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RESULTS,FIXTURES

SNOOKER

Crucible finish on top
but face a tough semi

By DEREK KIELY

Cork Snooker League
P W L Pts

Crucible 14 13 1 13
Youghal CYMS A 14 11 3 11
Shooters 14 9 5 9
AOH 14 9 5 9
Douglas 14 5 9 5
Fermoy 14 3 11 3
Youghal CYMS B 14 3 11 3
Youghal CYMS C 14 2 12 2

Not doing Baddeley is just not good enough
NOT to make a big deal of it or anything
(we say while buffing our impeccable
fingertips, and speaking of impeccable
tips...) but last Thursday if you had the
sense to gaze in the direction of The
Longshot you would have seen we pre-
dicted Aaron Baddeley would win the
NORTHERN TRUST OPEN AT 100-1!
And yes, the capital letters are de-

served.
What with this being Oscar week,

we’d like to take a moment to thank a
few people.
Well one person in particular, our res-

ident golf expert in the offices,
Ronan ‘The Bagman’ Bagnall, who not
only pointed out that Aaron would be
one to watch, but also managed to place
not a single euro of his money on the
Australian, who hadn’t won in four

years. Thanks a mil.
After being a mere eight minutes

away from a 3-1, 7-1 and 16-1 predic-
tion coming up last Wednesday in the
Arsenal-Barcelona game, we would not
have been too surprised if readers might
have wavered the following day, but
congratulations to anyone sensible to
wade in and, again, commiserations to
Ronan and his magic dimpled ball.
Are 100-1 shots really that hard to

predict? Is there a Foinavon out there
every week?
Now that we have zoomed past our

monthly winnings targets, I decided to
use the breathing space to search for
possible one-off event 100-1 shots that
might offer much better value than that.
And I can’t. For example, here is a bet

that has the same odds — P Diddy to be
the next James Bond.
Also 100-1 can be had on the first

child of Peter Crouch and Abbey Clancy
to be named Sven.
Golf lends itself to such long odds

winners a bit more and even though the
likelihood of us tipping another 100-1
shot this week, if the gun was put to my
head I would point to Scot Martin Laird
with SkyBet for the World Golf Match
Play Championships next weekend.

If there was no gun put to my head
but rather a gentle hand placed
non-erotically on my shoulder then I
would say that Geoff Ogilvy is not too
shabby at 30-1 with Bet365.
He plays our own Padraig Harrington

in the opening round and the Australian
has an excellent record in the Matchplay
event, winning in 2006 and 2009 and
finishing runner-up to Swede Henrik
Stenson in 2007.
A year on from the wooden, emotion-

less, stage-managed and quite ap-
palling news conference that Tiger
Woods held after the sex scandal that
enveloped him, the former world
number one remains the favourite in
every tournament he starts.
He is shockingly bad value at 14-1,

especially when Martin Kaymer can be

got at 16s. Get on Ogilvy before he
beats Paddy on Wednesday and sets up
a showdown with Woods, who must
overcome Thomas Bjorn.
Recommendation: With 100-1 bets

comes the promise of a decent slap-up
meal out and for my birthday ending
with a zero this year I had planned to
visit the Heston Blumenthal’s restaurant
The Fat Duck over near Heathrow. A
12-course meal costs £150 and
straitened times mean I’ve put it on the
backburner but in our search for a 100-1
shot we came across the odds for the
Best Restaurant of the Year awards to
be announced in April. The Fat Duck is
a mere 4-1 with Victor Chandler, and al-
though those odds are not as tasty as
the meal would be, if you were on Bad-
deley last weekend it’s worth a bite.

LAST Thursday saw the fi-
nal week of league games in
the Cork Snooker League,
with the Crucible on top of
the pile and Youghal CYMS
A in second place.

Shooters finished in third spot
and the final semi-final qualifier in
fourth spot was the AOH.
The league will now see Youghal

CYMS A play Shooters and the
Crucible take on the AOH in the
league semi-finals on March 3.
With the Cork Snooker League

nearly at an end, next season’s
league is already getting ready for
new teams and new heroes.
It looks very much like the Cue

Club, Killarney will be entering
the Cork Leagues next season and
Connie O’Sullivan, tournament
director for the Munster and
All-Ireland Club Championships at
the Gleneagle Hotel is proprietor of
the Cue Club and told the Evening
Echo: “If the Cork Billiards and
Snooker association (CBSA) ex-
tend an invitation to us next sea-
son to play in the Cork Leagues, we
will definitely take up the option.
“At the start of last season, we

were in contact with the CBSA, but
at that time I was a bit unwell, and
rather that my club team maybe
not being organised enough and
me personally not being able to
give it 100% commitment, I de-
cided it was best to wait for a sea-
son.
“We did compete in the Cork

Leagues before, that was back in
the days when those great friends
of mine, Liam O’Connor, Martin
Horrigan, Brendan Cooney and
David Joyce were in charge of
Cork snooker, and I have to say we
really enjoyed it, even though we
were a bit out of our depth.
“It did improve our players and

our standard, and if we are accep-
ted in this year, it will be much ap-

preciated and we will be giving it
100%.”
Snooker in Kerry has been very

quiet during the past six or seven
years, but there has been a resur-
gence in the game at the Cue Club
who have made a conscious de-
cision to start making a dedicated
effort to revive the fortunes of the
game locally.
They have recently drawn their

first tournament of the year where
we have a very healthy entry of 32
players.
O’Sullivan added: “I am also de-

lighted to announce that we are re-
viving the Kerry Snooker County
Championship.
“This is the most famous of all

the tournaments competed for in
the Kingdom.

“It is a scratch tournament that
dictates who is the best player in
the county. In the late 70s and 80s
it was dominated by Ger ‘Shy’ No-
lan from Castleisland, while in the
90s and early noughties Danny
McGough had a stranglehold on
the event,” he added.
“Unfortunately, the tournament

has not been run since 2004, with
the last two winners being Paddy
Murphy and Danny McGough, but

I am delighted to announce that we
now have the cup back in our pos-
session, and will be running the
event during March and April.”
The County Championship is be-

ing sponsored by Killarney Outlet
Centre, through the centres man-
ager Paul Sherry who said:
“Snooker has always been a pas-
sion of mine, and this being a
county championship adds a cer-
tain prestige to the event. We are
delighted to be involved.”
Finally O’Sullivan said: “We’re

starting right now to prepare our
players for the test that lies ahead
of them if they get to compete in
the Cork leagues. Within the club,
we will be running one major tour-
nament a month as well as weekly
fliers.”

At the relaunch of the Kerry Snooker Championship, which will take place in the Cue Club, KIllarney were Mark Tuite, Paul Sherry, Killarney Outlet Centre,
sponsor, Declan O’Connor and Con O’Sullivan, organiser. Picture: Don MacMonagle

RESULTS
AOH 8 - 2 Youghal CYMS
'C' Shane O'Mahony 3 - 0
Reece Roche, Lloyd My-
ers 2 - 0 Lee Walsh, Kevin
O'Leary 2 - 1 Simon Herli-
hy, Tim Murphy 1 - 1 Ed-
die Hickey
Youghal CYMS 'B' 7 - 8
Crucible, Christopher
Cooney 2 - 1 Ryan
Cronin, James Hennessy
1 - 2 Kieran Cronin, Willi-
am Kelly 2- 1 Cian
Corcoran, Michael Hen-
nessy 0- 3 Daniel
O'Regan, Chris Hennessy
2 -1 Daniel Spillane
Youghal CYMS 'A' 8 - 3
Shooters, Brendan
Cooney 2 - 0 Garry O'Sul-
livan, Adrian Landers 1 -
1 Thomas Greany, Derek
Aherne 2 - 1 Dara Ooster-
loo, Chris Lyons 3 - 0

Walter McCarthy, Ger
Kelly 1- 1 Anthony O'Con-
nor
Breaks: Shane O'Mahony
(AOH) 7373, Chris Lyons
(Youghal A) 55.

FIXTURES
Cork U-16 championships
in Youghal CYMS on Sat-
urday March 5th at
11am.
Cork Snooker League
Semi-Finals will be held
on March 3rd and the Fi-
nal will be on March
10th.
The Orme Shield Snooker
Team Comp. will be held
in Youghal CYMS on the
26th and 27th of March.
Next week in Cork Snook-
er we look ahead to the
European Team Champi-
onships in Malta.


