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BETTING

LAST WEEK

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Cork’s Pat Horgan powers past Kilkenny’s Brian Hogan during their NHL Division 1A
game in Páirc Uí Chaoimh back in March. Both sides meet again in this Sunday’s NHL
final at Croke Park. Picture: Sportsfile

APRIL was extremely kind with 12 of our 24 winning selections this year
recommended last month including four winners from six recommendations
last Friday.
Cork to win by three or more versus Mayo (2pts 6-5 Paddy Power), under 30.5
points to be scored in total (1pt 5-6 bet365), Colm O’Neill anytime goalscorer
(0.75pt 7-2 Boyles) and first goalscorer (0.25pt 8-1 Boyles) all returned a very
healthy profit, boosted obviously by the Ballyclough clubman’s opening major
at Croke Park.
However, Fermanagh (-1 v Wicklow, 4pts evens Paddy Power) and Wexford
(-1 v Longford, 1pt 10-11 generally) left us down.

Cats won’t want to
give Cork an inch

THE moment Cork
joinedKilkenny in the
Allianz NHL Division
1 decider JBM’s team
could be backed at
11-4 to win the match
but as the final draws
ever closer the Rebels
are currently as short
as 13-8.

A steady flow of cash has
been placed on Cork win-
ning their 15th league title
in regulation time in the
run-up to Sunday’s box of-
fice tussle but is there
enough juice left in Bet-
Victor’s 2-1 to warrant a
punt on the Rebels?

I suggest not unfortu-
nately.

Kilkenny’s injury con-
cerns are probably the main
reason for Cork’s odds con-
tracting but it is possible
that they have now become
overstated, the Cats have
been pushed out to 4-7 to
win the match and 1-2 to lift
the trophy at Boyles and
Paddy Power.

Richie Power scored 1-11
of the Cats’ total the after-
noon Cork defeated Brian
Cody’s team by two points
(1-17 to 1-15) and this year’s
market leader for the Hurl-
er of the Year accolade – the
Carrickshock clubman is no
greater than Paddy Power’s
6-1 to collect the gong – will
obviously be a huge loss to
the All-Ireland champions.

However, much of
Power’s scoring comes from
placed balls anyway and
surely nobody would sug-
gest that Kilkenny do not
have an able deputy or five
for that role?

Another factor to con-
sider when evaluating
Kilkenny for this clash are
the contributions of Eoin
Larkin, Matthew Ruth,
Colin Fennelly and TJ Reid.

Power may have
plundered 3-49 in the league
but the aforementioned
quartet are in scintillating
form too, especially Ruth
who has registered 5-9.

Cork, 13-8 to lift the
trophy with BetVictor and
Ladbrokes, have also been
supported from 14s, albeit

before JBM was appointed
towards the end of last year,
into as low as 11-2 with
Boyles for All-Ireland suc-
cess.

And those bettors that
have instigated such market
moves have plenty of evid-
ence to support such theor-
etical viewpoints, especially
now that the likes of Patrick
Horgan (scorer of 0-43 in the
league) and Paudie O’Sulli-
van (3-6) are realising their
vast potential in the inside
forward line.

But Kilkenny tend to try
and inflict losses upon
teams that they fear could
challenge them later on in
the season.

True, that was not the
case in Páirc Uí Chaoimh,
but the Cats had trained ex-

tremely hard the week of
that encounter and during
the match uncharacteristic-
ally hit some poor wides.

I doubt they will be any-
thing but firing on all cylin-
ders in Thurles on Sunday.

Originally, there was a
strong temptation to recom-
mend Cork in receipt of a
three-point buffer at Bet-
Victor’s 5-6 but unsure of
whether or not that was the
heart ruling the head it is
safer to play the percent-
ages and trust the gut in-
stinct.

Kilkenny’s ability to usu-
ally come out on the right
side of these massive
matches is more often than
not based on their motiva-
tion to try and build a head
of steam before half-time so

backing Cody’s team to be
ahead by two or more
points at the interval is also
advised as bet365’s evens
appears too generous to ig-
nore.

For those finding it diffi-
cult to separate the teams
10-1 generally available that
the game ends all-square
might be the call or for even
greater value bet365’s 70-1
about the prospect of the
contest being level at
half-time and full-time
should not be dismissed.

Recommendations

Kilkenny -2 (v Cork): 3pts evens
Boyles;

Kilkenny -1 on the half-time
handicap (v Cork): 1pt evens
bet365.

Bending banana not as impressive as a peach of a shot
WHEN I was young fella around two feet
short of my present height, we would
spend the days it wasn’t raining playing
ball on our estate’s green.
Two well-located trees (for us, not for

the couple whose well-coiffured garden
lay behind it) were one set of goalposts
and two concrete blocks (which also
acted as shot puts when we played
Olympics) did the job as the other.
Most times the full pitch wasn’t neces-

sary due to a poor turnout or Tevez-like
storm-off, so we’d play three-goals-in.
Anyway, the ball would, on the odd

occasion, peg off far-flung windows and
residents had differing reactions to
these misplaced raspers.
One very old lady would peer out from

behind her net curtains for most of our

games. Owners of neat gardens with
flowers considered us a nuisance,
remonstrating with us every so often.
One threatened to take us to court.
It was your usual mix of neighbours.
Anyway, one middle-aged man, who

possessed a front lawn that reached up
to our waists, was unperturbed by the
damage our wayward shots caused, but
whenever his door was hit, he’d open it,
suspecting someone had knocked.
We would always leave the ball in his

garden to let him kick it back to us.
The reason? This man, who weighed

well over 20 stone, had the most vicious
banana kick you could hope to witness.
Papiss Cisse has been installed as

11-10 favourite with sportingbet to win
s Goal of the Season

award after his strike in Newcastle’s 2-0
win over Chelsea on Wednesday night.
Yet while he claimed his 30-yard

banana shot that beat Petr Cech “was
the best goal of my career”, he also said
he hit it from exhaustion, “I just wanted
to shoot as I had no power left.”
Peter Crouch’s long-range volley

against Man City in March is second in
the betting at 11-8, while Luis Suarez’s

lob last weekend is 20-1 with Skybet,
who make any other goal 25-1 to win.
My problem with Cisse’s goal is,

though I’m sure he meant it, it looked a
bit of a fluke. It was like one of those we
attempted in three-goals-in, that might
possibly fly a few feet inside and above
the concrete block, but was more likely
to head in the direction of someone’s
begonias. Such volleys should be called
balloon kicks rather than bananas.
My neighbour had mastered that

much more difficult skill: the banana kick
from the ground and we always appreci-
ated the spin and power he put into
sending the ball back to us.
One day I called over to ask him how

he did it?
He told me he had eaten a lot of ba-

nanas as a kid and one day he slipped
on a peel, inadvertently kicking a foot-
ball as he fell and from that day on he
was able to curl the ball with ease.
I’m not saying I believed this but I

realised by telling that story he didn’t
want to waste any time instructing me,
so I left his porch and don’t think I ever
asked him a question again.
Recommendation: Volleys that

waver not an inch in trajectory have
always impressed me more than those
that swerve. Few have ever been hit
more dramatically or sweet than Steven
Gerrard’s 90th minute equaliser in the
2006 FA Cup final. Expect the Reds to
be celebrating again this Saturday but
they might have to rely on spotters
again at 9-1 with Paddy Power.

THE YEAR SO FAR

WITH four months of the year now passed it is an ideal time to assess how
the first third of the 12-month period has transpired in relation to outlay and
return on investment.
Below is how all ante-post bets placed on competitions either nearing their
completion or ones that are now done and dusted have evolved.
In total, 14 ante-post bets were recommended and the portfolio is generally in
very good order, though a positive result at the Etihad Stadium for Man
United last Monday night would have positioned us on even better terms.
However, as indicated, 11-4 and 100-30 winners are secured while Bayern
Munich’s capacity to reach the Uefa Champions League final has ensured at
least an 11-1 payout from the place terms though should they justify
favouritism on May 19 a 33-1 winner would be returned.
As well as that, a 3-1 return is also guaranteed following Avondale United’s
assured placing in the Umbro FAI Intermediate Cup final but like Bayern go
into the showpiece of that competition as raging hot favourites and so a 9-1
payout is a realistic probability.
Kilkenny were recommended to win the Allianz NHL Division 1 and punters
will learn their fate regarding that investment by Sunday evening but as is
highlighted elsewhere on this page some investors will now probably consider
offsetting any potential loss by backing Cork at 2s.
Regarding weekend recommendations from the start of 2012, 64 were given
and 24 were returned as winning selections.

ALREADY ADVISED

Barclays Premier League (on Friday, August 12, 2011)
Manchester United to win the Barclays Premier League: 10pts 7-4 generally (cur-
rently 15-8 BetVictor, Paddy Power);
Wayne Rooney PFA Player of the Year: 4pts 10-1 Victor Chandler (LOSER);
Luis Nani PFA Player of the Year: 1pt 16-1 Paddy Power (LOSER).
Uefa Champions League (on Friday, September 9, 2011) Barcelona: 10pts 2-1 totes-
port, BETFRED (LOSER beaten semi-finalists);
Bayern Munich: 2pts each-way 22-1 Coral (currently 4-9 generally);
Top goalscorer: Lionel Messi
4pts 11-4 generally (currently 1-12 Ladbrokes but most firms have already paid out as a
WINNER);
David Villa top goalscorer: 1pt 14-1 generally (LOSER);
Pedro top goalscorer: 0.5pt each-way 1/4 1,2,3,4 33-1 generally (LOSER).

FAI Umbro Intermediate Cup (on Friday, December 2, 2011)
Avondale United to win the FAI Umbro Intermediate Cup: 1pt each-way 6-1 1/3 1, 2
Paddy Power (currently 1-3 Boyles).

FA Cup (on Friday, January 6, 2012)
Tottenham Hotspur to win the FA Cup: 2.5pts each-way 1/2 1, 2 8-1 generally (LOSER
beaten semi-finalists);
Stoke City to win the FA Cup: 0.25pt each-way 1/2 1, 2 40-1 bet365, Stan James, Coral
(LOSER beaten quarter-finalists);
Manchester City to win the FA Cup (‘saver bet’): 1.5pts 7-1 Victor Chandler (LOSER
beaten in third round).

ALLIANZ NFL DIVISION 2 (on Friday, February 3)
Kildare to win Allianz NFL Division Two: 0.5pt 100-30 William Hill (WINNER).

ALLIANZ NHL DIVISION 1 (on Friday, February 24)
Kilkenny to win Allianz NHL Division 1: 3pts 7-4 generally (currently 4-9 William Hill).

SUNDAY
Allianz NHL
Division One
final, Cork v
Kilkenny, TG4,

4pm


