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ECHONEWS

TODAY is the 200th anniversary of
Lewis and Clark discovering the Great
Falls on the Missouri River, which was
the breakthrough on their trek west
across the then uncharted North
American continent.

I know that doesn’t interest most of
you because whenever I bring the duo
up in what I think is enlightened
conversation, people usually think I’m
talking about the old TV show starring
Teri Hatcher and Superman.

Meriwether Lewis and William Clark
were, in fact, two buddies sent out
west by US president Thomas Jefferson
for some reason or another that I’ve
never really established because once
the conversation brings up Ms Hatch-
er, it rests with Ms Hatcher.

What does interest me though is the
idea of two guys heading off into the
unknown and surviving to tell the tale.

I prefer to travel alone — travelling
companions that are not liquid-based
get on my nerves. If I were to choose
to head off into the wilderness, I’d be
by myself, even if this meant ending up
like the guy who got his hand caught
under that rock and had to cut it off.
Can you believe he wrote a whole
book on the back of that (the experi-
ence not the rock). I mean the plot is
fairly thin: “I got my hand stuck under a
rock. I cut it off. It f***ing hurt.”

I imagine, though I’m not certain, that
the title was ������� � ��	
� ��� �
�������	� though I think a better title
would be �������������������	
�

Anyway. Independent: this is just the
way I am. I’d be George Mallory to
Norgay and Hillary; Charlie Lansbor-
ough to Foster and Allen; Lindbergh to
Alcock and Brown.

Tomorrow, two American adventur-
ers, Steve Fossett and Mark Rebholz
will begin an attempt to retrace the
1919 Trans-Atlantic flight of Alcock
and Brown, hoping to land their replica
Vickers Vimy biplane in the west of
Ireland, 18 hours later and exactly 86
years after the original duo

In March, Fossett, inspired by
Lindbergh, completed the first solo,
non-stop flight around the world.

He believes tomorrow’s trip will be
tougher, citing the early aircraft design
being difficult to handle. Not a bit; al-
most a full day stuck on a plane with
only one other human on board in this
day and age is the bigger problem:

[Fosset as Alcock. Rebholz as
Brown]

Brown: �����	����������������������
������ ������� ��� ���� �������� � �� !���
� ������������ ��	�����"

Alcock: [sarcastically] �# ��� �$ �
$������������������%���������&!��	��� ��
������ �������%"

Brown: ��   ' �� �� � � ����
���
�!���� � �� ��� ���  �!�� �� $�
�� ��
�$��(��	��������(������������$�"

Alcock: ����) ������(� � �� ������
� ��(��*��&���$�
��(�$�����!����"

Brown: ��������� ��������������%"
Alcock: ��� ����� � ��&������( ��� 

���%"
Brown: ��������� �!��)�))���"

Alcock: �# ��� ��� ��� ��� ��� � ��
��������(�!���������������
�+���%"

Brown: ����������"
Alcock: �*�� �����$����� �� ��	
� ���

����������"
Brown: �,��&�����������
��"
Alcock: ����������&��-������� �� �������

��� ���� .��  ����'� � ��  ��� ���)�����
������� � ��� ��������� �� � (����	�����
# �����������(���� �������%"

Brown: ������� /0�  ����� � ����
�� ���� �� $�
� ��$� ��$�� �) �� � �
�����!��%"

Alcock: ���
� ��$�� ��$� �)%� ,�
����
������� ���	����	������ ���������	
1	���������$�� ��(%"

Brown: �. ����$�( � �����)��!�����(
�����"

Alcock: [sighs] ����!�����(� �����
[loudly] #����� ��� $���� -���� 
��)��(
2���������� ����3������ �������$����%"

[Silence, almost. Brown shifts
around uncomfortably in his seat.]

Brown: [whispers] �4�$����	�	
�"
Alcock: [!]
Brown: �� ����� ��	�	
� ����� ���

$���� )�� �)�� $�!��(� ���� ���� �
������������������&��	��� ��(�$��
�����"

Alcock: �� 	��&���. ������� ������3��
���� ����)���������"

Brown: �,���'����	�$������(��� ��
��� ��� �����% �  ��� � ����� � �� ���&�
����(� ���� ��$����� ���$���� ��� �
	��&���!��������	 �$���������	�������
���� � ��� ,���� 5���� ������ ����� �����
# ���������� �!�����(������$�	 %"

Alcock: ��� �))��������
��.���������"
[An hour passes in silence as the

two consider the profundity of this re-
mark.] ���'�# ��&��� ��������%"

Brown: �. ��)��)������"
Alcock: �6�����&������ �!��&��5������

4�����"
[Brown fumbles to turn off his mobile

phone.]
Alcock: �,� ���� ����� ��  �!�� ��


�����%�*���
���� ��� �������������� � � �
������$�����"

[More time passes. Tempers cool.]
Alcock: ��� ���� ���
���� � ��������

�����������������	�������7���������"
Brown: �# ��%� 7��������� [Brown

is harried] 1 ���( ���# ������ ����)��+
���� )�	
���  �!�� ��� ��� �� �����	���� ��
�)��%"

Alcock: [reaching back his hand]
�7�!��� �$����$��"

Brown: �6�����	�� ������" [the packet
bursts open and spills the nuts over
the floor, into the flight controls].

Alcock: ����)�������(��������"
Brown: �������� . �� ����� ���&�� �)� ��

$�	 �� ���� �� ��� ��
�� � ���� $��������
� ��
�����������"

Alcock: “���������� � ��
��� ��������
� ������������(���� �$% [turns around]
# ��� ���� ��� ����(� ����
��(%� *��&��
��))����������������(�� ��)�����"

Brown: �# ����������$���%��&$�� �
����!���(����������"

Alcock: �6����&$�� ����!��"
Together: ��������( '"

When it comes to
travel, two’s a crowd,

says ROBERT O’SHEA

for future Cockpit capers on
a flight of fancy

Catholic Church into 21st century

and ordained personnel to support
the changes in parishes.
● Lay people would be encouraged
to lead ceremonies such as stations
of the cross, rosaries, and so on.

The decision by the clergymen to
back the plan was made during one
of the biggest gatherings of priests
from the diocese in the past 10
y e a r s.

More than 98 priests came togeth-
er at the Plaza Hotel in Killarney in
October of last year to give the plan
their seal of approval.

Speaking about the launch of the
final Pastoral Strategy, Bishop
Buckley said it is a time of great
change for the diocese.

He said he looks forward to in-
creased involvement in the Church
by lay people.

But he is also hopeful that
through this added participation in
the running of the Church, there
will be a knock-on increase in voca-
t i o n s.

“Today there is a great willing-
ness amongst people to get involved
in the Church. The idea is for
people’s involvement to continue.
To put their talents and services to
good work. Everyone has a gift, we
are asking them to use this gift for
o t h e r s.

“I am hopeful that vocations will

improve as a result. People will
realise during their work for the
church that we need priests too. In
the early Church the community
chose their priests,” he said.

The Bishop added that the central
message of the strategy is to encour-
age people to take ownership of the
C h u rch .

“In the past number of years we
have put a lot of work into the
Pastoral Strategy. We have been
trying to renew parishes and bring
people together.

“The strategy is very straightfor-
ward. We are encouraging people to
take part, to take ownership of the
church. In the past it was left to the
minister of the gospel, but because
of a fall off in the number of
vocations, we can no longer do it
by ourselves. It is a great feeling
to finally release this strategy
after three years hard work,” he
said.

Bishop Buckley added that there
is no question of individual par-
ishes losing their identity because
of the dwindling number of
p r i e s t s.

“On the contrary, this strategy
will build communities by sharing
resources and talents. By the devel-
opment of Pastoral Area, priests
will share duties and allow for a
sharing of talent between parishes.

“People will be encouraged to
share in the gift of service to
others,” he said.

According to the Bishop the
strategy is based on the teachings of
the Late Pope John Paul II.

“The idea of community and
church working closer together was
something very close to his heart.

“Before he died the Pope wrote
about his longing to see the church
and its people working in commu-
nion with each other to build better
communities,” he said.

��
I am hopeful that vocations will improve
as a result. People will realise during
their work for the church that we need
priests too. In the early church the
community chose their priests.

MASSGOERS: There are plans to increase lay people’s involvement in the Church.

The Pastoral Strategy in full: Pages 19-22


