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THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

SPORTS BETTING

Van Persie to score and United to beat Liverpool is a best price of 15-8.

We have spend money to teach our criminals how to shoot straight
AROUND 14 years ago, I was invited to
bring a five-a-side team to play a game
of football in Mountjoy Prison against
the inmates.
The offer came during a surreal

Christmas concert I attended in the jail
performed by and I
readily agreed, imagining something
along the lines of the one-hour
special, where Fletcher and Godber
accidentally escape after the latter con-
cusses himself by heading the upright.
For one reason or another, the game

never went ahead, although the prison-
ers had been very keen on home and
away legs.
Recent news suggest we were better

off not playing as it would have been a
somewhat stop-start affair.
Almost €130,000 has been spent on

footballs in Irish jails over the past three
years.
Cloverhill, Cork, and Limerick prisons

are the biggest ball-buyers and have
spent nearly €55,000 between them in
the past two years, accounting for
two-thirds of the total bill.
It works out that Irish jailbirds, of

whom there are approximately 4,000
(presumably only half that even play
football), go through 60 footballs a day.
To blame? You guessed it, razor wire.
“Balls are continuously destroyed on

the wire. We ensure adequate supplies

of footballs are available as the prison-
ers don’t have many other recreational
facilities,” says the prison service.
The authorities had recently tried in-

troducing other sporting activities but
this initiative was scrapped when the
prison pole vault team disappeared.
“Netting underneath the wire is not

feasible to install from a security or
safety point of view,” they added.
The vast majority of balls purchased

are priced at €2 each, the ones used
being made of light plastic to minimise
the potential for injuries to staff and pris-
oners. It also makes them more sus-
ceptible to damage from sharp things.
What can be done do bring down

costs? Three things, as far as I can
see.
They pay for better quality footballs

that don’t rip so easily when hoofed into
a mesh of blades. But I can’t see “Pris-
oners to get expensive leather footballs”
flying in this day and age. They get rid of
the razor wire. This would surely lead to

the hatching of more escape plans, thus
a non-runner too.
That leaves us with only one choice:

inmates need to be taught to kick more
accurately and less wildly. For the outlay
of a few thousand euro to someone to
teach them (I put my name forward), we
could save tens of thousands. Unless
Irish criminals learn to shoot straight we
are going to be buying balls to beat the
band for the forseeable future.
Recommendation: As opposed to

saving money, you can make some by
getting on the outrageous four-timer of
154-1 for draws in QPR-Spurs, Sunder-
land, West Ham, Stoke-Chelsea and
Villa-Southampton games.

RVP is a
banker to
add to his
goal tally

THERE have been fewer
more clinical attackers in the
business than Robin van Per-
sie for some time and the
Dutchman can score in a
Manchester United triumph
over Liverpool at Old Traf-
ford on Sunday afternoon.

United can extend their lead at the
top of the Barclays Premier League
to 10 points before champions
Manchester City kick-off at the
Emirates and though Liverpool have
only lost three times in 10 away
league matches United are under-
standably the 10-11 favourites with
William Hill (5-6 Boyles, Paddy
Power) for an 18th win in the section
this term.
Tottenham are the only team to

deny United at the venue so far
when the north Londoners over-
came Alex Ferguson’s men 3-2, but
Liverpool are 7-2 with Stan James to
achieve the same outcome while the
draw is generally 11-4.
Brendan Rodgers’ side are show-

ing signs of improvement recently,
they have won four of their last five
games in all competitions scoring 12
goals. However, this encounter rep-
resents a step or two up in grade

even if United’s defence is more por-
ous than in previous seasons.
In fact, United have the worst de-

fensive record of all the teams in the
top half of the table having shipped
28 goals so it would not be surpris-
ing to witness Liverpool breach
their rearguard, too.
However, offensively the Red Dev-

ils are in the midst of superb form
scoring 54 times in 21 outings at an
average of 2.6 goals per game.
At the forefront of their attacking

charge, of course, is RVP.
Van Persie has notched eight goals

in his last eight Premier League
matches and furthermore, he has
netted five in his last six appear-
ances in the division against
Sunday’s opponents.
RVP is no greater than BetVictor’s

4-1 to score two or more goals
though of more interest is the 15-8
BETFRED are dangling for the hit-
man to add to his tally in a United
win.
For example, Ladbrokes offer

evens, Boyles 6-5 and Paddy Power
7-5 about the same scenario coming
to fruition therefore 15-8 is excellent
value in comparison.
At 10-11, United are an enticing

price to earn maximum points but
being a little less conservative could
lead to an even healthier return.
This fixture could be high scoring

and RVP should get on the score-
sheet.
Though the layers are unified in

their belief United are more likely to
win than drop points, the odds-com-
pilers are nonetheless unsure of how
the Arsenal-Man City clash will play
out.
Arsenal, 11 points inferior to

second-placed City though with a
game in hand, are 13-8 for three
points with Boyles, Power and Cor-
al.
Arsene Wenger’s unit have taken

13 points from the last 15 but like
Liverpool face a much stiffer task
this Sunday than what West Brom,
Reading, Wigan, Newcastle and
Southampton could provide.
In saying that, the Gunners have

been generally efficient against the
aforementioned lesser opposition
and will be confident of gaining a
positive result.
Yet, City’s reverse to Sunderland

at the Stadium of Light is their only
loss on the road in 10 outings.

With all of that in mind, bet365’s,
BetVictor’s and Stan James’ odds of
5-2 about the draw are quite decent
indeed.
However, on value grounds we

will push the boat out further and di-
vide a one-point stake on correct
scores of 1-1 at BetVictor’s 7-1 and
2-2, 14-1 with the same firm and Cor-
al.
Some punters may feel the 50-1

offered generally for the game to end
3-3 is worthy of consideration too
but given that neither team can
really afford to lose the contest, espe-
cially if other results go against
them beforehand, a slightly more
cautious approach is advised here.

Recommendations RVP to score &
Man United to win.
2pts 15-8 BETFRED (7-5 Paddy
Power);
Arsenal v Man City
Correct score 1-1
0.5pt 7-1 BetVictor;
Correct score 2-2
0.5pt 14-1 BetVictor, Coral.

CAPITAL ONE CUP
SWANSEA have usurped Chelsea as
favourites for Capital One Cup suc-
cess following their 2-0 semi-final
first leg win at a stunned Stamford
Bridge on Wednesday night.
The Swans were as big as 8-1 to win
in London but two awful defensive
errors by Branislav Ivanovic cost
Chelsea dearly and now the Blues
are the 11-4 second favourites with
bet365, Ladbrokes and Coral behind
Swansea who are now just 6-5 with
William Hill.
Aston Villa, recommended by this
column last Friday to be relegated
from the Premier League at 2-1, were
unsurprisingly humbled by a raven-
ous Bradford on Tuesday in their
semi-final first leg showdown.
However, the layers still believe
Villa are capable of turning the
two-goal deficit they face into on its
head which is understandable given
the gulf in class that should exist
between themselves and their
npower League Two adversaries.
Paul Lambert’s charges are still just
4-1 to lift the trophy though that has
as much to do with Chelsea’s pre-
carious predicament than it does
with their own capabilities.
Bradford are 8-1 generally and even
if they do progress past Villa over-
coming Swansea or Chelsea a might
be a bridge too far for them.

Swansea
City’s
Ashley
Williams
and
Chelsea’s
Demba Ba
battle for
the ball
during the
Capital One
Cup. The
Swans are
now 6-5 to
lift the cup.


