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THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

SOMEONE beckoned me over to the
front window of the Evening of-
fices yesterday morning so I could have
a gawk at the partial solar eclipse.
Apparently, 40 per cent of the sun

was being smudged out by the moon.
It got slightly darker outside, perhaps

to the same extent that it had been
around 20 minutes earlier.
I can’t say I was impressed.
“We won’t get another opportunity to

see the sun covered to this extent for
another four years,” said somebody to
my right, with something approaching
awe.
Then something magical happened. A

cloud came along and covered the
ENTIRE sun and moon at once. A
double total eclipse!

During a normal total eclipse of the
sun — which was first recorded by the
ancient astronomer Bonnie Tyler —
birds will fall silent, but when the moon
gets out of the way again they, being
somewhat confused, begin a dawn
chorus.
They usually realise they have been

fooled when they reach the fourth “Turn-
around” and stop singing.

Another example of birds acting
strangely occurred in Arkansas in the
US on New Year’s Day when 5,000 of
them fell out of the sky, stone dead.
The state's top veterinarian, Dr

George Badley, said the birds were not
poisoned but died in a midair collision,
pointing to blunt trauma to their breast-
bones.
Might that injury not have been

caused by slamming into the ground?
Yet another example of birds acting

strangely can be observed tomorrow
night around town.
If any ladies on their bonus Christmas

evening also hit the ground after celeb-
rating a little too buoyantly, they should
take advantage of the situation and
gaze up, as also in the night skies this

week is a meteor shower, when the
things that look like stars go fizzing
across the firmament.
People often say “you have more

chance being hit by a meteor”, but in
fact the only person known to have been
hit by one was a woman in Alabama in
1954, when an 8lb rock grazed her
shoulder after crashing through the roof
of her house.
The odds of a meteor landing on your

house have been worked out at
182138,880,000,000 to 1.
PaddyPower are now actually offering

odds on rocks falling from the sky.
Two Icelandic volcanoes are favour-

ites in the betting to be the next volcano
to erupt and Krakatoa in Indonesia is the
6-1 fourth favourite.

Krakatoa, which is west of Java (the
film title was famously incorrect), cre-
ated the biggest noise heard in modern
history until Monica Seles started play-
ing tennis when it erupted in 1883, with
reports of it being heard nearly 3,000
miles away. The ash from the explosion
travelled all around the world, also
blocking out the sun for several weeks.
We thought things were bad here last

Easter, but after Krakatoa there was no
air travel for another 20 years.
Recommendation: The odds of

being hit by a meteor look tasty and
might get you out of a hole (you’ll prob-
ably be in one if you do get struck) but
I’d say double it up with Man City to be
singing Blue Moon at Highbury after a
win tonight at 16-5 with Victor Chandler.

Blue Moon set to eclipse Arsenal’s bright young stars

Top seeds get year off
to a comfortable start

Chandler Knicks
victory from San
Antonio’s grasp

Stoner goes Wild
with his first goal
DEFENSEMAN Clayton
Stoner scored his first NHL
goal off a lucky rebound to
hand Minnesota Wild a 2-1
win over the struggling New
Jersey Devils.
Cal Clutterbuck put Min-

nesota ahead in the first peri-
od before the Devils hit back
through Ilya Kovalchuk and
Stoner luckily sealed the win.
Elsewhere, Tampa Bay

Lightning beat Washington
Capitals 1-0 in overtime.
Martin St Louis was the

scorer 2mins 54secs into ad-
ditional time, but it was a day
for goaltenders as both
Dwayne Roloson and Semyon
Varlamov made more than 30
saves.

Central division pace-set-
ters Detroit Red Wings won
5-3 over Edmonton Oilers.
Todd Bertuzzi scored twice,

including the goal that broke
the 3-3 deadlock in the third
period.
Colorado Avalanche ended

a two-game lose with a 4-3
win over Buffalo Sabres. Dav-
id Jones sealed the win in
overtime, while Peter Budaj
made 37 saves for Ava-
lanche.
In the day’s final tie, Colum-

bus Blue Jackets went down
4-2 to Phoenix Coyotes, who
outscored the hosts 2-1 in the
second and third periods.

NEW YORK KNICKS de-
feated the NBA Western con-
ference pace-setters San Ant-
onio Spurs in an entertaining
and high-scoring clash in new
York’s Madison Square
Garden.
Wilson Chandler was their

key man in a 128-115 victory,
scoring 31 points and claiming
nine rebounds.
Amare Stoudemire and

Raymond Felton also weighed
in with 28 apiece for the
Knicks, whose best effort
came from Tony Parker, with
26 points.
Miami Heat stayed on top of

the NBA Eastern Conference
with a 101-89 win over Mil-
waukee Bucks.
The Heat were losing at the

halfway stage but got stronger
as the game progressed and
eventually won in some com-
fort, with notable perform-
ances from Dwayne Wade (34
points) and LeBron James (25
points and nine assists).
John Salmons contributed

18 points in a losing cause for
the Bucks.
Chicago Bulls defeated

Toronto Raptors 111-91 at the

United Centre in Chicago.
Briton Luol Deng scored 24

points for the Bulls, who have
now won 14 of their last 16
outings.
Elsewhere, Memphis Grizz-

lies were 110-105 winners at
Oklahoma City Thunder’s Fe-
dExForum Stadium.
Zach Randolph poured in

31 points alongside 16 re-
bounds, while Tony Allen
played his part with two suc-
cessful free throws in the clos-
ing seconds.
Denver Nuggets took the

honours against Houston
Rockets, winning an entertain-
ing contest 113-106.
Carmelo Anthony scored 33

points and claimed 11 re-
bounds to see his side to a
fourth straight success.
In the final game of the day

Deron Williams compiled 22
points to help Utah Jazz to a
102-97 victory over Detroit
Pistons.
Tayshaun Prince replied

with 26 points but it was all in
vain as the Jazz held on for
the victory.

NBA

NHL

RAFAEL NADAL and
Roger Federer both got
their 2011 campaigns
off to comfortable starts
with straight-sets vic-
tories in the opening
round of the Exxon-
Mobil Open in Doha
today.

Nadal was far too strong for
Slovakian veteran Karol Beck,
reeling off the last seven
games of the match to score a
lop-sided 6-3 6-0 victory over
the world number 103 in just
69 minutes.
Federer was detained mar-

ginally longer, taking 78
minutes to dispose of plucky
Dutch qualifier Thomas
Schoorel, who pushed the
world number two to a first
set tie-break before going
down 7-6 (7-3) 6-3.
Fifth-seed Ernests Gulbis of

Latvia battled to a 6-3 7-6 (8-6)
win over Romania’s Victor
Hanescu, while eighth seed
Philipp Kohlschreiber eased
past Italy’s Andreas Seppi 6-2
6-4.
Russia’s Teymuraz Ga-

bashvili was a 6-4 7-6 (7-2) win-
ner over former Australian
Open finalist Rainer Schuet-
tler, while there were also
wins for Lukas Lacko and
Swiss qualifier Marco Chiud-
inelli.
Meanwhile, Serbia moved a

step closer to the Hopman Cup
final by posting an emphatic
3-0 triumph over hosts Aus-
tralia in Group A.
Ana Ivanovic and Novak

Djokovic were straight-sets
winners in their respective
singles matches against Alicia

Molik and Lleyton Hewitt, and
then teamed up to edge a tight
mixed doubles encounter in
three sets.
Ivanovic set the unbeaten

Serbians on their way by beat-
ing Molik 6-4 6-0 in 69
minutes.
Djokovic then sealed the

victory with a 6-2 6-4 win
against Hewitt in front of a
sell-out crowd of 8,564 inside
the Burswood Dome.
“To be honest even though

the result looks like a comfort-
able win, I had to work for my
points and it was a long
match,” Djokovic told
www.hopmancup.com.
“It was a difficult encounter,

I was aware of that. Anywhere
you play Lleyton, especially in
Australia, you are always go-
ing to get a very difficult one.
“But I played great from the

start of the match, especially

the end of the first set and the
beginning of the second I was
playing some of the best ten-
nis that I’ve played in this
year and a half.”
Ivanovic and Djokovic then

joined forces to complete the
rout, prevailing 6-7 (5-7) 7-5
10-6 against the Australian
duo.
Elsewhere, Top seed Tomas

Berdych needed just 46
minutes to race into the
second round of the Aircel
Open in Chennai today.
Wimbledon finalist Berdych

was in a ruthless mood as he
thrashed Portugal’s Frederico
Gil 6-0 6-1 with five breaks of
serve.
Third seed Stanislas

Wawrinka also enjoyed a
straight-sets win, although he
was made to work somewhat
harder in seeing off local wild
card Rohan Bopanna 6-4 6-4.

TENNIS

Rafael Nadal from Spain, right, and Roger Federer from Switzerland hold their trophies after Nadal beat Federer during the final
match of Mubadala World Tennis Championships in Abu Dhabi last Saturday.


