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Cork’s Shane O’Neill and Shane Dowling of Limerick battle for possession
during last week’s NHL game. Picture: INPHO/Ryan Byrne

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Hand shake between Churchill and de Valera settled an old feud
IT’S the old enemy again at 4pm on
Saturday and if you want to pick a few
holes in soccer’s appeal when com-
pared to rugby, the latter’s guarantee of
an annual joust against our former
rulers is certainly one of them.
Nationalism is a base emotion, one

that appeals to our primal fear of ‘the
other’ and elicits an unwarranted sense
of superiority and pride, but what harm
is there really in throwing a few f-words
at those wearing white this weekend?
The satisfaction every country in the

world gets from beating England is con-
sidered excessive by Angles and
Saxons, yet their bewilderment at why
we find it so exquisite only adds to our
enjoyment.
We haven’t done so on the rugby

pitch in three years, but we won the
three fixtures before that.
We are 7/4 to win this edition and 2/1

joint favourites with the French to win

the Championship, something our op-
ponents are 11/4 to do, despite their
opening day defeat to Les Bleus.
Our battles with the English down the

years have not been confined to the
realm of sport of course, and it’s worth
recalling one the greatest duels here.
The English (or more precisely, the

Normans) first arrived here 900 years
ago, set up a few colonies on the East
coast and began to integrate and
prosper. Being much more polite than
recent Danish visitors, they were gener-
ally accepted and tolerated.
Everybody went about their business

for the next 400 years until the Tudors
decided it was time to reconquer the
whole island. They expended quite a bit
of time and energy doing so, getting quite
far up the locals’ noses as they did.
Gallant allies in Europe arrived from

time to time to try and help us throw of
this yoke, but poor planning and poor

weather (what else?) scuppered them.
Four hundred years later again and

they finally shifted, but for reasons far
too frustrating to get into here, about a
million decided to stay, claiming, fairly
enough I suppose, they had been here
for generations by that stage.
A fragile and tense relationship fol-

lowed for 20 years but it wasn’t until
Eamon de Valera announced Irish
neutrality in World War 2 that the re-
sentment really began to flow this way.
Winston Churchill and Dev began a

war of words over the situation, with

both sides claiming a moral victory
once the dust had settled on Europe.
They didn’t meet in person until

1953, when both were leading their
countries for a second time.
De Valera was invited lunch at 10

Downing Street, and reported after-
wards that Churchill “went out of his
way to be courteous”.
Recent evidence, however, has re-

vealed that after the meal things
became more unpleasant and confront-
ational. Both agreed to settle their feud
like men and, after negotiations,
noughts and crosses was agreed on.
The first six contests ended in a

draw, but Dev outwitted his foe in the
seventh, drawing a line horizontally
through three zeroes.
Downing Street argued Dev had an

unfair advantage in the game being a
mathematician and the long fellow
graciously agreed to a game of hang-

man, only to get stumped by the
seasoned Churchill’s word “bagpipes”.
At this stalemate, someone sugges-

ted they have a game of the recent US
import ‘Rock, Paper, Scissors’.
Churchill initially refused, but after

having the rules explained to him twice,
he pulled his right hand behind his back.
Both showed paper first. Next they

went rock. Then, in one of the most sig-
nificant hand shakes ever made
between the two countries, they
waggled their hands a third time.
Churchill stared down in horror at his

open paw. Dev raised two fingers of
victory in front his old Bulldog face,
then lowered them and began a cutting
motion with his digits into Churchill’s
palm. As he did, Churchill stoically
chewed on his cigar. The pair would
never meet again.
Recommendation: Ireland to win by

1-5 points at 5/1 with PaddyPower.

England are
odds on for win
RUGBY UNION: IRELAND are
receiving a four-point head-start in the
handicap betting for their Six Nations
meeting with England at Twickenham
tomorrow afternoon.
Ireland are 10-11 generally +4 while
England are the same odds -4.
In terms of the match betting, England
are a best-available 8-13 with Paddy
Power and William Hill.
Ireland, meanwhile, may attract punters
at 13-8 while the draw is on offer at
22-1 in places.
England may be favourites but Ireland
are brimming with confidence presently.

Nash may
be worth
a punt for
top player
ANTE-POST favourites for
promotion to the Allianz
NHL Division 1A still, Cork
areunderstandablyaprohib-
itive price to overcome Laois
tomorrow night in
Portlaoise.

Jimmy Barry-Murphy’s side are
foreseen as a 1-50 shot by Boyles to
win the tie however, Stan James are
laying the Leesiders at 1-16.
The aforementioned Irish firm, as

well as Stan James, have Laois in-
stalled as 10-1 chances and the draw
is available at 25-1.
The Rebels, outright favourites to

top the section before a ball was
pucked, retain their place at the
head of the Division 1B market at 4-5
with Paddy Power while Limerick
are the obvious second-favourites at
11-8 at Boyles and Ladbrokes.
In specific relation to Cork’s meet-

ing with Laois, JBM’s outfit are just
7-2 according to bet365 to defeat their
rivals by 15 or more points, odds
that are illustrative of the huge gulf
in quality between the teams.
The Leesiders are sixes with the

firm to win by 13-14 points and 9-2 to
prevail by 11-12.
Interestingly, Power and Lad-

brokes also released their ante-post
GAA/GPA Hurler of the Year odds
this week with Conor Lehane, at 16-1
with both firms, considered a poten-
tial front-runner if Cork are to go
deep into the All-Ireland series.

However, Ladbrokes are even
more appreciative of the impact
Patrick Horgan could have this term
rating him 12-1 third-favourite.
Power, however, are pitching the

northsider as a 20-1 poke which
could seem a tad too big.
Seamus Harnedy is factored in as

the next most likely winner of the
award from a Leeside point of view
with Ladbrokes’ 20-1 an interesting
quote.
However, and even though goal-

keepers, as an unofficial rule, tend to
not win the award, Ladbrokes’ 25-1
about Anthony Nash should not be
sniffed at by any means, especially if
the Kanturk clubman can continue
to defy the naysayers with his su-
perb shot-stopping techniques and
bullet-like set-pieces.
Nash’s profile has soared in the

last 12 months and were Cork to
drive on in 2014 it is highly likely he
will play a major part in that.
Furthermore, he is a gentleman

away from the field, interacts well
with the media, a hugely important
factor believe it or not, and is a fa-
vourite of supporters.
A small investment in Nash at 25-1

should be genuinely given more
than a passing thought.
And sticking with minor plays, the

Kilkenny-Tipp Allianz NHL Division
1A clash should be extremely dogged
and it would come as no surprise if
the game ended level.
Power, Stan James and Ladbrokes

all have the draw at 10-1.
Recommendations

● Anthony Nash to be GAA/GPA
Hurler of the Year 2014: 0.5pt 25-1
Ladbrokes
● Kilkenny v Tipp – draw: 0.5pt 10-1
Paddy Power, Stan James, Lad-
brokes.

Last week
UNFORTUNATELY, four punt-
ing points were lost last
weekend as Tipp and
Kilkenny failed to land our
two bets.
Tipp, advised to beat Water-
ford by five or more points
(1pt 11-10 Paddy Power),
failed to deliver while the
Cats (3pts 8-11 Boyles) only
managed a draw with Clare.

Froch is well fancied
BOXING: BETVICTOR and Coral are
virtually convinced Carl Froch will
defeat George Groves when the
fighters battle it out in May.
Interestingly, both firms make Froch the
warm order 1-2 favourite to win the
fight.
However, Stan James are not so
convinced pitching a best-available 4-6
to bettors.
Groves is 13-8 for victory while bwin lay
33-1 the draw. Froch could well be
supported at 11-8 with Paddy Power et
al to win by KO, TKO or disqualification.

Scope for Scott bet
GOLF: DEFENDING champion Adam
Scott's odds for The Masters at
Augusta in mid-April in wide-ranging
from the odds-compilers.
Scott is just 10-1 in some spots but
16-1 elsewhere.
Tiger Woods is the 7-1 outright
favourite with skyBET however, Woods
is just 11-2 with winner.
Rory McIlroy is 6-1 with some firms but
is a top industry price of 7-1.
Phil Mickelson's odds of 16-1 with Coral
are interesting, especially when you
consider 888sport are laying merely
11-1. Henrik Stenson is 22-1.

Hurricane is flying
HORSE RACING: The ante-post
Champion Hurdle market for the
Cheltenham Festival has developed
into one of the most fascinating betting
blocks in quite a while.
The New One has been usurped as
outright favourite in many firms now by
Hurricane Fly who is currently trading
as low as 11-4 but that can still be
punted on at 3-1.
The New One is 3-1 generally also.
In a truncated market, My Tent or Yours
and Our Conor are no greater than 5-1.
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