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AUSTRALIA. “Rarely in Australian
rugby history has a match so deval-
ued the Wallabies brand as the one
they played against Munster.” ran
the The Australian newspaper the
day after Munster’s 15-6 win at
Thomond Park in November.
Sure, it was raining and windy and
it was their second team, but when
Irish teams play Down Under isn’t it
usually a little warmer than we are
used to. And it was close to the Mun-
ster third team.
BUNKER. Dustin Johnson might
have won the USPGA title if only
someone had told him that the thing
with sand on the bottom of it was a
bunker. He grounded his club on the
final hole, was penalised two shots
and missed the play-off that German
Martin Kaymer eventually won.
CRAMP. Nevermind John Isner and
Nicolas Mahut playing for 11 hours
at Wimbledon, even those who
watched all of their extremely tedi-
ous 70-68 fifth set decider on the TV
needed a rubdown afterwards.
DON’T PUSH IT. If Tony McCoy
took the advice from the name of his
Grand National horse he wouldn’t
have won his 15th jockey champion-
ship this year or have rode over
3,000 winners in his career.
The Antrim man drove his steed all
the way to the post at Aintree, much
to the delight of everyone except
those who had backed Black Apala-
chi, five lengths behind.
EYJAFJALLAJÖKULL. Did ash
scupper the best team in the world

from retaining their European
crown?
Jose Mourinho celebrated Inter
Milan’s victory over Barcelona in
the European Cup semi-final first
leg and claimed: “I have a friend in
the volcano.”
Barcelona were forced on a 14-hour
coach journey to Milan for the clash
because of the flight problems
caused by the eruptions in Iceland.
They looked sluggish throughout
and lost 3-1.
FISHHOOK. Paul Gallviano caught
the mouth of Eoin Cadogan in the
Páirc in the summer.

But he also caught the eye of The
Sunday Game’s panellist Anthony
Tohill. Season over for the 2009 Foot-
baller of the Year.
GUINNESS. Stout is still the touch-
stone when Ireland do anything in
sport.
“A few pints of will probably go
down around now,” said Graham
McDowell after winning the US
Open.
Less appropriately, during a stop-
page for water during the Women’s
U17 European final in Nyon, the
former England international Rus-
sell Osman said the following live on
Eurosport when the Irish girls took
on fluids to counter the heat: “And

not a sign of the black stuff in sight.”
Idiot.
HANDSHAKE. Wayne Bridge
snubbed John Terry in the most
famous non-exchange of civilities
since Gay Byrne refused to shake
hands with Gerry Adams on the Late
Late.
Terry offered an outstretched paw to
his former best friend before
Chelsea’s game with Manchester
City, but Bridge ignored it and
instead stuck his finger into Terry’s
cheek.
Well, actually no, he just blanked
him. Terry had slept with French
lingerie model Vanessa Perroncel,
the mother of Bridge’s young son.

Tragically, it seems to run in the
family.
Rushden and Diamonds goalkeeper
Dale Roberts took his own life last
month after his fiancée had an affair
with John Terry’s brother Paul.
IRELAND Crap at football, crap at
rugby, beaten at our own game by
the Aussies and apparently there is
some mutterings that the economy
might be in trouble. Things are, at
last, actually beginning to feel
normal again.
JOIE DE VIVRE Something that
the French football team failed to
bring to the World Cup.
“A timebomb waiting to explode,”
was how Nicolas Anelka described it

before being sent home by Raymond
Domenech.
Thierry Henry joined the majority
of the French squad this week in
agreeing to give back his World Cup
bonus after Les Bleus failed to win a
game before exiting in the first
round. Anelka is the only one still
holding out.
KILKENNY Who could ever have
guessed that Cork fans would be
shouting for Tipperary in an All-Ire-
land final? It worked anyway and
the greatest Cats team ever missed
out on the drive for five and will be
wandering after one again next
year.

LOUTH. Martin
Sludden was taking
the Royal Wee when
he didn’t even consult
with his umpires and
allowed Joe Sheridan’s
goal to stand for Meath
in the final seconds of
the Lenister final. The
fairytale ended with the
bad guys winning and the
supporters from our smal-
lest county denied a first
provincial title since 1957.
MARK DE MAN. He’s a
Belgian international foot-
baller. Honestly. He has five
caps and, yes, he is a defend-
er.
NOT THE BALL. Another
World Cup and before the tour-
nament even starts the goalkeep-
ers are saying the ball is like a
balloon. As they do at every World
Cup just to cover their backs when
they leave in long-range shots.
OOPS. Speaking of which, poor
Robert Green only got off the hook
after England fans realised the rest
of the team were as bad as him in
South Africa.
He was the cause of one British
spillage this year that Americans
were not moaning about. But the
jokes about him were soon getting
out of hand... in fact they were cross-
ing the line.
Which Frank Lampard’s fine shot
also did against Germany but the
referee failed to see it.
It summed up another disastrous
World Cup campaign for England,
who crashed out to Germany.
PAVLOS. Who he?
“I looked David straight in the eye
and said, ‘David, we’ve spent a lot of
money getting here. This is a dis-
grace. What are you going to do
about it?”
David Beckham recounted how an
England fan intruded on the dress-
ing room after their 0-0 draw with
the Algeria and began berating him
and the players.
After his rant he said: “I’m Pavlos
and I actually need the toilet.”
QATAR. Twelve stadiums all within
60km of each other, the average tem-
perature in June/July being 37C, the

teams all having to stay together in
a football village and there being ab-
solutely nothing of interest to see
there but sand. Qhristmas in Qatar
in 2022 anybody?
RUSSIAN MAFIA. Who World
Snooker number one John Higgins
said he thought he was dealing with
when he flew out to Kiev (that
hotbed of billiards) for a meeting
with promoters. They were really
undercover journalists who asked
him to fix matches. Higgins claimed
they scared him into agreeing and
the WPBSA withdrew more serious
charges of match-fixing, but found
him guilty of ‘giving the impression’

EEK: What have I done.

LEFT: Robert Green had his head in his hands after his blunder against the US in the World Cup and he accidentally kneed himself in the face. CENTRE: The South African bagpipe. RIGHT: Xavi,
the main reason Spain won the World Cup and conveniently a sportsman with a name beginning with an ‘x’.

Even the octopus went for Louth

DIDN’T BACK IT: Don’t Push It and Tony McCoy won the John Smith’s Grand
National at Aintree in April.

OPENWIDE: Instead of getting his hands on Sam this year, footballer of the year in 2009 Paul Galvin only got
his fingers in Eoin Cadogan’s gob.

that he would
breach betting
rules.
Worst thing was,
it took the shine
off Steve Davis’s
13-11 shock win

over the Scot at the
Crucible a week

earlier.
SEAFOOD PROPH-
ECIES: No one (except
perhaps himself) could
have foreseen that Paul,
the octopus incarcerated
in an Oberhausen aquari-
um, would become the most
famous creature in World
Cup history since Pickles the
dog found the Jules Rimet
trophy in 1966 and have a great-
er impact on the tournament
itself than Lionel Messi.
He picked eight correct scores
and reportedly cost William Hill
bookmakers £500,000 sterling from
punters following him.
In October he shimmied his way
into his final box. RIP.
TIGER WOODS. Even though
Tiger’s most notable achievement in
2010 was not winning a golf tourna-
ment — the first time that’s
happened since he turned pro in
1996 — he was still the golf story of
the year.
An awkwardly staged public apo-
logy, divorce and his sponsors did a
runner. It’s all set up for a magnifi-
cent comeback.
URINE. They spray champagne
when the fastest man gets the yellow
jersey on the Champs-Élysées after
the Tour de France.
One of the most memorable races in
recent memory was spoiled again by
liquid of the same colour.
Three-times winner Alberto Conta-
dor had a great battle with Andy
Schleck but it was overshadowed by
a positive doping test. He still has
his title and is claiming: “It’s a case
of food poisoning, in which I am the
victim. Whether people believe me
or not, I know I can hold my head
high and I will not hide,” he said.
VUVUZELA. Who put the hive of
bees in the back of the TV?
WATERPROOFS. The Ryder Cup

came down less to G-Mac and more
to plastic macs apparently.
The US team suffered embarrass-
ment on the competition’s opening
day when they were forced to dis-
card their waterproofs and spend
more than £4,000 in the on-course
merchandising shop on replace-
ments, as the original ones retained
too much water and “did not repel
the rain to the players’ liking”.
XAVI. He looks like Robert Downey
Junior. He also looks like he is the
best footballer in the world.
YEAH, YEAH RIGHT, TOURE.
Claimed he turned down an offer to
play with Man City’s biggest rivals
because he wanted to help out the
Light Blues. “Manchester United are
a big club, one of the biggest in the
world, but I chose City because they
have not won anything for a long
time.” Nothing to do with the
weekly wages of £200,000 so.
ZEBRA. Everything is black and
white with the zebra if he doesn’t
stick out his tongue. It’s the same
with the majority of Rebel football
fans. Come close twice and you’re
zeroes. Win the bloody thing at last
and you’re heroes. They didn’t play
as well as they did in 2009, but who
needs pizzazz when you’ve got Sam.

EEK! What have I done? Dustin got
into a trap of his own making.

FADING POWER: A dejected Richie
Power as the the five-in-a-row dream
evaporates.

PAUL: The world’s favourite mollusc.

Was Jose behind the eruption?

With hours left
before the end
of 2010 we do
the A-Z of the
sporting year

By ROBERT O’SHEA

A WEE TRAGEDY: Joe Sheridan scored the late
goal to win the Leinster title against Louth and
deny them their first title in over 50 years.


