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BETTING

Cork’s Graham Canty with support
from Pearse O’Neill and Paul Ker-
rigan is tackled by Down’s Conor
O’Driscoll. Cork have been in-
stalled as warm favourites for
league honours this year.

LAST WEEK

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

An all-Manchester Europa final the way to go for savvy punters
READER response is a vital part of this
game. Once you wander into the sports
betting minefield you have to be ready
for reactions ranging from constructive
criticism to threat of headlocks.
Yesterday I was assailed by a

concerned reader who felt my Thursday
missive was a bit on the dry side and
concentrated a little too much on actual
bookmaker prices and betting tips.
Absent were the meandering and

often moving words that pepper my
pointless paragraphs. Missing was even
the attempt at a laboured pun. Gone
was the backward-running sentence.
There was not the faintest thread of
mental floss.
My attempt to weather such a forth-

right opinion sent me barwards in

search of amber-coloured reassurance.
As I alternated between staring into

my pint and swallowing it, I was assailed
again, this time by a man who wished to
know if I put money on the very recom-
mendations that I gave to readers.
“Not every day,” I admitted to him,

but if I had guessed at the furious re-
sponse this would provoke I would have
lied.
“How can you expect people to back

your bets if you don’t have the confid-
ence to put any money on them your-
self,” he sneered.
Now it may seem that the man had a

point but what I would have pointed out
to him if he had let me defend myself,
was that the only possible way for my
tips to have any chance of coming up

would be to leave them unencumbered
by my money.
For I am a jinx. Yes I know, any given

horse I back doesn’t know my cash is
riding on him, but it can hardly be a coin-
cidence that monetary return for me can
sink even the hottest of favourites and If
I ever leave the bookies with my pockets
full, it is only with little green pens.
I’m not usually a man for analogies,

because they confuse me as much as
readers when I attempt them, but here
goes.
If I were a passenger on a plane and I

told you I was a pilot but that whenever I
flew planes they usually crashed, would
you urge me to knock on the cockpit
door and ask to take the controls?
And would that even be allowed in the

post 9-11 era?
So when I say that an all Manchester

Europa League final in Bucharest is
12-1 (in from 20-1) with William Hill, I
guarantee you here and now that I will
not have a single red cent on it.
United and City picked up away wins

last night and the latter are 4-1 favour-
ites to win it with Ladbrokes with United
on offer at 9-2.

Last year’s final in Dublin was played
between Portugal sides Benfica and
Porto and having two close rivals in the
final is a huge boost to interest in the
tournament.
The perfect run-in to the European

Championships would be a Premier
League title chase between the
Manchester men, then a European final
and Champions League decider
between Barca and Real.
Stoke beaters Valencia can be

backed at 9-1 with Sky Bet and Betfred
while Atletico Madrid are 12-1 (Lad-
brokes) after they landed a 3-1 success
at Lazio.
Recommendation: A Manchester

Europa League final at 12-1 with William
Hill. OK, I might have a fiver on it.

Croke’s are good
value for moneySEEKING their third Allianz

National Football League Di-
vision One title in-a-row,
Cork are now the warm or-
der favourites with the lay-
ers following a convincing
display against Down.

Kerry were generally considered
the most likely team to claim the
league crown before the competition
started however defeat to Armagh
means Jack O’Connor’s side have
dropped to second favourites in the
outright betting at 9-4 generally.
And Sean O’Sullivan’s defection

from the panel yesterday morning
suggests the feel-good factor within
the panel that existed after beating
Dublin on the opening night has
evaporated very quickly so the King-
dom are not a team you would want
carrying your hard-earned at this
stage of the year.
The bookmakers are struggling to

gauge how interested Dublin are in
the league, the All-Ireland champi-
ons are merely 7-2 with Paddy Power
but can be had at Boylesports’ 11-2.
Mayo, whose game with Pat Gil-

roy’s men was abandoned last week-
end, are 10-1 to lift the trophy with
Paddy Power.
However, as is the case with Dub-

lin, Paddy Power and Boylesports
differ in their views of the western-
ers, the latter laying just 7-1.
Some punters may feel that the

10-1 generally available for Armagh
to win the competition is quite
high.
As you will see further down in

this column I feel Paddy O’Rourke
may have his Crossmaglen Rangers
players back in the Armagh fold
sooner than expected and if he does
in time for the return of the league
odds of 10-1 probably will be long
gone.
After that there is a break to Laois

and Down, both can be supported at
33-1 while winless Donegal, a side
steering relegation in the face, are
50-1 with Boylesports and William
Hill.
One of the better value bets of the

weekend however may come in the
AIB All-Ireland Club SFC semi-final
at Portlaoise.
Dr Croke’s are being too readily

dismissed by the layers in the vari-
ous markets, especially the match
betting market as they prepare to
tackle Crossmaglen Rangers and

punters can take advantage.
Defending champions Cross-

maglen are the red-hot favourites to
advance, the Armagh outfit are 4-7
to prevail in regulation time and 4-9
to qualify for another final.
However, those odds are a poor re-

flection of how close this game may
be.
I would give Dr Croke’s a 45% to

50% chance of winning yet the Kil-
larney-based unit can be backed at a
juicy 2-1 with Paddy Power and for
value purposes those odds are too
enticing to ignore.
With players of the calibre of

Johnny Buckley, Ambrose
O’Donovan, Eoin Brosnan, Daithí
Casey, Colm Cooper and Kieran
O’Leary there is no way the Kerry
side should be available at that
price.
Crossmaglen are an extremely for-

midable outfit and it obviously
wouldn’t be a surprise if they win
however the odds are weighted in
their favour far too much against a
team of such quality.
The Kernans, Jamie Clarke and

Oisín McConville will give Dr
Croke’s plenty to think about but
they are capable of dealing with
those threats with Kieran O’Leary a
potential match-winner.
O’Leary was wrongly substituted

early in last year’s All-Ireland final
for Kerry but he is the type of per-
former that could light up 2012.
Colm Cooper is understandably

the 5-1 favourite to claim the man of
the match award tomorrow however
at 11-1 O’Leary is a better bet consid-
ering most of Crossmaglen’s atten-
tion will be focused on the Gooch.
Also, back Eoin Brosnan in the

same market.

Brosnan is one of the most vital
cogs in the Dr Croke’s wheel and at
18-1 to be named man of the match is
worth a wager.
He is the driving force of the

Kerry side and if they win he will be
play a major role.
In the other semi-final, last year’s

runners-up Roscommon’s St Brigid’s
are 4-6 to prevail against West-
meath’s Garrycastle in regulation
time.
Garrycastle are on offer at 7-4 gen-

erally and, similar to the Cross-
maglen-Dr Croke’s match betting
they may also be underestimated
however a watching brief is advised
on this game.
Recommendations: Dr Croke’s

1.5pts 2-1 Paddy Power, William Hill;
Kieran O’Leary (Dr Croke’s) man of
the match 0.5pt 11-1 Ladbrokes; Eoin
Brosnan (Dr Croke’s) man of the

match 0.5pt 18-1 Ladbroke’s.
Rugby: Ireland are 13-point fa-

vourites for their Six Nations meet-
ing with Italy next weekend at the
Aviva Stadium.
Sportingbet.com and Stan James

lay 5-6 Ireland to win by 14 or more
but some firms have pitched the
handicap at 16 points, namely
BLUESQ and 888sport.com.
No greater than skyBET’s 1-10 to

win the match Ireland should cruise
to victory however can Declan Kid-
ney’s team be trusted to cover those
handicap margins?
Probably not.
Italy, 9-1 to win the match, are

poor travellers but are a dogged out-
fit that never lie down and it’s not as
if Ireland’s confidence is going to be
sky high after their game against
Wales making Italy a side to avoid
betting against.

LAST WEEK: Manchester United,
our headline selection, gave follow-
ers of this column another winner,
we backed Alex Ferguson’s men at
9-10 with BETVICTOR (2pts win)
to be beat Liverpool however our
other three soccer investments
turned out to be losers unfortu-
nately.
Sunderland, advised at 13-5 to

account for Arsenal (0.5pt BET-
VICTOR, bodog.com), under 2.5
goals in the Tottenham Hotspur v
Newcastle United match (1pt 23-20
Bet365) and Blackpool (3pts 4-5
generally) all left us down.
Next Friday we assess our

ante-post portfolio and discuss the
best options to take at this juncture
regarding the current state of our
long-term investments.

SUNDAYAll-Ireland Club footballsemi-final,Crossmaglen Rangersv Dr Croke’s,TG4, 1.30pm


