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ROBERT O’SHEA
ponders life’s great
mysteries, like why

Sellotape is never
advertised

PHONE WRITE E-MAIL
THE LAST WORD

“I was always looking outside myself for
strength and confidence, but it comes
from within. It is there all the time.”

Anna Freud (1895-1982)

ALL EYES in the next election will be
on Cork North West.

The simple fact is there are four sit-
ting TDs who will be seeking re-election
— three Fianna Fáil deputies and one
Fine Gael.

And four into three won’t go.
Making things even hotter will be

Councillor Michael Creed, who will be
seeking to regain the seat he lost at the
last election.

Batt O’Keeffe, the newly-appointed
Minister, will be relying on the signific-

ant urban vote in Ballincollig, which has
been allocated to Cork North West, to-
gether with votes from his native
Cullen.

Another important advantage for him
is the fact his wife, Mary, is from Mac-
room.

However, the Minister would be mis-

taken if he thought either of the two sit-
ting Fianna Fáil TDs, Michael Moynihan
and Donal Moynihan, will surrender
e a s i l y.

Both Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael will

have to use maximum vote manage-
ment strategies to achieve their object-
ive of getting two seats.

The second seat in this constituency
could decide the formation of the next

Government.
All of which is probably good news

for the people of Cork North West.
Watch the gravy train arrive.

HOOVERS: Perfect for picking up unwanted Sellotape.
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By JOHN DOLAN

ONE of the most respected
international stars of stage and
screen is coming to Cork, to play the
bad guy.
Steven Berkoff is one of the top
names on the Everyman Palace bill
for 2005, which was unveiled today.
Berkoff, a 67-year-old writer, actor
and director, is bringing his show
�����������	�
������ to the
MacCurtain Street theatre in
J a n u a r y.
It features his exploration and
analysis of Shakespeare’s most
villainous characters, such as Lago,
the Macbeths, Shylock and Richard
III. The show runs from January 25
to 29.
Also coming next month is TV
illusionist, Keith Barry, with his show
called �����������.
The Everyman is hosting a
celebration of Cork in laughter and
song to usher in the 2005 City of
Culture.
A special concert on January 18 will
include Paddy Comerford, Mon
Murphy, Tony Hegarty, Jean Elliot,
Linda Kenny, Three Cork Tenors and
Cork City Ballet.
Coming in February is Tony
award-winning actress Anna
Manahan in the world premiere of
�������, a story of disappointed love,
brutal passion and horrific
consequences for the lives of two
sisters living in 1950s Ireland.
The irrepressible dame of drag
Danny La Rue hosts an evening of
music and variety from February 14
to 19 while drama buffs will enjoy
the first Irish showing of a hit New
York play, ����, the story of good
times gone bad for two people who
have promised to be together
f o r e v e r.
There’s also ballet with �������
���
���
�����
�������
�����, running
in March, and comedy with ��
�������
����
���
������, as well as
a date with Tommy Tiernan.
Opera is represented by Puccini’s ��
���� �, also in March, while Cara
O’Sullivan will sing at Easter.

Evening Echo, Academy Street,
Cork or 89 O’Connell Street, Lim-
erick.

echo.ed@eecho.ie

O NE evening of late I
was boldly striding
through one of the
stores on Patrick

Street. I would like to say I
was Christmas shopping but
that would be a lie. What I
was doing was compiling a
list that I could photocopy
and give to relatives to docu-
ment exactly what they
could get me for Christmas.

My striding was brought to
a halt on a frustratingly regu-
lar basis by the rabble lurch-
ing here and there across
aisles. On one such un-
planned stop I found myself
kicking my heels in front of a
display for Sellotape.

With posters peeling off the
walls back in my bedroom
since early winter, (due to the
inept performance of some
blue tack I had purchased on
a previous shopping expedi-
tion) I found myself in the
market for good quality pres-
sure-sensitive adhesive tape.

I was reaching a hand in
and ready to dangle a hoop of
tape around my wrist like a
primitive Polynesian brace-
let when my eye was caught
by a large advertising blurb.

The blurb said nothing
shocking; it simply read: ‘As
seen on TV’. Hours, maybe
minutes passed and I stood
there, eyes transfixed as my
brain scanned my memory
for just one time I had seen

Sellotape advertised on TV. I
came to the definite conclu-
sion that I had not.

“Further, I have never seen
it portrayed in any way on a
TV programme or in a fea-
ture-length movie,” I
muttered lowly, hoping not to
disturb other shoppers.

I had been caught out like
this before, I remembered.
There used to be an ad on TV
for pull-down staircases that
led to the attic. The ad would
show an elderly man mount-
ing some steps that we had
just seen him pull down from
the ceiling and walking up
until he disappeared. The ad
always ended with a
voiceover saying: ‘As seen on
The Late, Late Show’.

Which was fine. I hadn’t
seen that particular show but
perhaps I had been out the
night it was on. The thing
that disturbed me was that
The Late, Late Show was
always filmed in a studio that
had no ceiling to speak of and
therefore the staircase could
not have been demonstrated
on the show at all. Unless
there was some sort of out-
side broadcast or pre-recor-

ded clip from a house.
This hasn’t got too much to

do with the Sellotape situ-
ation but I can assure you
that I am as disappointed
about picking that example
as you are after reading it.

Reverse a little: so what if I
haven’t seen Sellotape on
TV? It is, after all, famously
transparent. Then why
would its makers be pushing
that angle? The thought
nagged at me.

Why the need to promote
Sellotape at all, especially at
this time of year? Safety pins,
string, thumb tacks, paper
clips, gum: I’ve used them all
and not one has a patch on
Sellotape when it comes to
wrapping gifts.

I contacted the makers of
Sellotape to find out the
reason for this advertising
shift but no comment was
forthcoming. Their lips were
sealed. Perhaps with tape.

I did learn from their web-
site, however, that Sellotape
is a brand name. I hadn’t
known this. I thought all
such transparent adhesive
tape was Sellotape. Not so,
and perhaps this was the

reason for the shift in mar-
keting: to disassociate itself
from other brands of sticky
t ap e.

And now as I sit and type
this I cannot help but think
what if other generic brand
names decided to jazz up
their products for the Christ-
mas period:

Biro
The ideal gift for the aspir-

ing writer. Is your young
genius busy brooding over
the major topics affecting the
world today? Think he could
knock his ideas into a novel?
Buy him a Biro — As seen on
paper all over the world.

Hoover
The perfect gift for the

mother who still hasn’t
broken free of the patriarchal
society she married into.
Great for sucking up those
annoying bits of Sellotape
that seem to be everywhere
after the festivities. Buy her a
Hoover — As heard whenev-
er you want to watch

something good on TV.
Band-Aid

Run out of Sellotape? Use
Band-Aid, the next best thing
for wrapping gifts. Band-Aid
— As seen on kids’ faces days
after they’ve got their first
bike for Christmas.

Xerox
Would you like a machine

that has more than 20 but-
tons, yet only one use?

Want 100 copies of that CV
when clearly only one is what
you intended? Want those 100
reproductions to be sliced ac-
curately through the middle
of every first word of the
left-hand column?

Xerox — As seen being
thumped at an office near
you.

Or you may simply wish to
photocopy your Christmas
wish list so you can Sellotape
it up around the house?

Top of my list — yes you’ve
guessed it — a staircase to…
no, I’m kidding. It’s actually
Spiderman underpants.
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