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were on our way up.”
Outside of the team the club was

moving forward too.
“There was the building of our

clubhouse in 1998. There was a lot of
hard work put into the club through
the committee when Brendan Mc
Carthy was the chairman of the club
and I served six years with Brendan.
Credit must go to our groundsman
Pierse Young; it’s one of the best
pitches anywhere and Terry
Murphy has done an awful lot of
work for us at the club. John Colbert
was always great to organise trips
and he’s been a great club man al-
w a y s.

“We have a good committee now
too and they all work well together.
It’s hard though. Professionalism is
a good thing for the players, but it

costs a lot of money to run clubs
these days.”

On the 2003/2004 season, Bill is
confident, but realistic.

“We are knocking at the door all
the time. With a bit of luck, we could
get there this year, but promotion is
no good unless you can stay up.
You’d want a lot of luck with injur-
i e s.

“It’s a tough division to be in and
it gets tougher every year we stay in
it. There are some strong Limerick
teams and I’d say Old Crescent will
be the team to beat.

“There’s great credit due to our
coach Tom Mulcahy, it’s a tough job.
And Damon Urlich is obviously a
great asset to the club. While we al-
ways had great forwards, when
Damon came in he changed the pat-

tern of the back-line for the better.
Then he brought us Jason Holland.

“Jason is a big loss to us when
he’s away with Munster. But people
like Jason are a great influence on
the young fellas in the club. And we
have a very nice U20 team and a
number of players are progressing
from it.”

Bill hopes to go to most of the
away matches this season, and the
club will have nine matches in Cork
this season and only one in the
North of Ireland.

“We are always treated well
wherever we go. But that said clubs
love coming to Midleton.

Shannon are Bill’s favourite other
team.

“We went down to Limerick in the
semi-final of the junior cup in 1997

— they were leading us 15-0 at
half-time, I think, and we came back
to beat them.

“We went in to the Shannon club
afterwards and the reception we got
was outstanding.

“Some clubs just won’t mix after
the game — maybe if they’ve lost,
whereas that’s what I think rugby is
all about.

“I always felt that Shannon didn’t
get the right representation on the
Irish team. Mick Galwey should
have been capped before he was
capped for Ireland.

“When we met Shannon in the fi-
nal of the Munster senior cup last
year they beat us by ten points in
the end, but it was closer than that.
Unfortunately, Jason Holland was
sent to the sin bin and while he was
off, they got two tries.”

But the club has come a long way
since losing to Shannon five years,
a go.

While Jack Kyle from Ulster, who
helped Ireland to a Grand Slam in
1948, is the greatest player ever in
Bill’s eyes, inevitably, Johnny
Wilkinson is the man who stands
out for him today.

“It amazes me he is so tough be-

cause he gets a lot of punishment.
“He’s worth nearly 20 points to

England and he doesn’t miss with
the boot. But he is a good player out-
side his kicking as well.”

“Of course they’re rugby mad in
South Africa. I was out there before
the 1974 Lions’ Tour and I was leav-
ing just as the Lions were due to ar-
rive, I was in a bar the night before
going home and I told the locals that
the Lions had a good captain, Bill
McBride, and that they would go a
long way. We started betting any-
way. I said to the barman, ‘will you
hold that because I won’t be back for
two years’. Well, when I went back,
didn’t they all pay up.”

The Cape is the one place outside
of Ireland he would love to live. And
South Africa seems to hold a lucky
charm for the family. Bill’s daugh-
ter Harriet lives just outside
Durban, a city where another mem-
ber of the family prospered on the
world stage recently.

Bill’s granddaughter Vanessa won
a silver medal at the Karate World
Championships there last month.

“It isn’t so bad to be second in the
world,” he says with a smile.

Bill has a love of all sports though
— and a real passion for hurling.

When the GAA were buying their
field in Midleton, Bill subscribed to
it and when they came up short and
came back again he gave again. He
is rightly proud of the achievements
of the Midleton hurlers in the recent
past and talks fondly of John Fenton
and Sean O’Brien and also of the
Carrigtwohill legend Willie John
Daly.

“There was always a great rela-
tionship between the rugby and the
GAA clubs here. When we didn’t
have dressing rooms of our own, we
used to tog out at the back of the
Mill Wheel here and the GAA
offered us the use of their dressing
ro o m s.

“It’s great that it is accepted that
players can play both games now,
and it’s also good for both games.”

The future of rugby, of course, is
the thing that concerns him most.
He has special praise for Noel
Murphy, the former president of the
I R F U.

“Noel was a help to rural clubs
and was a man who you could pick
up the phone and talk to if you ever
had a problem to do with rugby.

“It’s a great now to see country
clubs doing well and to have people
who haven’t maybe got the tradition
in the sport, beginning to play. That
can only be good for rugby.”

As the tape clicks off, Bill actually
feels the need to apologise for not be-
ing able to give a good interview, for
not being able to remember things.
He protests that he is old and smiles
and says that he will not be around
much longer anyway.

Gentleman? It’s a word that fits
like a coat.

1993 - team takes its first
and only step back when
relegated to Division 2 of
the Junior League.
1993/94 - Stung by this in-
dignity the Club win every
league match in that divi-

sion and goes straight
back up to Division 1.
1996/97 - Team wins the
Junior League, the Junior
Cup, the Junior Challenge
Cup and the O’Neill Cup.
Lose out on promotion to

senior ranks to Banbridge.
1997/98 - Club reaches
senior ranks by beating
Sligo in a play-off. Club
also captures Junior and
County cup again.
1998/99 - The team,
strengthened by the arrival
of Jason Holland, immedi-
ately gain promotion to

Division Three.
1999/2000 - Season saw
Midleton RFC has once
again creating history and
attaining promotion to Di-
vision Two.
2002/2003 - Beaten by
Shannon in the final of the
Munster Senior Cup
2003/2004 - ?

club fact file

Midleton’s Niall Muphy goes over for a try against Sligo in the play-off game that eventually elevated Midleton to AIL status.

Joint coach Damon Urlich has been
a great servant to the club.


