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Fermoy needs
jobs injection

‘This town has a lot to offer companies’

THOSE of you who know
me intimately, or who are
reading this opening para-
graph for a second time,
will know I am no big fan of
labels. Not labels on food-
stuffs that list calorie and
carbohydrate information,
or the like, but labels attrib-
uted to human groups.

Take the phrase ‘the
weaker sex,’ as it is applied
to women. This is ex-
tremely derogatory, some-
how implying that females
are not as strong as males.
Tell that to a praying mantis
who has just devoured her
husband. It will do you no
good because the praying
mantis has no ears, and if it
did, probably wouldn’t hear
you over the munching.

Anyway, ‘weaker sex,’
while not as insulting as
‘weakest sex,’ is not
something we should be
hearing in this day and
age. Instead of ‘weaker
sex,’ how about we say ‘the
second strongest sex’? I
know this smacks of politic-
al correctness gone
cuckoo, but anything is
better than women beating
up men on the streets, just
to prove something.

While the argument over
which is the stronger sex is
one that could rage on for
several more paragraphs,
what seems beyond doubt
— and will be proven once
again when college places
are handed out this autumn
— are indications that
women are mentally
stronger than men, apro-
pos, the frightening statist-
ics that girls outperform
boys in nearly every sub-
ject in the Leaving Cert.

This all flies in the face of
surveys on IQ, that show
men, on average, do five
points better in ‘intelli-
gence’ tests. That these
tests are not universally ac-
cepted as a reliable meas-
ure of intellectual ability is
understandable, though
that the greater number of
‘geniuses’ acclaimed by —
our admittedly patriarchal
— society are men, would
suggest male domination
at the higher end of the
market.

But while men dominate
the top at IQ tests, they
also tend to clog the
bottom: Just as there are
more exceptionally clever
men than exceptionally
clever women, there are
also more exceptionally
stupid men than stupid
women.

The obvious answer to
why girls are doing better
at school is that they are
working harder. Let’s not
forget it took Marie Curie
four years of back-breaking
work to make a break-
through with radiation and

earn grudging respect for
women in the sciences.
Then there’s Alexander
Fleming, who forgot to
clean a petri dish and —
Hey Presto! — Penicillin.

So what recent trends in
education seem to be
showing is that women are
now reaping the rewards of
greater effort.

As an example of the
new lethargic male, I
present myself. I was
offered one course from my
CAO picks, a tenth choice,
which I had thrown in as a
joke.

Why did I not get a place
in a prestigious journalism
course or enter the hal-
lowed halls of Trinity? Lack
of application is the sad
an s w e r.

I spent several years at
secondary school filling the
tiny boxes on the left-hand
pages of science copy-
books to create attractive
symmetrical designs.
Somewhere in my attic
there are pencil-cases full
of tiny fragments of things
that I cut up with my
topper’s blade. More pages
of my copybooks are
covered in hangman, than
English, Irish and maths
work combined (a friend
and I reached a level of
hangman that probably has
no equal in history).

Another classmate and I
had a competition (well,
competition is the wrong
word, ongoing battle of
wills is better, although that
suggests something more
noble) where we would see
who could hit each other in
the arm last. He was
stronger than me and had
a special way of twisting
his knuckle on impact to in-
flict maximum pain. I fa-
voured the traditional
thump. It was a pointless
endeavour because he
was a psychopath, in the
best sense of the word, if
there is a best sense to
that word, and I never won
(though I did once give him
a dead arm, something I
never suffered myself).

To this day, I wonder if
he would not trade total en-
lightenment for the oppor-
tunity to hit me and then
board a rocket to another
galaxy (looking out the
window at me, laughing
and pointing). Sometimes I
think back on this, and
laugh, but then realise I
could have learned an en-
tirely different language
(German) if it hadn’t been
for him.

But, if there is one bit of
advice I could give the
young men of Leaving Cert
as they prepare to fill out
their CAO forms this week,
it would be I—-I I——-I I-I
I——I.

F ERMOY town
councillor, Mi-
chael Hanley
today called on

the Government to con-
sider the town for ‘fur-
ther decentralisation’
following the latest jobs
blow to hit the town.

The Independent
councillor said he would
‘welcome the proposi-
tion for a new prison’ to
be located outside
Fermoy, at Kilworth.

And he said the Gov-
ernment should ‘look at
Fermoy as an attractive
proposition’ for further
and wide-ranging de-
cen t r ali s at ion.

He was speaking in the
wake of the announce-
ment last week of the
closure of the FCI plant
in the town, with 240 job
losses, which followed
the proposed loss of 300
jobs at BUPA Ireland.

“I would appeal to the
Government to take a
very serious look at
Fermoy for further de-
centralisation,” said Cllr
Hanley. “We have people
here prepared to provide
sites and buildings for a
wide range of Govern-
ment offices.

“I would also welcome
the proposition for a new
prison to be located
between Fermoy and
Mitchelstown, at Kil-
worth. I think it would
greatly benefit the

region economically. It
would be another form of
decen t r ali s at ion.”

The councillor said
the loss of FCI Ireland
was a ‘major blow’ to the
growth of the town and
he blamed the closure —
and that of BUPA — on
the fact that it is now
extremely expensive to
do business in Ireland.

“This country now has
a serious problem in
relation to the cost of
doing business. It’s
getting ridiculously ex-
pensive, compared with
countries like India and
China, and we appear to
be basking in a level of
acceptance of the demise
of our low level manufac-
turing base,” he said.

Cllr Hanley said he is
calling for the establish-
ment of an official Gov-
ernment review body to
study ‘this unwelcome
development in society’
and added that the prob-
lems are ‘exacerbated by
the substantial immigra-
tion level’ that now
exists in Ireland. He said
his comments should not
be misinterpreted as
anti-immigration but

reiterated the fact that
the high number of
migrant workers in this
country ‘potentially
closes off an escape route
for workers’ laid off in
circumstances such as
the closure of FCI.

Cllr Hanley, who is
chairman of the Fermoy
Enterprise Board, said
the voluntary organisa-
tion would do
everything in its power
to address the situation.

“I fully empathise
with all involved at the
FCI plant. This is a trau-
matic time for them and I
want to assure them that
Fermoy Enterprise
Board will leave no stone
unturned in our efforts
to address this unexpec-
ted turn of events.”

He said the board had
some ‘seriously influen-
tial contacts’ and would
work with anyone will-
ing to support the eco-
nomic regeneration of
Fermoy. “We can’t make
any false promises in
that respect. We are a
voluntary organisation
and all we want is to see
Fermoy progressing
healthily from an eco-

nomic point of view,” he
said.

The councillor said he
felt the current manager
at FCI has some ideas
about how the company
might be replaced and
added that the Enter-
prise Board would like to
hear from him in that
re s pec t .

However, he stressed
the importance of retain-
ing the FCI and BUPA
sites for future com-
munity developments.

“It will be of supreme
importance that the FCI
site be retained as an in-
dustrial site and not be
sold off to some speculat-
or at a future date.

“This site, and the site
which houses BUPA,
were both community
operations, and thus
close to the heart and we
are committed to their
future,” he said.

He added that politi-
cians ought to ensure the
present zoning on the
site remains in place to
prevent non-industrial
development on the site.

Cllr Hanley said that
despite Fermoy’s mani-
fold assets, the town has
been overlooked by the
Government in many
re s pec t s.

But he added that
Fermoy Enterprise
Board will do all it can to
sell Fermoy to potential
in v e s t o r s.

“Fermoy has not been

awarded gateway town
status, nor has it been
awarded the status of a
hub town.

“Fermoy does not
have a rail facility and it
has a poor bus service. It
does have a bypass
which is currently being
abused by lorry drivers
who do not need to come
through the town.

“And Fermoy was sup-
posed to get some aspect
of the decentralisation
programme — the trans-
feral of Cork based De-
partment of Agriculture
and Food jobs to Fermoy.
Where is it?” he asked.

However, the council-
lor concluded on a posit-
ive note: “Fatal and all as
this blow is, I welcome
the opportunity it gives
the Government and
others to focus on
Fermoy and what it has
to offer.

“Fermoy is a major,
well-developed and
beautiful place to live
and locate with more
than 2,000 students at-
tending school every
day.

“It is situated in a key
location linked to both
Cork and Dublin and is
home to one of the
world’s leading dairy re-
search companies. It has
much to offer interested
companies and we will
do all we can to sell
Fermoy in all its
facets.”

By MARIA
ROLSTON

FERMOY: Cllr Michael Hanley, inset, said that the Fermoy Enterprise Board would do everything in its power to address the
recent job losses in the town.


