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THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Count on
Scots to
rage on

ONE of the momentous occasions in
the recent history of these islands
northwest of Europe will take place
in the middle of next month when
Scotland are allowed vote on inde-
pendence.
Things are not looking good for

those wishing to disband the United
Kingdom, with Stan James offering
5-1 on a yes vote, while most firms go
fours.
One gambler has put £600,000 on a

no vote at 1-4, in what is thought to
be the biggest political bet in modern
times.
William Hill said a punter who

first placed £400,000 on a no vote in
June has increased his stake to
£600,000 in the wake of Alex Sal-
mond’s below-par performance
against no campaign leader Alistair
Darling in a televised referendum
debate earlier this month.
Is there any chance that the Scots

might join us in shaking off the
shackles of rule from London?
You’d imagine if Braveheart was on

BBC 1 the night before the vote, it
might sway a few minds. Although
broadcasting Trainspotting as well
could shift things back.
A curious by-product of a vote to

leave the union would mean the
island to our right could no longer
call itself the UK, since that name de-
rives from the union of Scotland and
England (Wales is not a kingdom;
Northern Ireland is a province, and a
disputed one at that).
Would it simply become ‘K’? For

the Kingdom of Britain, Wales and
Northern Ireland? They would lose
their place in lists next to the US and
jump up next to Kenya if that was the
case.
Certainly, a significant number of

floating voters would vote for dissol-
ution of the Union if they simply con-
sidered the chaos that it could create
with the name and the identity crisis
it would cause the English.
Presumably, the flag would also

change, with the cross of St Andrew’s
disappearing, having the knock-on
effect of changing the Aussie and NZ
flag too.
Flag-makers and atlas printers will

certainly have their fingers crossed
for a boost in business.
Recommendation: A short price to
counter some big ones over the past
few days: Over 42.5% of Scots to vote
for independence at even money with
Paddy Power.

Churchtown
native Michael
O’Brien (Ford
Focus WRC) will
compete in
Sunday’s
Galway Summer
Rally in
Ballinasloe,
round six of the
Dunlop
National Rally
Championship.

MOTORSPORT
By Martin Walsh

Dromtarriffe
co-driver James
O’Brien (left) and
his Clonmel
driver Roy White
(MG ZR), who are
taking part in
the Carlton
Shearwater Hotel
Galway Summer
Rally in
Ballinasloe this
weekend.
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West Cork to get
full Tarmac status
SEVERAL months ago the
organisers of the Clonakilty
Blackpudding Irish Tarmac
Championship (TROA) in-
dicated that a decision on
the inclusion of the Quality
Hotel West Cork Rally as a
full round of the 2015 series
was imminent.

However, the Cork Motor Club —
organisers of the Clonakilty event
— are still awaiting an official re-
sponse from the TROA (Tarmac
Rally Organisers Association).
Last March the West Cork event

was part of the Modified category
of the ITC, but the step up to full
ITC status is what the Cork club
and indeed the fundraising com-
mittee in Clonakilty have desired
for the last few years.
The Evening Echo understands

that the West Cork Rally will be a
full round next season but it ap-
pears that the TROA are stalling in
the hope of making a dual an-
nouncement that will also confirm
the continued support of Clonakilty
Blackpudding as title sponsors of
the series.
The indecision about the an-

nouncement of the inclusion of the
West Cork Rally is hard to fathom
and unfair to the Cork club, it could
and should have been announced
long before the recent Ulster Rally
that was curtailed due to a fatal ac-
cident that claimed the life of
Timothy Cathcart.
Last week, the organisers of the

Ulster Rally confirmed a result of

that event — seasoned observers
were of the opinion that given the
circumstances, it would have been
best not to declare a result.
However, the Northern Ireland

Motor Club decided otherwise and
the event victory was awarded to
Garry Jennings with Declan Boyle
and Eugene Donnelly second and
third respectively.
The TROA have since awarded

full championship points for the
event and what that means is that
Declan Boyle has won this year’s
ITC series.
Yet, other than showing the

points standings on their official
website, the TROA has made no of-
ficial announcement that the series
has been won.
Meanwhile, details of the

Acesigns Cork 20 International
Rally, the final round of the series
are set to be announced in Mill-
street this Friday evening.
On Sunday, the Dunlop National

Rally Championship reaches round
six with the Carlton Shearwater
Hotel Galway Summer Rally in Bal-
linasloe. Welsh ace Hugh Hunter
(Subaru WRC) is the top seed and
one of five title contenders.
Declan Boyle, Paddy McVeigh

and Steve Wood – all in Subaru
WRC’s along with Roy White (MG
ZR) will put their title hopes on the
line. Having already dropped two
rounds, Hunter and Boyle have no
further room for error.
White will be co-driven by Drom-

tarriffe’s James O’Brien. The capa-
city entry also includes Derek Mc-

Garrity (Mini WRC) and Kevin
Barrett (Subaru WRC). Kerry’s
Alan Ring and his Newcestown
co-driver Adrian Deasy have with-
drawn as the Mel Evans hired
Subaru will not be ready in time.
Churchtown native Michael

O’Brien (Ford Focus WRC) will con-
tinue to gain experience of the
Dunlop series ahead of a full cam-
paign in 2015.
Other Cork entries in the nine

stage Galway event that also counts
as a round of the Top Part West
Coast Championship are Midleton’s
Mark Dolphin (Ford Escort),
Ballylickey’s Daniel Cronin (Mit-
subishi Evo IX), Ballydehob’s Jason
Roycroft (Honda Civic), Dromagh’s
John Murphy (Subaru) and Blar-
ney’s Dermot Riordan (Civic).
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