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Dylan strikes
gold again
at awards

FOR Dylan Fitzgibbon, it
was business as usual when
he collected individual gold
at the ITF Tae kwon do
World Championship in
Benidorm.

Indeed, the decision to put faith in-
to emerging talent paid dividends
for the Irish team which delivered
its best performance in the 35
years of the championships.
Placed second overall out of 58

countries with 10 gold, six silver
and 11 bronze, the plethora of
medals helped Ireland to finish
narrowly behind Poland in the roll
of honour.
Fitzgibbon epitomises the fruits

of the new emerging talent, win-
ning a gold in junior sparring in
New Zealand two years ago, he ad-
justed positively to a higher status
when taking the senior 70Kg divi-
sion title.
That type of consistency from

the Turner’s Cross Tae kwon do
Academy representative was ac-
knowledged when he won the
November Southside and District
Sports Star Award at the Cork In-
ternational Airport Hotel.
Having tasted success at both na-

tional and international level as a
junior, Fitzgibbon followed this
success with his first European
senior title earlier in the year.
In doing so, the senior rookie

took it all in his stride, confirmed
by a winning sequence culminat-
ing in world honours.
En route, Fitzgibbon edged out

opponents from Puerto Rico, Kaza-
khstan, Holland, Poland and Slove-
nia in the semi-final. In an epic de-
cider he defeated the much fancied
Argentina Lucas Martin Gadea
Romero.
“In the final, I probably underes-

timated the Argentinean. After
seeing his previous fight I thought
I had his measure. Falling behind,
I had to work to erase the deficit
and collect the gold,” Fitzgibbon
said.
To be so consistent demands ded-

ication, time and commitment and
the world champion explained
what is required to reach the pin-
nacle.
“I train three times a day, really

pushing myself. Christmas Day
might be taken off but its back to
the gym again in preparation for

the next target,” he said.
Under friend and coach Ken

Leahy, Dylan now holds the proud
record of becoming the first fighter
to come from the junior age cat-
egory and win both European and
World senior titles at the first at-
tempt.
“I’ve worked with Ken for most

of my life. He is brilliant to have in
my corner as we look ahead to 2014
and the European Championships
next April which is the nest assign-
ment,” he said.
Lord Mayor Cllr Catherine

Clancy and Deputy County Mayor
Cllr Martin Coughlan extended
congratulations to Fitzgibbon who
is a worthy winner of the South-
side and District Sports Star award
in association with Gerald Mc-
Carthy Awards and Gifts.

“Having tasted glory at national
and international level as a junior
competitor, Dylan followed this
success with European and World
titles in 2013 at senior level to con-
firm both his skill and determina-
tion to succeed at the highest
level,” said the Lord Mayor.
Fitzgibbon along with his broth-

er John, are associated with the
popular Elite Martial Arts
Academy based in Douglas.
The attendance at the function

included Dylan’s girlfriend Aoife
Slattery, Katie Sloane, business de-
velopment manager at the Cork In-
ternational Airport Hotel; Tanya
O’Sullivan, Red FM; Miriam
Deasy, adjudicator; Gerald Mc-
Carthy, sponsor; Ken Leahy,
coach; parents Pat and Christine
along with family members.

Night Trade
will not win
any friends
at Kempton

HORSE walks into a bar and the bartender
says, “Why the long face?”
“Where do you want me to start?” says

the horse.
The last thing the bartender needs is to

listen to a depressed thoroughbred, but
other than the midget, it’s his only custom-
er tonight.
The horse trots over towards the jukebox.
“It’s out of order,” says the bartender,

glad because he can only imagine gloomy
love ballads being chosen by this particular
customer, “but that little guy will probably
start playing the piano soon.”
The horse stares over at a man who can’t

be over a foot tall, perched on the edge of a
small stool, looking at his fingers.
“Do you serve food?” the horse asks the

barman.
“Not at this hour. But I can give you

some free nuts if you order a drink.”
The horse wanders over to the wall and

stares at a painting of three heads: Arkle,
Red Rum and Desert Orchid.
“I’ll have a whiskey sour.”
On his way back towards the bar, the

horse knocks over a couple of stools and
the barman eyes him warily.
“Sorry, I find the floor a bit slippy.”
The horse dunks his tongue into the

cocktail and makes a “Mwhuhurrrrr!” noise
that is the equivalent of a human’s
“Mmmmmm!”
“I’m Tom,” says the Barman. “You?”
“Night Trade,” says the horse. He and

the barman look around the near empty
bar and both give a small laugh.
“What’s wrong Nighty?”
“Life, I suppose,” replies the horse. “It’s

like a bad joke at the moment.”
“Were you running at the track?”
“What makes you think I’m a racehorse?”
“You’ve a number nine stuck to your ass.”
The horse looks back and mutters “Oh...

I was in the last race at Kempton.”
“How’d you get on?”
The horse says nothing, dunks his

tongue into the glass again.
“I’ve a joke that might cheer you up.”
“Fire away,” says the horse.
“OK, Wonder Woman is spreadeagled

across her bed when Superman flies past
her apartment window. He thinks he might
zip in and out for a super-fast quickie as
she’ll never know what happened...
“...and the Invisible Man goes “What the

hell was that?”
Recommendation: Cheer yourself up

tonight by backing United, Southampton
and Stoke to win and Swansea and New-
castle to draw at 22/1 with Bet365.

Athletics meet marked
THE Hibernian Athletics Historical As-
sociation unveiled a plaque in the
Aviva Stadium yesterday to mark the
first athletics international in the world
which was between Ireland and Eng-
land on June 5, 1876.
The meet was held in the original

Lansdowne Road and three-time
Olympian Maeve Kyle and former
rugby international Michael Kiernan
unveiled the plaque yesterday.
The old track in Lansdowne was un-

usual in that it was a square pegged
track. It staged many international
meetings with famous miler John Joe

Barry, nicknamed the Ballincurry
Hare, one of the standout athletes of
yesteryear.
Barry, who was as famous for his

lifestyle as his racing, received a tele-
gram from Roger Bannister when he
became the first man to break the four
minute mile saying: “It should have
been you.”
The Hibernian Athletics Historical

Association was set up by Ronnie
Long in 1996 to preserve all the re-
cords in the annals of athletics.

Barry on song in Qatar
SAM BARRY yesterday maintained
Irish interest in the ITF Men’s Fu-
tures event in Qatar.
In the wake of number two seed

Louk Sorensen’s shock defeat by
Britain’s Luke Bembridge on
Monday, Barry ensured that he
avoided becoming a second casu-
alty by recording a routine 6-4, 6-3
victory in his opening round contest
against Slovenia’s Tom Kocevar-
Desman.
Number four seed Barry, ranked

at 466, broke the serve of his 817-
ranked opponent twice in each set,
while dropping his own serve once
in return, en route to clinching his
place in the last 16 of the outdoor
hard-court event in Doha.
Next opponent for the Limerick

man, who fired in six aces compared
to Kocevar-Desman’s two, will be
either Dutch qualifier Jelie Sels or
Germany’s Dominik Schulz.

TENNIS

Katie Sloane, Business
Development Manager
at Cork International
Airport Hotel, presents
the Southside & District
Sports Award for
November to Dylan
Fitzgibbon, Turner’s
Cross Tae Kwon Do
Club, recent winner of
the World Senior LTF Tae
Kwon Do medal.
Included are Cllr Martin
Coughlan, deputising for
County Mayor, Cllr Cath-
erine Clancy, Lord
Mayor, Gerald McCarthy,
award sponsor, Miriam
Deasy, CIT Sports
Officer and judge, Aoife
Slattery, Tanya
O’Sullivan, Red FM,
Media sponsors and Cllr
Michael O’Connell.


