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ECHOOPINION

How to be
a really
great writer

HOW TO
CONTACT US

WE S AY
The Echo’s viewpoint

No coalition until
the IRA disarms

YOU S AY
Paddy
wagon
for Pana

TA L K I N G HEAD

ROB O’SHEA
has some advice

for students...
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PHONE WRITE E-MAIL THE LAST WORD
“Communism doesn’t work
because people like to own
s t u ff . ”

Frank Zappa

TAOISEACH Bertie Ahern said yester-
day that Sinn Féin’s possible involve-
ment in a Government in the Republic
could not be ‘speculated about’ until the
IRA had fully decommissioned and dis-
banded.

He said this to reporters after the
annual Fianna Fáil Wolfe Tone com-
memoration in Bodenstown.

This will come as a relief to many
people who were upset by remarks last

week by Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Dermot Ahern that it was only a matter
of time before Sinn Féin was in Govern-
ment here.

There may be a grain of truth in what
the minister said, but most citizens of

this state would object to Sinn Féin
being part of any Government of the
Republic, while the IRA continues to

exist and bear arms.
The position is that there is one legal

Irish army, and only one.

It would be intolerable if a party with
links to an illegal army were to be in-
vited to join a coalition Government.

The public simply would not wear
such an arrangement.

And Sinn Féin and those within
Fianna Fáil who favour a coalition with
them need to face up to this.

There must be no coalition with Sinn
Féin until the IRA hands up its
weapons.

TYPO: If you can’t spell words, give it your best shot
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● RE: Fireman’s Hut, Patrick Street
I would like to suggest that the site

of the old hut be used as a monitoring
hut for the gardaí. Equip it with monit-
ors connected to CCTV cameras in
Patrick Street. The gardaí would see
what was going on and if there was
trouble they would be on hand to sort
it out within seconds.

If this isn’t suitable, then why don’t
we follow the Prague model? I was in
Prague a few weeks ago and there
was a paddy wagon in the main
square. If there was a paddy wagon
on the streets of Cork at night, would
we have the trouble we are having?

Tomás O Bulmán,
Kilcoran Park,

Youghal, Co. Cork.
● AFTER being in Cork for just a
week, arriving from England, I placed
an ad within the pages of your news-
paper. I was looking for accommoda-
tion near the city centre.

I should like to thank all your
readers who rang me offering accom-
modation and for giving me a very
warm welcome to Cork. I am sorry
that I could not reply to all, this was
because of my mobile phone. Thank
you all,

John Hale,
Kilmartin,

Glasheen Road,
Cork.

● I HAVE been left an Irish picture. It
states ‘Landscape of Ireland’ in Irish
hand-woven tweed, Recess, Co.
Galway. It was designed and made
by MP Colohan, there is an address
on the back, 107 Stiles Road,
Clontarf, Dublin 3, phone 338817.
also on the back is Booths par drug
Co Ltd 18 October, 1935.

I would be grateful if your readers
could help me find out more about
this beautiful picture. Anything you
could tell me would be great.

Leo J. Moore,
6 Calder Drive,

Catterase, Garstang,
Lancs PR3 1ZL.

Evening Echo, Academy Street,
Cork or 89 O’Connell Street, Lim-
erick.

echo.ed@eecho.ie

A S A professional
writer, people often
stop me in the street
and ask me how it’s

d o n e.
How, week after week, I

come up with insightful
insights into the issues of the
day, be they concerned with
politics, culture, social strati-
fication, or tiny alien ants
that have come to earth to eat
our brains.

At this time of year it is
often students who approach
me with such enquiries, and I
usually send them on their
way with a few swift jabs
from my umbrella.

These students are settled
into college life and after a
few weeks of casual sex and
intoxication they have fi-
nally realised what the main
reason for being in college is
— sleeping past noon.

They also realise that they
probably have to do some
study now that their first as-
signments will soon be due.

They would be wrong. As-
signments, like exams, can be
crammed into one huge
heave the night before they
are due.

In college I left every as-
signment undone until the
day before its deadline.

Then I spent the whole
night, slushed up to my eye-
lids in coffee, writing them.

If you find yourself in such

a position, you must learn
the mystic art of writing in
the early hours. The lack of
sleep may play tricks on your
mind: you might start think-
ing thoughts like, ‘Why are
keyboards not set alphabetic-
ally on a computer?’

Fatigue can be cured by
stimulants such as coffee, ci-
garettes, Sugar Puffs.

Before beginning, it is a
good idea to have some text-
books from the library to con-
sult. Students who completed
their assignments four
weeks in advance of the dead-
line will usually have under-
lined the important stuff and
may have even added little
musings of their own on the
side of the page.

Remember when doing this
research that it is unneces-
sary to read past page 30 of
any textbook.

If you are stuck, you can
always make an imaginary
reference. My preference was
attributing a convenient aph-
orism to Dr Ian Clunnk, Pro-
fessor of Humanities in the
Hawardian Institute at the
University of Vermont.

Feel free to invent your
own experts.

Then there is the question
of using statistics. Benjamin
Disraeli said “There are
three types of lies: lies,
damned lies and statistics.”

So lie. Just make them up.
All lecturers know the old
saying that students use stat-
istics for assignments in the
same way drunks use lamp-
posts when taking a leak:
more for leaning on than illu-
mination. Buy a clipboard,
put a few ticks on it and
pretend you did a survey.

Maybe in a last-minute fit
of panic you will be tempted
to plagiarise someone else’s
work. I would be the last
person to encourage you to
do this. I wonder who the
next person will be?

If you are worrying about
being caught plagiarising in
an academic essay, just
throw in a few swear words
and they will never track you
back to the original author.

Probably the most import-
ant thing in any assignment,
is to remain objective.

This means that at various
periods of composing your
work, you should stand out-
side the room you are work
ing in. Even better, to remain

totally objective you might
stay outside the room and
type by sticking one hand
through the door.

Remember, the form of the
assignment is as important
as the content. I have three
words for you here: struc-
ture, structure, structure.

You must have a begin-
ning, a middle and an end. It
is possible to start with a
middle, follow it with two
beginnings and then finish
with an end, but I wouldn’t
advise it unless you are wear-
ing the adequate clothing.

At this point, I feel I must
point out a very real risk.
Every second level student
has at one time or another,
written an essay, which
ended, “And then I woke up. It
was all a dream. Or was it?”

This is a cop-out at uni-
versity level.

You can’t write a disserta-
tion on John Maynard
Keynes’ economic theories
and finish it by saying, “it
was all a dream,” no matter
how tempting it may be. That

is just bad writing.
Some practical advice to

finish. Make sure that your
grammar is good and that
your spelling impeckible. If
you can’t spell big words, just
give it your best shot. Exam-
iners will be impressed and
give you points for effort.

For clarity, use short
words instead of big words.
Instead of saying, “It is diffi-
cult to give credence to the
postmodern verisimilitude
espoused by Habermas” say,
“Don’t believe the stuff that
guy says.”

Finally, to round the whole
thing off, it is important to
come to a strong conclusion.

The big thing is not to
panic. It’s easy really. Just
look at this article.

I don’t really know much
about writing assignments,
but you wouldn’t guess that I
wrote this in one night,
would you?

I was very tired afterwards
and fell asleep. Then I woke
up with a start. It was all a
dream. Or was it?
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