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Rory can be
king of the
jungle at Fota

MY STARTLING inability to procure free tickets
for anything anymore will probably mean I don’t
get to Fota over the next few days.
This is a time of the year I always associate

with trips to the island too.
When you grew up in East Cork, it was either

Trabolgan or the Coliseum for birthday parties,
but all other “occasions” involving kids usually
meant a trip to the Wildlife Park.
There are plenty of kids around the country

who would have given their right arm (keep your
hands away from the cage, said the signs) to be
so close to a menagerie, but familiarity breeds
boredom as quickly as prairie dogs breed when
they have no natural competitors.
And when every one of your school tours in

primary school bar one involves a trip to Fota,
zoological attractions don’t hold the same fascin-
ation. It didn’t help that our school was less than
three miles away from the entrance.
The variety of animals was not so rich back

then. At school we learned zoos had elephants,
lions, tigers and gorillas. Fota had none of these.
There were giraffes, but they did not come

outside in the rain.
The big cat was a cheetah, but his most im-

pressive attribute wasn’t given the platform it de-
served as he could only accelerate from 0-5mph
before banging his head into a fence.
Spider monkeys were intriguing right up until

the moment we saw them and realised they
were just monkeys, not half-spider, half-monkey.
So by the third visit, we would, en masse,

decamp to the playground and pile into the
bouncy contraption (not a castle) with the
multi-coloured balls. This was an arena where
the rules of the jungle were applied at their most
stark. You weren’t supposed to throw the balls at
each other, but you probably weren’t supposed
to allow 35 kids in it at the same time either.
Some of the kids who were trying to enjoy the

experience would quickly disappear under a sea
of balls, to be trod on by marauding miniature
monsters, and only resurface many minutes
later. I’d find a bouncy corner, claw the side-net
that was there to stop us falling out with one
hand and peg balls at those who had pissed me
off during the previous year with the other.
If a particularly horrible specimen happened to

be passing before my spot, I would launch
myself at him after he had just gone by and take
us both down into the orbed depths.
Rarely did a child make it out without tearing

up at some point, but when we did emerge,
although there were no set rules or even a game
to speak of, one kid was always silently acknow-
ledged to be the winner.
Recommendation: What has all this got to do

with the golf at Fota this weekend? Nothing at
all, but when it’s sunny outside I do tend to get
nostalgic. I do, however, expect the strongest to
thrive on this course and even at odds as short
as 5/1 I’m going to take Rory McIlroy to win the
Irish Open. If you want e/w odds, take Simon
Thornton at 200/1 with Ladbrokes.

JKA Karate kicks
open its doors at
Dennehy’s Cross

NORMALLY when some-
body kicks open the
doors, it is not a good sign
but JKA (Japan Karate
Association) Ireland
kicked open the doors of a
new national centre of ex-
cellence for the sport at
Dennehy’s Cross.

The opening is due to the
hard work put in by the many
volunteers within the club
who toiled to earn enough for
a home of their own.
Deputy Lord Mayor Cllr

Kenneth O’Flynn officiated at
the opening of the new dojo
and was impressed by the fa-
cilities.
Special mention was made

of the tremendous work done
by chief instructor Sensei
Noel Casey and the members
of the JKA in securing Cork
as the host city for the
European Karate Champion-
ships in 2016.
It is a huge event for Ire-

land and especially for the
city of Cork.
Deputy O’ Flynn noted that

events such as those are a cru-

cial economic stimulus to the
city, and an influx of over
2,000 people would offer Cork
the potential to showcase its
cultural diversity and charac-
ter as well as bring money in-
to the local economy.
Sensei Casey, who pion-

eered and established JKA
Karate in Ireland over 40
years ago, was also highly
commended by the Deputy
Mayor on the achievement of
securing his seventh dan
black belt in Tokyo last year.
“To have an instructor of

such rank is most noteworthy
and indeed a huge asset to the
code of karate in Ireland,”
said Cllr O’Flynn.
Karate, known also as the

‘art of empty hand fighting’,
is a martial art which is gain-
ing in popularity due to its
emphasis on aspects of fit-
ness.
It is also an excellent activ-

ity for children as it promotes
self-discipline and respect,
but karate’s benefits are for
all ages and adults are
equally encouraged to parti-
cipate.
The new Centre of Excel-

lence at Dennehy’s Cross is
currently open for new mem-
bers with training taking
place on Tuesday evenings at
7pm.
See www.jkaireland .com or

contact 087-4133 653 for more
information.

KARATE

Sensei Noel Casey
who is the chief instructor
for JKA Ireland with
deputy Lord Mayor Cllr
Kenneth O’Flynn who
opened the new dojo in
Dennehy’s Cross.

Passage book place in semis
Passage 2
Irish Examiner/Evening Echo 0

PASSAGE overcame Irish
Examiner/Evening Echo in the
CWSSL Senior League Kevin
Barry Cup this week.
These two sides met for the
second week running and this
game followed the same pattern
as the first with little between the
two teams.
Passage started well and took the
lead after 13 minutes when Diane
Barrett met a long throw from
Laura McCarthy with a smart
flick to leave the keeper rooted to
the spot.
Passage were on top for the first
half an hour and went close
through Laura McCarthy and
Shannon Twomey.
The visitors came more into it for
the rest of the half, but Passage
defended well and clear chances
were hard to come by for Irish
Examiner/Evening Echo.
Passage came out of the traps
quickly for the second half and
had three or four chances early
on, with Orla Higgins and Karen
Twomey each hitting the post.
The visitors were always a threat

and the defence had to be on
their toes at all times.
Karen Twomey made it 11 for the
season to ease the nerves on 87
minutes and see Passage into the
semi-finals.
Passage had previously defeated
Glounthane away 4-0.
Passage were the better team in
the first half, but the very young
Glounthaune side turned in a
spirited performance in the
second period and they had good
chances from Emma Casey,
Nicole Hickey and Moyra
Morrissey before Caroline O'Neill
and Therese Deehan had to go off
with bad injuries leaving
Glounthaune with 10.
Others to impress for
Glounthaune were Chloe Casey
and Kasey Marnell.
Meanwhile, Lakewood Rangers
accounted for College
Corinthians 5-1.
Both sides started brightly with
Corinthians having the first
opportunity, but a volley from a
low cross flew by the post.
Aoife Barrett put Lakewood in

front with a looping header and
Eimear Knightly scored a brace
to mark her return to Lakewood,
two clinical finishes from tight
angles on the right and left to put
the Oven outfit in the driving
seat.
It wasn't all one-way traffic,
though, with Corinthians pulling
one back before half-time.
The scoreline didn't reflect the
closeness of the game which saw
O'Donovan in action on a number
of occasions.
Lakewood upped the pace of the
game in the second half.
Barrett was again on-target for
Lakewood's fourth, a well-taken
shot which dipped over the
Corinthians' keeper.
Melissa Finn added a fifth for
Lakewood with a well-taken
individual effort.
It rounded off a flattering result
for the home team in what could
have been a much tighter affair.
The result will bring confidence
to a Lakewood team with a
difficult task away to Ballina
Town FC in the Intermediate Cup
on Sunday.
Best for Lakewood were Mairead
Kelly, Aisling Harrington and
Cliona Barrett.

WEST CORK SOCCER

By Peter McNamara

Eimear Knightly scored a brace to
mark her return to Lakewood.


