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Cork rumbles to

THEY say you can’t fight City Hall
but no one ever mentioned anything
about fighting in it.

Thankfully so, because it was the venue for
the first professional boxing show in Cork in
over a decade on Saturday night.

The Walsh brothers from Shanagarry
topped the bill and they didn’t disappoint the
home crowd as they both had impressive vic-
tories, if in somewhat brief contests.

The loudest cheer of the night came when
older brother Billy stepped into the ring for
his third professional contest. The Boston-
based puncher had won both previous bouts,
in the US and at The Point in Dublin last
y ea r.

The 33-year-old gave the crowd an exciting
first round in his scheduled six-round welter-
weight contest with Slovakia’s Miroslav Ku-
bik, but the nine-time amateur Irish champion
was not overly happy with this.

“I got a bit carried away in the first round,
being in front of the home crowd for the first
time,” said Billy afterwards.

“The plan was to slow it down, be calm and
use my boxing skills, draw him in and then hit
him but midway through the first round I got
too excited. It was great for the fans but I was
too anxious and throwing too many punches.
It wasn’t what we had planned.

“My coach (Pascal Collins) told me this and
in the second round I tried to change it but it
was frustrating, because he was tying me up
and holding on to me.”

Billy admitted his timing was off with a few
punches and this led to him being caught and
suffering a cut above the left eye in the second
round. But by then he was hurting the Slovak
with good body shots and one such sweet blow
ended it a minute into the third round.

“It ended up a bit of a brawl but I came out
the stronger,” concluded Billy, who now hopes
to fight on Patrick’s night in Boston. After that
he plans to fight in New York and then Collins
wants to bring him back to Cork in the sum-
mer for another Gary Hyde promotion.

Whether younger brother Pa would be avail-
able for such an occasion is still up in the air
as he was subdued after his light welterweight
win.

Pa was cautious in the opening round,
hardly surprising given it was his first pro
fight. His opponent Tibor Rafael was a former
European amateur bronze medallist so he was

entitled to respect. In the second round Walsh
stepped it up and his good bodywork paid off
as the Slovak went down. Rafael was down on
his haunches again 30 seconds later after what
seemed like an innocuous shot. He rose but
was not looking comfortable. After another
right to the body sent him to his knees the ref

called it off with 20 seconds left in the round.
Pa was disappointed that the fight had not

been more of a challenge and questioned
whether he would do it again.

“I’ll have to think about it, but I am disap-
pointed tonight. I’d like to have another go,
but we’ll see. When you’ve been putting in so
much training, getting up at 5am, then going
to work, then to the gym, you feel tired con-
stantly and you want something more than
that at the end of it. My opponent just wasn’t
up to it tonight. We’ll see.”

The most experienced boxer on the card was
Belfast’s Neil Sinclair, a former world title
challenger in 2000 and veteran of 34 fights,
with five defeats (29-5).

Sinclair was never in any danger of losing
his welterwight contest with Arek Malek from
Poland but it wasn’t until the third round that
Sinclair’s industriousness started paying off.
The whole left side of the Pole’s face and his
ear were red as he walked back to the corner
at the end of the round, evidence of the Ulster-
man’s power.

The ref stepped in after a particularly potent
body shot in the fourth, and even though the
Pole didn’t seem in any great trouble, he was
never going to win the fight.

“I was surprised when he stopped it so early
but he was not throwing anything back, I sup-
pose,” said Sinclair in his dressing room after-
w a rd s.

The scene at City Hall last Saturday night before the light-welterweight contest between Pa Walsh and Tibor Rafael. Picture: Larry Cummins

Shanagarry’s Pa Walsh raises his arms in victory. Picture: Larry Cummins

Rafael crashes to the floor and the fight is over.

A cornerman checks out Derryman Paul McCloskey’s cut.


