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elling because of the “Global Ter-
rorist Threat” we are seeing an
alarming drop in US visitors.

Perhaps the most important factor
in this decrease is the reaction of
people across Europe when en-
countering them. It seems almost
acceptable to be rude to American
tourists these days, simply be-
cause they voted Ol’ George into
office for a second term. It had got-
ten so bad that last year a news
story reported how many Americ-
ans pretend to be Canadians when
travelling abroad. Imagine things
getting to the stage where you
have to deny your own heritage.

Things haven’t quite reached
that pass on this island yet and we
are a long way from having our
leaders denouncing their empire as
the “Great Satan” or seeing the
general populace burning the stars
and stripes (240C, top-shelf of the
oven). However, it is time that we
began being nice to Americans
again if we want them to start com-
ing back in
their droves.

Today is a
good day to
start, as it’s
American In-
dependence
Day, the
US’s most
important
h o l i d a y,
which celeb-
rates the
date Abra-
ham Lincoln
signed the
Gettysburg
Address.

Yes, I
know it’s dif-
ficult and
grating being nice to American
tourists, especially when you don’t
have to be. Yes, they are ignorant
of our history and culture and see
us as some sort of twinkly-eyed,
underworld race.

Yes, they take up whole pave-
ments when in tour groups, moving
at a slower pace than recently de-
ceased livestock.

Yes, they drive on the right-hand
side of the road and therefore, are
not as au fait with our road system,
where in some parts of the west of
Ireland, people drive on both sides
of the road.

But being nice is the only cur-
rency that American tourists will
deal in. The only other successful
way to get hundreds of thousands
of them visiting is to deny that we
have WMDs.

So if you meet some American
tourists in a pub tonight, turn on the
old charm and pander to their wish
for Oirish clichés.

If the conversation does turn to
world politics and they tell you they
voted for Bush, you are allowed to
lose your cool. Just remember to
tell them you’re English.

velopment will tell you keeping
children in the same environment
all day is not healthy,” says Ms
Lynch. “We don’t want an alienated
generation of children that spend
half their lives in a school building.
If we’re putting in place a system of
childcare, we should be putting the
best system possible into place.

“The answer to this is State-run
aftercare and crèche facilities with
long-term, well-developed pro-
grammes of childcare. It’s about en-
suring people have a wide range of
options that they don’t have at the
moment, and if people are paying
huge childcare costs, we must start
giving them tax relief.”

Indeed, while a well resourced,
well formulated, after-school care
programme may go some way in
alleviating the after-school child-
care issue, a vast array of other
measures need to be introduced

before parents will be able to access
top quality and affordable childcare
across the board.

According to spokesperson for
Cork City Childcare Committee,
Catherine O’Riordan, these meas-
ures include a commitment from
the Government to provide more
places in community crèches, as
well as making childcare more
affordable by the introduction of a
system of grants per child and tax
concessions for working parents.

Ms O’Riordan says there is a real
need for all three-year-olds to be
provided with pre-schooling, and
maternity and paternity leave need
to be extended to give one or other
parent the opportunity to be at
home for the first year of their
babies’ lives.

The employer also plays a role in
the equation. “Employers who have
more than 50 employees need to

take the provision of childcare seri-
ously,” says Ms Riordan.

Indeed, the Government has
introduced tax concessions for em-
ployers who provide such facilities,
while the benefits in terms of staff
productivity are enormous.

“Traditionally, childcare has been
an area employers have been reluct-
ant to get involved in because they
don’t see it as their remit, although
other services, such as canteens are
looked after,” says Ms O’Riordan.
“But childcare is just as important.
Childcare in the workplace reduces
absenteeism, allows parents to
return back to work quicker after
maternity or paternity leave, and
above all, creates a caring environ-
ment.”

T O M O R ROW: A Cork school
running an after-hours care pro-
gramme, plus the Cork crèche
given a €1 million boost

ROBERT O’SHEA says let’s make
Independence Day Be Nice To Yanks Day
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revolution
AS I sat having dinner in a pub in
Kerry last weekend, I couldn’t help
overhearing the conversation some
Americans were having at the next
table.

Three of them listened as one
man told them about the treatment
his brother had received recently
while in a restaurant in Italy. The
story went something like this.

“They were having a great night,
really enjoying their meal. As they
were waiting for their desserts an
English couple that had been sitting
close by approached their table
and the lady said to them: ‘Thanks
for ruining our night.’

“Well my brother and those he
was dining with thought this was a
joke, but the woman wasn’t smiling.
‘Thanks for ruining our night’, that’s
all she said before walking out.

“My brother’s group was unsur-
prisingly, a little confused, so after
discussing it amongst themselves
for a few minutes, they turned to
ask an Italian couple sitting nearby
if they had done anything to offend
them.

“To which this couple replied:
‘No. We’re used to Americans.’”

I thought that was a horrible way
for those people to be treated, no
matter how loud they were at the
table that night. I also thought it
would be funny if I got up a few
minutes later and thanked the
people I was eavesdropping on for
ruining my night.

I didn’t, but a few days later I got
another opportunity to have a little
fun with some other American tour-
ists. They were standing beneath
the canopy at the entrance to the
English Market on Patrick Street
when they stopped me.

“Could you tell us where the
English Market is?” they asked po-
l i t e l y.

Practising great restraint, I de-
cided not to take them over to
Dunnes Stores and pointed them
on their way.

Why do these mini-malicious
ideas enter my head in the pres-
ence of American tourists? I don’t
honestly know. But I think more
than any other time in our history,
there is a virulent strain to our rela-
tions with people from the US.

When I used to spend summer
holidays in Kerry as a kid, I remem-
ber the way my extended family
would discuss the arrival of Amer-
ican relatives with neighbours.

“Ooh. They’ve got Yanks at the
moment, don’t they? We had them
last month.”

It was as if “Yanks” was a sort of
disease that had descended on a
poor family for a couple of weeks.
Yet people were always courteous
and welcoming to these visitors,
who were over here searching for
their “roots”.

Things have changed.
Now that the almighty dollar is

significantly less almighty and
many Americans are afraid of trav-


