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See all of

tomorrow’s
racecards: P35-37

RUGBY

SPORTS DIGEST

Launch for the Ballyhoura Active Summer Series in association with the Cork Sports Partnership. Front:
Fergal Sommers (Ballyhoura Fáilte), Michael Herlihy (North Cork AC), Sonia O’Sullivan, Sinead O’Riordan
(Ballhyoura Fáilte). Back: Gemma Crowley and Michael Crowley (Cork Sports Partnership).

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Mount Oval Bar, sponsors of the Cork Constitution U14 rugby team. At
the official handing over of the jerseys, Gregg Moore, proprietor of
MountOvalBar is joinedby localMunster and Ireland rugbyplayerPeter
O’Mahoney. Pictured L to R: Back; Barry Fitzgerald, GreggMoore, Peter
O’Mahoney and Richard Cooper. Front: Jack Fielding, Darragh Larkin
and Sam McManagan. Picture: John Lotty

Munster Rugby Supporters Club want you
THE official Munster Rugby
Supporters Club (MRSC) are
currently recruiting new members.
Registration for the 2012/13 season
will remain open until Tuesday next,
May 1.
The Munster Rugby Supporters
Club has grown year on year since
it’s inception in 1999, playing a vital
role within Munster Rugby.
Over the past five years the
Supporters Club has contributed
over €600,000 to the Munster
Rugby Academy and the
development of young players.
Munster player Conor Murray said:

“Having come through the Munster
Academy system my whole
approach to rugby changed. In the
academy the focus takes on the
importance of diet and nutrition
amongst other facets of the
professional game which helped me
to develop as a player and gain the
confidence to play at the highest
level.”
Membership costs €30 and
members receive the following

member benefits for season
2012/13:
● Up to 20% discount on season
tickets, Musgrave Park season
tickets (four games) priced from
€64 and Thomond Park season
tickets (seven games) from €112.
● Access to Heineken Cup and Six
Nations tickets.
● Admission to the members bar in
Thomond Park.
● Entry to the Supporters Club
Giant Draw where 72 prizes were
won last year — prizes this year
include €4,000 cash every month,
five star weekend breaks, free

flights and much more.
See www.mrsc.ie for more.

Footballing
dreams are
Shattered

AS A young fella interested in football, you
always cross your fingers that maybe you have
the talent to make it in the professional ranks.
Nobody on the schoolboy coaching staff seems

to notice your talent (or even know your name),
you have the first touch that goes further than the
goalkeeper can kick it out and your centre of grav-
ity is up near your armpits — yet up until the age
of 12 you still harbour the misplaced notion you
could end up cross channel.
When a plane passes overhead you try to keep

the ball in the air in case there is an agent looking
down (maybe it was just me who did this?) and in
your back yard you provide the commentary to
your future feats on the world stage.
By the age of 13 it dawned on me I didn’t have

what it took, around the time the coach took me
aside, put his arm around my shoulder and told
me the shinguards always go inside the socks.
But I never gave up dreaming, imagining that

after a five-a-side someday, someone might
approach me and ask me to report to the Ireland
manager of the day. It was only on Monday that
the dream was shattered.
In that day’s edition of this paper I didn’t appear

under a headline screaming “O’Shea strikes
again” in a photo of me bicycle-kicking a winner.
No, I was captured bearing down on Minister for

Justice, Equality and Defence, Alan Shatter, as he
attempted to control a the ball in a charity
nine-a-side up in the Camp Field. The picture
wasn’t in colour. My back was to the camera.
The report with the picture didn’t carry the score

but a ragtag media side beat a powerful (in a polit-
ical sense) team of TDs 3-1. They tried, but had
too many right wingers. I handled the ball to give
away a penalty that Shatter missed. It seems
likely to be the highlight of my football career.
Enough of broken dreams and a look at the

Premier League race that was reinvigorated by
the 4-4 draw Everton scraped at Old Trafford.
The title to be decided by goal difference has

been cut from 12-1 to 4-1 by Bet365 after Man
City — six goals better off — moved within three
points before United’s visit next Monday. The
Blues are 7-4 to pip their neighbours to the crown.
Bet365 go 12-1 on Ashley Young winning a spot
kick against City and 8-1 to be booked for diving.
Andre Marriner will be the man in the middle — he
was the was the official at Old Trafford last season
when United beat their Manchester rivals thanks
to Wayne Rooney's overhead kick.
Recommendation: William Hiill are offering an

interesting tricast on positions three to five and Ar-
senal/Newcastle/Chelsea is worth a punt at 9-1.

ATHLETICS
Cork student Dennis O’Sullivan
has been selected to be one of
the first Irish people to run in
the Olympic Stadium in London
on May 3. O’Sullivan was picked
at the Powerade Ireland On Your
Marks event that took place at
Cork Institute of Technology on
Saturday.
The free-to-enter event saw over
50 people be in with a chance of
being one of four Irish people
selected to run 100m at the
Olympic Stadium next month
accompanied by Irish Olympic
athlete Derval O’Rourke. The
18-year-old is from Bishopstown
in Cork and runs 400m with his
club, Leevale AC.
Dennis had gone along for a bit
of fun on Saturday and because
he had no luck in trying for
Olympic tickets, this would be a
great experience but had no idea
he would win.
“I had a great time on the day
even before the draw was made,
but I’m completely shocked that
I got picked out. I’ve been
involved in athletics for 11
years, so to be one of the first
Irish people to run 100m in the
Olympic Stadium will be
amazing. I can’t wait,” he said.
O’Sullivan now joins Evan
Maguire, from Galway; Anna
McIlmoyle, from Belfast; and
Michael Fennell, who is from
Dublin.
For more information on the
Powerade Ireland On Your
Marks campaign log on to
www.Powerade.ie/OnYourMarks

GYMNASTICS
Douglas Gymnastics Club are off
to the European Championships
next month with a team of four
gymnasts.
On the boys side, Adam Dalton,
Daniel Fox and Chris O’Connor
will compete with Tim
O’Donovan travelling as coach
to Montpellier in France, while
Sarah Buckley will compete in
the girls section in Brussels
with Elaine Dilworth acting as
head of delegation.
The Douglas club were guests of
the Lord Mayor of Cork at City
Hall as well this week at a civic
reception in their honour.
The Celtic Cup International
was held in Dublin last weekend
and Douglas were well
represented with Adam Dalton
gaining third place in the Men’s
Junior competition and the Irish
Junior team also including Ryan
Gettings were first overall.
Sarah Buckley made up part of
the women’s team that finished
in the bronze medal positions

while Damien Feller was part of
the Mens minor team that were
out of the medals, but competed
well.
Douglas have had great success
at national level in recent weeks
and confidence is high ahead of
the European Championships in
May.

SOCCER
THE Ireland U18 Schools’ team,
with three Cork City players
involved, will take on England
in Brighton tomorrow night in
the conclusion of the Centenary
Shield (ko 7:35pm).
Midfielder Brian Lenihan, of
PBC Cork, is also on
international duty.
Irish boss Ollie Horgan, from
Letterkenny, will be hoping
Coláiste Éinde skipper Colm
Horgan can rally his troops to
victory for the second time this
season following two
consecutive draws.
The squad is strengthened by
the return of Cork City’s John
Kavanagh who is joined by
team-mates Danny Morrissey
and Rob Lehane in the squad.
Ireland drew 2-2 with Wales last
time out after being two goals in
arrears while England’s last
game against Scotland saw them
enjoy a 2-0 victory at home.
The Ireland squad is: Evan
Comerford (CBS High School,
Clonmel), John Kavanagh
(Oatlands College), Anthony
O’Donnell (Carrigaline
Community School), Pierce
Sweeney (Coláiste Raithin,

Bray), Ryan Matthews
(Clonkeen College, Blackrock),
Paul Moffat (Clonkeen College,
Blackrock), Colm Horgan
(Coláiste Éinde, Galway), Brian
Lenihan (Presentation Brothers
College, Cork), Barry Sheedy
(Coláiste Íosaef, Kilmallock),
Sean Maguire (CBS Kilkenny),
Daniel Morrissey (Midleton

CBS), Sean Russell (Coláiste
Phadraig, Lucan), Jack Doherty
(Comeragh College), Rob Lehane
(Douglas Community School),
Timmy Molloy (Coláiste Iognaid,
Galway), Niall Corbett (Clonaslee
Vocational School, Laois), Fearghal
McMahon (St Macartan’s College,
Monaghan) and Joe O’Brien (Yeats
College, Galway).

By CONOR GEORGE

Munster’s Conor Murray.


