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THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

DARTS

Champion Adrian Lewis
had no easy path to his
quarter-final having had
a wobble against Kevin
Painter.

Book Thief can steal a march on his rivals in Limerick
DO YOU perchance recall the

we printed this day last
week? A punchy detective mystery that
made up in flimsy detail what it lacked in
logic.
Well if you do, read on, for today we

can reveal just what was afoot in the
betting shop that day, a day that was like
any other day in the bookies, except for
the crumpled body of Old Mister Nugent
decorating one of its stools.
Former hotshot detective Walters was

on the scene and figured he had found
the culprit through a ruse that involved
betting dockets, tiny pens and a nose for
nefarious no-gooders.
“You’re under arrest for the murder of

Ned Nugent,” he said, as he tightened
his grip on the shoulder of the man he
considered his only suspect.

“You’re crazy,” shouted the man,
trying to shake his arm free of Walters’
vice-like fist squeeze.
“A lot of people have called me that

down the years. They said I was crazy
when I fingered Molly McLintock for
chopping up the late Mr McLintock. Said
I got too involved in the case! Know
what they call her now? ‘Murdering’
Molly, last I heard.
“They nearly sent me to the looney

bin when I suggested the bomb that
ripped through downtown hadn’t been
an act of terrorism but the result of an
unlikely chemical reaction between
some bubble gum and a certain brand of
ice-cream; but did you ever see an

lolly again?
“They called me crazy when I said

Lee Harvey Oswald used an ironing

board to lean out the window at the
book depository to get his crosshairs on
JFK’s noggin...
“And you stink of booze...” interrupted

his main suspect, “... anyway, I heard you
were kicked off the force. Let me go!”
One of the other suspects then piped

up: “What makes you think he did it?”
“Well. when I asked you all to write

just four words on a docket each,
anonymously, I guessed correctly the
murderer would take this one chance to

confess without being caught.
“This man was the only one to

scrunch up his docket, while the rest of
you folded them.
“What did he write?”
“ That sealed

his fate. The boys down at the precinct
will get the details out of him, one way or
another.
“I didn’t write that!” yelled the main

suspect. “I wrote ”
One by one they then all noticed the

racing commentator on the 1.35 was
getting increasingly excited.
“

The suspect shook his arm free of a
startled Walters. “Now you happy?”

Walters dropped to his knees and
found a crumpled docket with
” written across it.
What none of them noticed was the

supposedly erstwhile Ned Nugent was
no longer slumped forwards on the
counter and underneath the docket
where he had written ‘ ’, was also
now a smiley face.
One of the cashiers rushed on to the

floor and said: “If things weren’t bad
enough, we’ve also just been robbed...
where’s the body gone!”
Walters looked smiled to himself. He

had been duped but knew it wasn’t
going to be the last time he crossed
paths with Ned Nugent.
Recommendation: Take the best

price tomorrow morning on The Book
Thief in the 3.20 at Limerick.

Lewis is
made to
fight hard
for his win

TWO-TIME world champi-
on Adrian Lewis booked his
place in the quarter-finals
of the Ladbrokes World
Darts Championship with a
battling 4-2 win over Kevin
Painter at Alexandra
Palace.

Lewis appeared to be cruising to
victory in the final contest of the
evening but suffered a wobble that
allowed his opponent back into the
match.
Trailing 2-0, Painter fought back

to level at 2-2 but Lewis stayed on
course for a third successive title
by taking six of the next eight legs
to set up a last-eight clash against
Michael van Gerwen.
“I’m very pleased to win the

match as Kevin has been in better
form than me coming into this
match,” Lewis said.
“We are now into the business

end of the tournament and I have
proved over the last two years that
I know how to get the job done.
“I’m really looking forward to

playing Michael in the next round.
He has had an incredible year with
his win in the World Grand Prix,
and is probably a world champion
in waiting.”
Van Gerwen overcame injuries

to both feet to reach the last eight
with a 4-1 win over Colin Lloyd.

The Dutchman limped
throughout the contest after an ini-
tial injury to his right foot was ex-
acerbated by a achilles problem on
his left.
However, Van Gerwen overcame

his troubles to prevail and said:
“I’m so happy to reach the
quarter-finals of the World Cham-
pionships for the first time.
“I never expected to play as well

as I did, considering I am suffering
quite a lot of discomfort in my left
foot. I feel that this win is a big
step for me in trying to win my
first World Championship.”
Raymond van Barneveld needed

just a shade over half an hour to
book his place in the quarter-fi-
nals, sweeping aside Gary Ander-
son 4-0.
An encounter tipped to be a clas-

sic in the end lasted just 33
minutes. Five-time world champi-
on Van Barneveld hit top gear as
his opponent choked on the big
shots – missing 23 times on
doubles.
“The key to my win was taking

the first set, which gave me huge
confidence”, said van Barneveld,
who will now face Simon Whitlock
in the last eight.
“After that Gary’s level seemed

to drop and he didn’t produce the
high scoring that saw him hit 19
maximums against John Bowles.
“I’m looking forward to playing

Simon tomorrow night. He is a
world-class player and has few
weaknesses. I have a tough game
on my hands.”
Whitlock edged into the

quarter-finals with a seven-set win
over Dave Chisnall.
The Australian just got across

the line for a 4-3 victory after
Chisnall failed to capitalise on a
3-2 lead in the deciding set.
Whitlock posted a 152 checkout

to level the final set before taking
the next two legs to prevail in dra-
matic circumstances.
“When I fell 3-2 down in the final

set I was well aware that I had to
produce something special, and I
did that with the 152 finish,” Whit-
lock said.
“Dave’s an excellent player and

we’ve had a few tough battles in re-
cent months, and today’s match
was no different. I led the match
three times but could never shake
Dave off and I had to dig very
deep.”
World number three James

Wade enjoyed a straight-sets win
over Holland’s Vincent van der
Voort and will now meet Wes New-
ton – a 4-1 victor over Mark
Walsh.

TONIGHT
PDC World Championship

Sky Sports 1, 7pm

World number three James Wade enjoyed a straight-sets win over Holland’s
Vincent van der Voort.


