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Allen would give his right arm to land Masters crown
SOMETIMES, when I’m not hitting the
F5 button on my computer and updating
the internet odds on various sporting
events, I am expected to contribute in
other ways on the sports desk.
Such as to an informal debate about

grammar.
An example would be someone on

the desk asking if the Dublin Hill GAA
club Delanys should have an
apostrophe before its final letter.
The answer is no because two Delany

brothers were ambushed in their beds
on the morning that the city centre was
burned down and both were commem-
orated in the club’s name.
Not that every GAA club is overly

concerned with being grammatically cor-

rect, possibly holding only a junior B title
in less regard.
So we’ve got Erin’s Own in Gloun-

thaune insisting correctly on using the
possessive and Erins Own in Carlow
being far more blasé about it’s inclu-
sion.
Newspapers can differ on the inverted

comma’s importance also.
The are happy to let the Dr

Croke’s club in Killarney drop theirs —
as the club itself is inclined to do —
while we insist giving the Archbishop,
who was born in Ballyclough, his due.
There are occasions when logic goes

out the window for us.
For reasons lost in the mists of time,

St Nicholas is condensed to St Nick’s

when we need to fit it into a headline,
yet counter-intuitively, St Finbarr’s
becomes the Barrs.
The reason for this musing before it

becomes necessary to offer you a reas-
onable way to lose your money this
weekend, is because of the apostrophe
catastrophe that the country’s second
famous book shop (Eason’s has to be

number one now that they’ve brought
back the blue and green bag) is about to
unleash
Waterstone’s took the incredible

decision yesterday to drop their apo-
strophe and become Waterstones.
Maybe it’s because I have an apo-

strophe in my surname that I am a stick-
ler for such things, but I think what they
are doing is unforgivable.
It’s almost as gross a mistake as

spending four hundred words of a
betting column to mention a bookseller
and not a bookmaker.
Someone who shares an apostrophe

and all the other letters of my surname
is Tony O’Shea, who dumped out my
BDO darts tip Martin Adams last night at

Frimley Green.
He is now the 7-4 favourite to take the

title on Sunday.
Starting the next day is that other

working class British game whose
heyday was in the 1980s.
Ronnie O’Sullivan (the only man in

the tournament with an apostrophe) is
6-1 favourite to win the Masters at
Wembley, which is incredibly open this
year (you reach the 11th person in the
odds before you get a 25-1 shot).
Recommendation: After his recent

tête-à-tête with snooker head honcho
Barry Hearn, Ulsterman Mark Allen
would give his right arm (he is a
left-handed player) to triumph at 18-1
with Boylesports.

Expect Ronnie to
rally at Ally PallyTHE enigmatic Ronnie

O’Sullivan has assumed fa-
vouritism with a vast num-
ber of bookmaking firms to
land The Masters title for a
fifth time at Ally Pally.

The event gets underway at the
London venue this Sunday with a
potential cracker in the offing and
runs through until Sunday week’s fi-
nal.
The first two players into the ring

of the 16 taking part are O’Sullivan
and defending champion Ding Jun-
hui (1.30pm).
With the exceptions of Boyles-

ports, sportingbet.com and Lad-
brokes, firms laying odds of 6-1, The
Rocket is the clear market leader
generally to add to his 1995, 2005, ’07
and ’09 successes.
However, his opponent in the

round of 16, Junhui, will have fond
memories of this tournament follow-
ing a historic 10-4 victory over
Marco Fu in last year’s final.
A repeat success this year is less

likely though according to the lay-
ers.
The Chinese talent is 14-1 with

bodog.com (12-1 generally) to retain
the accolade with six players in the
layers’ eyes better-placed to win the
renewal.
Junhui is actually expected to

crash out at the first hurdle as
odds-compilers across the board
keep O’Sullivan on side.
The Rocket is as short in the

match betting as 4-9 however sport-
ingbet.com and Ladbrokes, in keep-
ing with their willingness to lay
O’Sullivan in the outright market,
and William Hill offer 4-7 that he
prevails on Sunday.
Boylesports and Stan James fancy

an outside win the least laying Jun-
hui at 13-8.
Whichever of the two goes

through life is expected to be just as
tough for them in the quarter-final
with Judd Trump, tasked with tack-
ling tournament outsider Stuart
Bingham in the round of 16, their
probable opponent.
Trump, no greater than 7-1 with

totesport, BETFRED and Coral to lift
the trophy, can be supported at 8-15
to oust 50-1 shot Bingham when they
clash on Monday, the latter a
best-available 9-5 at Boylesports.
World No.1 Mark Selby takes on

world No. 15 Stephen Lee next Wed-
nesday for a place in the last eight
and at odds-on quotes of 2/5 gener-

ally it would be a minor shock if 9-4
shot Lee could deny him.
Selby, a two-time champion in this

event, is a 13-2 chance with the lay-
ers while Lee is 40-1.
Should Selby advance he will play

the winner of the Shaun
Murphy-Martin Gould meeting in
the quarter-final.
Murphy, ranked sixth in the world

and 16-1 with sportingbet.com and
bodog.com for a maiden victory in
The Masters, is the 8-15 (sporting-
bet.com and Victor Chandler) match
betting jolly with Gould on offer at

13-8 to reach the last eight and 40-1 to
go all the way.
Mark Williams, rated a 12-1 poke

by Ladbrokes and bodog.com,
kicks-off his challenge against
Stephen Maguire in the second
first-round match this Sunday (7pm)
and the former will have his backers
at 8-13 with skyBET, Paddy Power
and Ladbrokes.
Coral hold out little hope of

Maguire impacting on the competi-
tion chalking him up at 25-1 while he
is a general 6-4 shot to knock Willi-
ams out.

The other match in the quarter
brings together Neil Robertson and
Mark Allen. Robertson, 10-1 to post
an early victory in 2012, fourth in
the world, is 8-11 (Coral) to send Al-
len, 13-10 (bodog.com) packing, the
latter 18-1 in the outright market.
The final quarter sees Ali Carter

face Graeme Dott and John Higgins
take on Matthew Stevens.
Carter and Dott cannot be separ-

ated in the match or outright betting
with layers divided as to who is the
more likely victor.
Both are widely available at 25-1 to

be the last man standing.
And although Carter is the favour-

ite to progress next Wednesday with
more than half of the bookmaking
community his recent admission of
falling out of love with the sport will
temper any punting enthusiasm
people may have on him to find
form.
Therefore, of all the eight

first-round matches, a small-stakes
investment on Dott advancing at
11-10 may not be the worst course of
action to take.
Carter this week suggested he is

ready to walk away from the game
completely citing his health as a ma-
jor issue.
He said: “Snooker is part of my

life but it’s a part of my life I’m not
enjoying anymore.
“My health is a big issue with my

Crohn’s disease and all the travel-
ling and going abroad all the time
makes it even more difficult to con-
trol.”
Dott has in the past suffered from

depression so will understand
Carter’s current plight somewhat
however the former now has the
problem under control.
Carter’s mindset does not suggest

a player ready to rumble and an
early exit from The Masters is a live
possibility.
The final first-round game pits

Higgins against Stevens.
Higgins is the warm order 1-2 jolly

with Victor Chandler, Ladbrokes and
Coral, bwin.com’s 9-5 the best offer
around about a Stevens win.
Higgins has been installed as the

joint-favourite with a few firms
however Victor Chandler, bwin.com
and Ladbrokes will lay punters 7-1.
Stevens, one of the outsiders, can

be supported at 33-1 with
bodog.com.

Recommendation
Graeme Dott (to beat Ali Carter)
1pt 11-10 Stan James.
RUGBY Munster are the raging

hot 1-20 favourites to beat Castres in
the Heineken Cup tomorrow.
The Red Army are 16-point jollies

in the handicap market with Boyles-
ports at 10-11.
The French side are 17-2 to post an

unlikely win while the draw is 33-1
with the same bookmaking firm.

LAST WEEK: We find ourselves in
extremely advantageous positions
with two of our three ante-post FA
Cup recommendations. Our main
selection, Tottenham, advised at 8-1
generally (2.5pts each-way) are now
into an outright low of 9-2 as we had
hoped and should also topple Wat-
ford away in the last 32 ensuring we
have quite an interesting bet on our

hands.
Our third selection, Stoke City, ad-

vised at 40-1 with bet365, Stan
James and Coral (0.25pt each-way)
are as short now as 16-1 with Willi-
am Hill so punters that chose to fol-
low our suggested investments on
both teams can trade out if they wish

guaranteeing two free long-term
bets.
I would recommend you do ex-

actly that with your Stoke bet be-
cause of the massive gap in the
odds now in our favour.
Unfortunately Man City departed

thus denying us a match betting
23-20 winner and third outright run-
ner in the competition.


