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Finbarr McCarthy presents the Cork 96FM C103 GAA Sports Person of the Month Award to Micheal Ó Laoire,
Cork junior footballer and a member of Naomh Abán also in picture L to R: Paul McCarthy, Cork junior football
team coach, Diarmuid O’Donovan, Cork Co Board, Tom Tobin, head of operations Rochestown Park Hotel, Leah
Feagan, Cork 96FM C103 and Gerard Lane, vice-chairman, Cork County Board. Picture: Tony O’Connell Photography.
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THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

By Pat Ryan
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Ó Laoire has
big ambition
MISSION accomplished for
Michéal Ó Laoire as he is
enjoying the fruits of
All-Ireland glory, playing a
key role for Cork to regain
the All-Ireland Junior
Football Championship.

Central to Cork’s triumph was
the consistent performances of the
Naomh Abán star and it merited
selection as monthly winner to the
96/C103 Cork GAA Sports Star of
the Month Award at a presentation
in the Rochestown Park Hotel.
The Gaeltacht player makes no

secret of his ambition for the future
and is keen to move up to the seni-
or football panel.
His talents are sure to come

under the scrutiny of a new
management following his consist-
ent displays for club and county.
Operating at midfield, Ó Laoire

provided Cork with important mo-
mentum which in turn left a lively
Cork attack with plenty of posses-
sion to land provincial and All-Ire-
land honours.

“It takes a lot of commitment
during the summer.
“You can’t pick between club and

county. Everybody worked through
it, the club very supportive of my
role with Cork,” he said.
The journey took Cork to many

destinations including Manchester
for an All-Ireland semi-final before
sweeping past Kildare in the de-
cider. Apart from a dedicated panel,
Ó Laoire lauded the contribution of
the team management headed by
Paul McCarthy.
“Paul, Danny Culloty and the

boys were superb, always pushing
us to go on and do more.
“ That was important for at the

end of the day, we got our hands on
an All-Ireland title,” said Michéal.
The young star who works as a

plasterer with his dad Mick is keen
to develop his career and sees po-
tential in the 2013 junior side.

“Winning an All-Ireland junior
title has served Cork well in the
past towards unearthing new talent
for the senior side.
“It’s a stepping stone and, I hope I

will get a chance from the new
management to make an impres-
sion,” he said.
Vice Chairman to the Cork

County GAA Board, Ger Lane con-
gratulated all associated with
Cork’s success and paid tribute to
an emerging star.
“Michéal was central to a terrific

Cork performance that landed
All-Ireland glory. Enjoy the accol-
ades Michéal, hopefully bigger days
will come along in your career,” he
said.
Ó’Laoire becomes the second

Naomh Abán clubman to receive
the award, following in the
footsteps of the great Anthony
Lynch.
The formal presentation was

made by Diarmuid Vaughan of
Rochestown Park Hotel and co-or-
dinator Finbarr McCarthy from
96fm.

Fermoy make their firepower pay off
Fermoy 4-12
Cuchullains 2-6

FERMOY were comprehensive
winners over Cuchullains
(Kanturk-Lismire) in the Rebel Óg
Northern Region MAFC semi-final at
Ballyhooly last night.
The Duhallow side opened with a
second-minute goal by Cian Clernon,
followed by a Liam O’Keeffe point.
But good work by Trevor Hynes led to
a Cillian Twomey goal with Cian
O’Carroll levelling soon after. Ronan
O’Hagan gave Fermoy the lead in the
11th minute.

Further pressure saw Daniel O’Flynn
then goal from a tight angle.
Cuchullains replied with a point but it
was Fermoy who had their third goal
in the 15th minute from O’Hagan
The Kanturk side had a late Darren
O’Sullivan point to leave it 3-8 to 1-4
at the break.
Both sides exchanged a point on the
resumption with Cian O’Carroll having
a Fermoy goal that opened up a big
lead 4-9 to 1-5. Darren O’Sullivan
goaled for Cuchullains but there was

no denying Fermoy.

Scorers for Fermoy: R O’Hagan 1-4 (0-1 f),
D O’Flynn, C O’Carroll 1-1 each, C Twomey
1-0, T Hynes 0-3, J Pyne 0-2 (0-1 45), O Ennis
0-1.
Cuchullains: D O’Sullivan 1- 2, C Clernon
1-1, C Boyce 0-2, L O’Keeffe 0-1.
FERMOY: G Dawson; B Cronin, B Barry, R
O’Sullivan; E Mullins, J Condon, G Morris-
son; S Aherne, J Pyne; T Hynes, E Delaney, C
Twomey; C O’Carroll, R O’Hagan, D O’Flynn.
Subs: C Barry for C O’Carroll, O Ennis for C
Twomey inj C Frawley for D O’Flynn, T Lap-
inski for T Hynes, S Hamelin for R O’Sulli-
van.
CUCHULLAINS: S McSweeney; D Geaney,
C Noonan, L Geaney; S McSweeney, D
Browne, C Moylan; M McSweeney, R O’Bri-
en; C Clernon, C Boyce, J Murphy; S Healy, L
O’Keeffe, D O’Sullivan.
Sub: D O’Sullivan for S McSweeney
Referee: Justin Murphy (Castletownroche).

Buckley on
top in battle
between the
sharpshooters

Clyda Rovers 0-14
Garrymae Gaels 1-9

DEFENDING Country Clean Recycling
U21 B HC kingpins Clyda Rovers
remain on course to retain their title
when the defeated Garrymae Gaels
(Ballygiblin/Araglin) in the semi-final
replay at Kildorrery.
Like the drawn encounter it was very
much a shootout between free-takers
Chris Buckley and Joseph O’Sullivan
who accounted for 19 points of the
overall tally.
The opening stages saw the
Mourneabbey side make an
encouraging start with Chris Buckley
(2) and Sean O’Connor having rapid
points to move into a 0-3 to no score
lead. Garrymae Gaels had their first
score in the ninth minute when Joseph
O’Sullivan pointed a free and moments
later they were back on level terms at
0-4 to 1-1, when the hardworking
Barry Coffey pulled first time to the net
following a delivery by Seamus Barrett.
The remainder of the half was much
the same. The Rovers moved three
clear courtesy of three points by their
top marksman Chris Buckley with
Garrymae Gaels replying with a point
each by Joseph O’Sullivan and Barry
Coffey to come within a point by the
22nd minute.
In the run up to the break both
defences held the upper hand with just
a point each being traded as Rovers
held a 0-8 to 1-4 interval lead.
The second half was again keenly
contested with the issue in doubt right
till the whistle. Buckley and O’Sullivan
swapped two early points before good
work by Conor Crowley resulted in a
fine point by Cian O’Sullivan in the
40th minute 0-11 to 1-6.
Points continued to be traded between
Joseph O’Sullivan and Chris Buckley
as the Rovers maintained a two point
lead with 10 minutes remaining 0-13 to
1-8. In an gripping finish Garry Mae’s
tried hard to get back on terms with
Barry Coffey, Michael Walsh and
Brendan Allen also impressing but a
resolute Clyda Rovers held firm with
Daniel O’Callaghan now operating at
midfield winning a lot of vital break in
the closing stages.
O’Sullivan and Buckley were again on
target with a free each. With time
running out Garrymae Gaels went in
search of a goal to snatch victory and
in injury time they were awarded a
close in free where Joseph
O’Sullivan’s goal-bound effort was well
saved by an alert Gearóid O’Shea.
Clyda Rovers progress to a final
meeting with Blackwater Rovers this
Thursday evening.

Scorers for Clyda Rovers: C Buckley 0-11
(0-8 f), C O’Sullivan 0-2, S O’Connor 0-1.
Garrymae Gaels: J O’Sullivan 0-8 f, B Cof-
fey 1-1.
CLYDA ROVERS: G O’Shea; D Walsh, R
Walsh, S O’Connell; C O’Connell, C Flanagan,
Donal O’Callaghan; Conor O’Sullivan, Cian
O’Sullivan; C Crowley, C Buckley, S Ronayne;
S Madden, Daniel O’Callaghan, S O’Connor.
Subs: Sean Ronayne for S Madden, D
Meaney for C Crowley, E Meaney for Cian
O’Sullivan (inj).
GARRYMAE GAELS: C Noonan; T Molan, K
Carroll, E Coughlan; D Dwan, S Frewen, B Al-
len; B Coffey, M Walsh; J Sheehan, S Barrett,
J O’Sullivan; J Fitzgerald, B O’Sullivan, J
Cott. Sub: T Norris for J Fitzgerald.
Referee: Alec Morrissey (Newtown-
shandrum).

Limitations
of statue
idea gives
us concern

YESTERDAY we brought you the
devastating news that a statue of Michael
Jackson had been removed from outside
Fulham’s Craven Cottage.
This led us to ponder what statues of

famous singers should be stuck on a
pedestal outside other Premier League
grounds. We decided on Stevie Wonder
for Arsenal; Frankie Valli for Villa and
Shirley Bassey for Cardiff.
Chelsea: Who’s special enough to be
cast outside the Bridge. ?
The only ego that could match Jose’s is
Ol’ Blue Eyes, so Frank Sinatra would be
a good choice. But giving their boss’s
recent predilection for walking out of in-
terviews, we’ll go for Barry Gibb instead.
Crystal Palace: are the obvi-
ous one here since failed
to break the UK. So Glenn Frey could go
up to represent the club’s usual inability
to cope with life in the fast lane.
Everton: The ultimate Ringo club, in the
shadow of those with a greater reputation.
Everton are always going to play second
fiddle. But we can’t think of a second
fiddler so they should stick Mr Starr up.
Hull City: The first Album from

was famously named
London 0 Hull 4, so we could go the

or Norman Cook route.
Considering their chances of surviving
are slim, we’ll plump for Fatboy.
Liverpool: John Lennon. Despite some
great days, both let down more recently
by terrible shooting.
Manchester City: Liam Gallagher giving
a two-digit salute in the direction of
Salford is the only option here.
Manchester United: The biggest name
out there so it can only be Elvis. Startling
success but most of us are eagerly await-
ing the fried Mars bar and dying on the
toilet decline to begin.
Newcastle United: Probably best to go
for a Geordie if we don’t want the head
decapitated so either Sting or Jimmy Nail.
The former’s interest in saving rainforests
instead than his hometown club’s foot-
balling reputation means Oz from

is the natural choice.
Norwich City: Who can sing like a
canary? Maybe Gaz from Supergrass.
● Are you as bored with this statue idea
as I am or should I come up with singers
for the seven remaining clubs? Tune in
tomorrow for the answer!
Recommendation: Anderlecht and
Olympiakos and City and Munich to draw.
Add in PSG and Leverkusen to win
tonight for 40/1 with BetVictor.

By Pat Ryan


