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Boom time for
Carrigtwohill

ECHO F E AT U R E S

IT is one thing when a
person loses their marbles.
The state can intervene
and doctors can prescribe
medication.

But what is the proper re-
action when a whole coun-
try is afflicted? What should
we do if a modern EU
nation lost its marbles?

The 170-year-old strain
on Anglo-Greek relations
tightened again last week
when one of Britain’s lead-
ing archaeologists insisted
that her government should
not return to Athens the
statues and fragments that
one of its 19th century dip-
lomats had looted from the
Acropolis: The Elgin
Marbles.

In the 1800s, Lord Elgin
made a deal with the
Sultan and shipped
two-thirds of the artwork
from the Parthenon and
other temples to Britain.
Since 1832 the Greeks
have been asking for them
back.

Now Dorothy King from
King’s College in London
reckons that if the pieces
were returned they would
not be treated as well as if
they were to remain in the
British Museum (the institu-
tion that damaged much of
the work with a botched
cleaning job in the 1930s).

She also believes if they
were returned to Athens
they would suffer from the
ill-effects of being in the
heaviest polluted city in
Europe. (The Elgin Marbles
were kept in a coal shed for
a decade after they arrived
in Britain).

Wait, before you carry
on, what do you know
about Greek art or archi-
tecture?

I happened to do Clas-
sical Studies in school.

Mind if we test that
claim?

Shoot.
What is the meaning of

the term ‘Contrapposto’?
I said I did Classical

Studies, not that I passed
it.

So why the sudden in-
terest in the Elgin
Marbles?

Well, the Parthenon is
little more than a series of
columns based on weak
foundations.

Sort of like your weekly
journalistic output then?

Just for that, your inter-
jections end here.

Anyway, when I was
living in England, I had a
colleague from Thes-
saloniki in Greece. His
name was Paris. I am not
making that up. Anyway
again, when we were ever
after a few drinks we’d start
getting angry about the
marbles and devise of
ways to smuggle them
back to his homeland.

Instead, as the night

grew, we would conspire to
sabotage Stonehenge and
blow up imperial monu-
ments in Ireland. This
gradually receded into
shouting at passing English
people about the travesty
of what happened to the
marbles.

Most ignored us because
they didn’t know what The
Elgin Marbles were, and if
they did they usually
couldn’t penetrate our ac-
cents. But one particular
night a young man picked
up the thread. First he
pointed out Napoleon’s pil-
lage of antiquity in Egypt,
to which we said fair
enough, but then he made
his mistake: He gave us
the example of Britain’s gift
of London Bridge to the
state of Arizona in the US.

HAHA! we replied, point-
ing out first that the bridge
in question was sold to the
Yanks, and also that they
thought they were buying
the Tower Bridge. London
Bridge was the Luther Blis-
sett of bridges we ex-
plained (when AC Milan in-
explicably bought Blissett
from Watford they thought
they were signing John
Barnes) and he was forced
to retreat in shame.

Roger Casement, the
Irish gun-runner who was
hanged for treason by the
British Empire, once wrote:
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Stirring poetry and all
that this surely is, I must
say that I have had a
change of heart. If the Brit-
ish government were to
offer the marbles back to
Greece now, I would
advise them to refuse.

This is based on last
week’s discovery by the
Russian Secret Service
that British spies have
been camouflaging com-
munication devices as
rocks.

What guarantee do the
Greeks have that if the
marbles were returned they
wouldn’t be hooked up with
sophisticated spying equip-
ment. In fact, who says that
there isn’t a giant radio
mast inside the Wellington
Monument in Phoenix Park
enabling Downing Street to
listen to every mobile
phone call made in this
country. It sure sounds
far-fetched, but I say we
blow it up just to be safe.

T HE sleepy vil-
lage of Carrigt-
wohill has had a
wake-up call.

It is set to change
beyond recognition in
the next few years as
more than 1,000 jobs and
4,000 houses are intro-
duced.

The forthcoming
boom is being broadly
welcomed by locals —
but inevitably, there are
some reservations.

Will the village lose its
character? Can it cope
with the massive influx
of people and business?

They are good prob-
lems, but problems non-
e t h e l e s s.

Affectionately known
as ‘Carrig’ by locals, Car-
rigtwohill is on the
former main Waterford
to Cork road. In the early
1990s, it was well-known
for being a traffic bottle-
neck. But then things
started to change.

A bypass came along,
as did the Jack Lynch
tunnel.

The housing boom
played its part, with
thousands of first-home
buyers. ‘Carrig’ started
to expand.

Then came last week’s
announcement, that the
world’s biggest biophar-
maceutical company,
Amgen, is to bring 1,100
jobs to the area between

now and 2010.
More than 1,000

houses have been built
in the area over the last
two years and another
4,000, at least, are set to
be built under the 2005
County Development
Plan. Planning for a
hotel in the area has also
been approved.

Binding all these de-
velopments together is
the promise that the
Midleton to Cork rail-
way line will re-open by
2009, offering new resid-
ents the chance to com-
mute to the city or Mid-
leton with ease.

And like any booming
rural town, it is thought
that up to 14 different
languages are spoken in
the schools, while people
from up to 28 different
countries live in the
a re a .

“We’ve gone from
being a relatively rural
village into a satellite
town for Cork city,” said
Anthony Barry, chair-
man of the Carrigtwohill
Community Council.

However, although he
welcomes the develop-
ments with open arms,

Mr Barry has his reser-
v at i o n s.

“I welcome the growth
in development in Car-
rigtwohill but I do have
concerns that if the de-
velopments aren’t given
enough thought and the
proper infrastructure
and facilities aren’t put
in place, then, like other
areas, social problems
could follow.

“Carrigtwohill has a
great community spirit
and we want to try and
maintain that.”

Top of Mr Barry’s list
of priorities for the town
is sustainable road infra-
s t r u c t u re.

“We want to maintain
a hub, a vibrant town
c e n t re. ”

Mr Barry also hopes
that Government will
help the area deal with
their teeming schools
and sports facilities.

“The boys’ national
school is nearing capa-
city and while the girls’
national school will
probably be OK for an-
other year or two, if the
population grows as ex-
pected we are facing a
situation where our

schools will be depend-
ing on Portacabins.

“What we’re really
seeing is that the num-
bers aren’t just increas-
ing from the junior and
the senior infant cycle,
but their are children
coming into all classes,
at all levels. The boys’
school really is under
p re s s u re.

“We were given a
promise by the council of
a site for a school and
hopefully that will be
confirmed shortly,” he
said.

“The thing is, is that
all this is happening at
such a rate, that if we
don’t keep our eye on the
ball, than we could have
a problem on our hands.

“We have a 12-acre
GAA facility with three
pitches but our soccer
club has no facilities.
Every night of the
summer, the place is
booked out. You have to
book a pitch a week in
advance. That’s great
but we have to be aware
of this growing need.
We’re hoping to build an
all-weather pitch behind
the community hall but
that costs€650,000 and
that’s a huge amount of
money.”

Mary Carey, the co-or-
dinator with the re-

source centre in Carrigt-
wohill, echoes Mr
Barry’s sentiments.

Amongst the numer-
ous community services
that the centre provides,
up to 60 New Irish take
english classes at night
at the resource centre,
while up to 40 children
take part in the centre’s
after school service at
the centre.

This is just a glimpse
of the demand on the
c e n t re.

“What we’re saying is
put the resources in
before you put the people
in. The facilities that are
here are here since the
early 1990s but since
then we have had an
influx of people.

“We need adequate fa-
cilities to cater for the
growing population and
to help the new people in
the area integrate into
the community,” she
said, adding that the
area is ‘crying out’ for a
youth club or youth
café.

“We badly need a place
for the youth to go. We
did a feasibility study t
in 2004 and youths all
said that they had
nowhere to go. There are
pubs and restaurants but
their no good for kids,”
she said.
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OLGA CRONIN drops in on
Carrigtwohill and finds a

village braced for the
challenges ahead

RO B E RT
O’SHEA on a

country still
crying over

their lost
m a r bl e s.

ALL CHANGE: Will Carrigtwohill lose its character
with the news of 1,000 new jobs and 4,000 new
houses for the area? Inset: Anthony Barry,
chairman of the Carrigtwohill Community Council.
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