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THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

SPORT BETTING

Go for both
to score

Last week

South South West can get us out of tight spot
COMPLAINTS poured in overnight
about yesterday’s betting column in
which we suggested the spike in
interest for ladies beach volleyball had
more to do with skimpy underthings
than the competitive nature of the
contestants jiggling up and down.
If I came over all
when I described chilly London as
having a butt-clenching,
areola-hardening nip in the air, it was
because I have immersed myself in
such language of late.
Ever since the EL James novel passed
the 30 million sales mark, I have been
attempting my own assault on the
women’s erotic literature arena and it
was inevitable that some sensuality

would slip into my work here.
I didn’t think anyone would up in arms
about my description of the young
volleyballer tripping up and enmeshing
herself in the net and that when she
struggled to free herself, it only grew
tighter.
Was there any need for them to send in
that young Korean girl with her table
tennis paddle to punish the volleyballer
for getting in such a bind?
Now look, this is what women want to
read these days and as I have been
told I need to attract more female
readers to the column, we’re just going
to have to put up with the odd
reference to bondage, and if some men
are going to get upset, that’s just an

unfortunate side effect.
One thing I am delighted about with the
success of is
people have no excuse for spelling grey
with an “a” anymore.
I remember one teacher correcting me
in primary school for spelling it “grey”.
This led to an argument in which the
teacher and the whole class turned

against me, which was all the more
painful because I was sure I was correct.
Now I spend most of my days
correcting other people’s spelling, while
the teacher is retired on a state pension
so I think we can see who won here.
In other news, last Sunday in Limerick,
I boarded a bus that I believed was
going to Cork, but after pulling off I
soon realised was heading towards
Galway. After a curt exchange with the
driver who explained that
reimbursement would be impossible, I
was walking back to the bus station.
Nothing even faintly erotic about that
story, but for a moment I considered
staying on the bus and phoning in sick
to work and going to the races for the

week. I could have been there to wave
to Davy Russell as he eased up over
the line winning the Galway Hurdle on
Rebel Fitz yesterday.
Instead, I am here in the office late,
typing this, alone except for the Polish
cleaner who is having some trouble
untangling the hoover cord that has got
caught around he ankles. The air
conditioning is off and the warm rain
pelting the windows is causing them to
steam up. It’s a sultry night and that
can mean only one thing: it’s time to
show you my tips.
Recommendation: At Galway, I fancy
South South West at 8-1 in the 7.55pm
tonight. A great accumulator is Kerry,
minors, Kerry, Cork and Down at 15-1.

CORK were usurped last
weekend as favourites for the
All-Ireland SFC title follow-
ing the draw for the
quarter-finals but Conor
Counihan’s men are odds-on
to qualify for the semi-final.

The Rebels, recommended last
May to lift Sam Maguire, headed the
ante-post outright market for some
time after defeating Kerry in the pro-
vincial semi-final.

However, Cork are now 3-1 second
favourites with Dublin, generally
rated a 9-4 shot but available to back
at 5-2 with skyBET, considered the
most likely champions by the layers
due to ending up on the easier side
of the draw last Saturday night.

Kerry, the 4-1 third favourites
(Ladbrokes), are followed in the
market by Donegal 13-2 (Paddy
Power), Mayo 12-1 (generally) and
Cork’s opponents this Sunday, Kil-
dare, a side put up by bet365 and sky-
BET as a 9-1 chance however, Boyles
and William Hill offer top industry
odds of 14-1.

The least fancied sides are Down,
33s generally, and Laois, 66-1 with
Stan James and William Hill.

The ante-post recommendations
below shows a loss of 4.75 points on
the provincial markets however, that
is before we factor in Cork’s triumph
in Munster which automatically off-
sets those losses as well as the com-
petition outright and Footballer of
the Year award outlays.

And there is every chance more
winners will emerge in the
long-term as Cork are as prohibitive
as 1-3 to progress to the last four and
no greater than bet365 and Boyles’
6-4 to reach the final.

William Hill’s 1-2 are the most ap-
pealing odds offered on a Cork win
at Croker against Kildare.

Counihan’s charges are the
two-point favourites and at evens to
win by three or more points should
be backed accordingly.

Speaking to those directly in-
volved in the Cork camp one gets the
sense that they have been waiting
for the quarter-final weekend to ar-
rive to banish the memories of fall-
ing to Mayo last year.

And if we look at the type of teams
that have knocked Kildare, 12-5 to
win and twos to qualify, out of the
championship in recent years we see
a trend that leads us to believe Cork
will advance.

In chronological order from 2008

onwards Cork, Tyrone, Down and
Donegal dumped the Lilywhites out
of the reckoning.

Therefore, relatively similar
teams in terms of physicality
troubled Kieran McGeeney’s outfit
more than any others – you can also
add Dublin in Leinster to that list –
and Cork’s potency in attack will en-
sure the tie is swung in the
Leesiders’ favour as the second half
develops.

The two quarter-finals on Sat-
urday should go the way of the
favourites with Mayo and Dublin,
who can win scoring goals, expected
to surpass two- and seven-point han-
dicap deficits respectively.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Cork -2 (v Kildare)

2pts evens bet365, William Hill.
Mayo -2 (v Down)

1pt 6-5 Paddy Power.
Dublin -7 (v Laois)

2pts 23-20 bet365.
Dublin over 1.5 goals.
3pts best available odds.
Already advised (on Friday, May 25).

Outright market
Cork to win the All-Ireland SFC.
4pts 7-2 Boyles, William Hill.

MUNSTER
Cork: 3pts 6-5 William Hill (WINNER).
Limerick: 0.25pt 12-1 Paddy Power, Stan
James, William Hill (LOSER).
Leinster: Kildare 2pts 5-2 bet365, Stan James,
William Hill (LOSER).
Wexford: 0.75pt 18-1 Paddy Power (LOSER).
Longford: 0.25pt 33-1 Paddy Power (LOSER).

CONNACHT
Galway: 1pt 6-4 Boyles, Ladbrokes, William

Hill (LOSER).

ULSTER

Fermanagh: 0.5pt 25-1 Paddy Power (LOSER).

Footballer of the Year

Colm O’Neill (Cork): 1pt 25-1 Boyles.

Donncha O’Connor (Cork): 1pt 20-1 Boyles.

Patrick Kelly (Cork): 0.5pt 33-1 Paddy Power.

Paul Kerrigan (Cork): 0.5pt 33-1 Boyles.

Graham Canty (Cork): 0.5pt 66-1 Boyles.

Saver bet - Colm Cooper (Kerry): 1.5pts 9-1
Boyles.

CORK CITY’S scoreless draw at Turn-
er’s Cross last Friday night got the
weekend off to a decent start as a stale-
mate was recommended (1pt 9-4 gen-
eral).
And in the opening salvos of Cork’s

All-Ireland quarter-final against Water-
ford two unfortunate misses by Luke
O’Farrell whose shot hit the crossbar
and Paudie O’Sullivan in the immediate
aftermath meant we missed out on one
or the other returning an 8-1 or 9-1 first
goalscorer winner (0.5pt each Cash-
man’s, Paddy Power) and also on the
anytime goalscorer recommendations.
O’Sullivan (1.5pts 15-8 Ladbrokes)

and O’Farrell (1.5pts 13-8 Paddy
Power) were put forward to find the net
but unfortunately had few, if any, oppor-
tunities after that early play.
Another value punt on Kilkenny beat-

ing Limerick by 16 or more points (1pt
5-1 Stan James, Ladbrokes) dropped a
couple of points short too.
For up-to-the-minute sports betting

news and discussion follow me on
Twitter @petermcnemo07.

THERE are compelling statistics point-
ing towards a flutter in tonight’s Airtri-
city League Premier Division match at
Oriel Park as Dundalk face Cork City.
Second from bottom Dundalk have

lost 10 of their 18 league games and
concede favouritism for maximum
points to City who are a best available
evens generally to win.
Both units have drawn their last three

matches and another stalemate tonight
is 9-4 while the hosts are 3-1 with
Paddy Power to a win..
Calling the outcome of this encounter

is not easy, however there is plenty of
evidence to suggest both teams can
get on the scoresheet.
Dundalk are the lowest scorers in the

division having found the net a mere 14
times but also possess the second
worst defensive record after shipping
34 goals.
Fifty-five goals were scored in City’s

18 outings too so, despite Tommy
Dunne’s side being one of the most dif-
ficult to beat they still offer up chances
to the opposition.
And this is illustrated by the fact that

in eight of City’s last 10 matches both
teams have scored.
Both teams have scored in eight of

Dundalk’s previous 10 games too
which suggests the 4-5 bet365 and
Stan James offer is too enticing.
Recommendation Dundalk v Cork

City
Both teams to score: 2pts 4-5

bet365, Stan James.

Lilywhites to
pale against
the Rebel red

Lilywhites to
pale against
the Rebel red

Ciarán Lynch.


