Inset: Cork secretary of SIPTU’S No. 5 branch, John Pearson.


