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TABLE TENNIS
By KIM SIN YAP

Tyson can add a bit of a bite to your weekend betting
TYSON FURY. Could there be a more
apt name for a boxer?
It sounds like a made-up computer

game name for a console that couldn’t
afford to pay any real boxers to add their
names to it.
This Saturday night, Andy Lee’s

cousin Fury (14-0, 10 KO’s, 13-10 with
William Hill) challenges British and
Commonwealth heavyweight champion
Dereck ‘Del Boy’ Chisora (14-0, 9 KO’s,
4-6 with Coral) and, to put it mildly, there
has been a bit of bad blood between the
pair.
David Haye did his reputation as

a well-spoken, intelligent fighter who
had emerged from the gritty streets of
South London no good with his trash
talk before his meek defeat to Vlad
Klitschko

Yet his fellow countrymen have ig-
nored this and have taken up his baton
with relish.
During last week’s conference call

(apparently, they cannot even be in the
same room with each other) Fury
fumed: “I want it so badly, nothing will
stop me, I have a wife and two children
to provide for. If it means killing you in
the ring, that’s what I’ll do.
“To beat me, you will have to kill me.

I’m prepared to die for my family. You
are an arrogant little p***k — I’ll smash
your face in when we fight.”
Fury, who is 22, apologised almost

immediately but it was too late as
Chisora, 27, who later admitted he was
still in bed during the call, hung up and
his promoter Frank Warren fired off an
immediate complaint to the British

Boxing Board.
Chisora has refrained from entering

the war of words, offering only that he
would “whup” Fury.
He touched on some of the comments

that Haye made in the build-up to his
loss to the younger Klitschko, saying:
“The guy disrespects the sport, talking
about putting people in wheelchairs. He
should cut out all his talk.”
He followed up by saying: “I’d f*** up

David Haye – I’d blow his ass off.”
Someone in Chisora’s camp might

also be behind some Wikipedia sabot-
age, as on Tyson Fury’s page, the fight
is listed as one-second KO victory in
round five for Chisora. It also notes that
“Fury s**t his trunks on the way to the
ring,”
That seems an unlikely scenario.

Fury’s father John, a former
bare-knuckle boxer from Tuam, was re-
cently sent to jail for 11 years for gou-
ging a man’s eye out at a car auction in
Manchester.
His son has no past incidents of trying

to remove people’s organs (his claim to
fame is the wonderful uppercut he de-
livered to himself during a fight two
years ago – viewed by almost a million
people on Youtube) however, his oppon-

ent has.
Zimbabwe-born Chisora emulated

Mike Tyson (yes, Fury was named after
him) in 2009 by chomping down on Paul
Butlin, saying he was bored.
“Butlin didn’t come to fight that night. I

thought I’d liven things up a little bit.
Would I do it again? I’d probably bite it
off next time.”
He was banned for four months.
Last November, Chisora received a

suspended sentence after he was found
guilty of assaulting his then-girlfriend
after finding text messages from another
man on her phone.
Recommendation: Fury towers nine

inches over his opponent and if he
doesn’t neglect his jab and can last the
pace he is in with great chance to win by
decision (4-1 with Paddy Power).

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Deirdre Murphy and Emily Burns are two Ballincollig players sponsored by Celtic Table Tennis TIBHAR, which is run by Ted Bollard from Mayfield.

Ballincollig club
continues to grow

BALLINCOLLIG Table Ten-
nis Club has been in exist-
ence since March 20, 2002
and the club has made great
progress over the years.

Michael Healy, who was the
former chairman of the Munster
Table Tennis Association together
with the past principal of Scoil Eoin,
Jack Hegarty, mooted the idea of a
table tennis club in Ballincollig.
Healy and Hegarty together with

several other people held meetings
and formed the Ballincollig Table
Tennis Club.
The Youth Outreach Hall is the

training venue for the players
headed by coach Ben Haughton, who
puts them through their paces three
days a week.
The club has a development squad

under coach Declan McGrath.
The coach puts his team of 23 play-

ers on skills and techniques develop-
ment once a week over two sessions
at Scoil Eoin.
Over the years, the club has pro-

duced players who went on to rep-
resent the national team at interna-
tional junior tournaments.
At the moment, the club has 21 ju-

nior players in four categories, the
U17, U14, U12 and U10. Apart from
that, there are five U21 players and
two players in the veteran category.
The current international junior

players are Declan O’Brien and Edel
O’Reilly. Both of them played at the
British Junior League which took
place in England recently.
O’Reilly, aged 16, produced an out-

standing performance by not losing
a match. At national level, O’Reilly’s
record speaks for itself as she took
third spot at the Irish Junior Classi-
fication and the Ulster Open in the
girls’ U17 category.
She then went a step better by fin-

ishing in runner-up spot at both the
Munster Open and Connacht Open.
O’Reilly ended the season with a

third place at the National Junior
Championships in Dublin and her
results were good enough to get her
to runner-up spot in the Irish rank-
ing.
As for O’Brien, he has attained a

high level performance and won the
boys’ U17 title at the Munster Open
in January, his first at national level
this season. He is the current Irish
number one.
James Herley and Ian Brown are

two U21 players who have been play-
ing regularly in both the U21 and
senior events at national level.
Colette O’Reilly, the club chairwo-

man said: “Our goal is to encourage
more players to participate at the Ir-
ish ranking tournaments. We would
also like to increase the number of
players playing for the national
team.

“The players at Scoil Eoin will be
drafted in to train with the juniors
once they are ready. We hope to
maintain the number of players we
have at the club.
“The players at Scoil Eoin are im-

portant to us as they will form the
backbone of our club in the future,”
she added.
The two weeks junior training

camp next month will gear the play-
ers for next season.
Another player at the club Deirdre

Murphy is well on course to estab-
lish herself as a top player at nation-
al level.
Murphy is a current Irish U17

player and is ranked at number four
in the Irish U17 rankings. She is a
determined and disciplined player

and has the ability to rise to the top.
This will be her final year at U17

stage.
The club third best player at U17

level, Emily Burns, has reached sev-
enth spot in the Irish U17 rankings.
Burns started to play the game

when she was at Scoil Mhuire in
Ballincollig and has made a huge im-
provement since then.
Niamh Buttimer has missed out

on tournaments since last November
due to her school placement in
France. She was a former interna-
tional junior player at U14 level. Her

addition will boost the strength of
the club.
In the boys’ U14 category, James

O’Reilly is the highest ranked player
from the club at national level.
He was not known in the sport

four years ago.
Four years on and O’Reilly is able

to challenge the best in Ireland and
he has represented the national
team on two occasions.
Colm Murphy and Alan Walsh are

two other players who are fast mak-
ing their names at national stage.
The former is ranked at number 10
while the latter is ranked 11th.
Sarah Cooney played in interna-

tional tournaments at U12 level. She
is aiming to duplicate her success in
the U14 category.

Cooney’s biggest success this sea-
son was winning the U14 crown at
provincial level and the Ballincollig
Open.
There is the fast improving Chloe

Brown who is attempting to win a
title on behalf of the club.
Gearoid O’Donoghue and Karl

Walsh are two top names at U12.
The started to play the game at the

age of nine and O’Donoghue has ris-
en to third rank which has seen him
earn his first cap at international
level after being called up to play at
the International Youth Cup in Bel-
gium.
Chloe O’Halloran is fast emerging

as a top contender at U12 category.
Her target is to follow in the foot-
steps of her successful clubmates.


