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SPORTS BETTING

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Draw is
a decent
call in a
close tie
DUBLIN are the slightest of
favourites to win the All-
Ireland SFC final on Sunday
at Croke Park as the layers
foresee Mayo failing in the
decider for an 11th time.

At the outset of the race for Sam
Maguire the Evening Echo GAA
team pointed punters in the direc-
tion of Mayo and Dublin as the most
likely victors of the competition as
can be viewed in the ‘Already ad-
vised’ section of this page and now
that both counties will contest the
final it is extremely difficult to en-
visage either unit having a defined
edge on their opponents.

Boyles and Coral, however, rate
Dublin as an unconvincing odds-on
shot at 10-11 though most of their
competitors are laying evens in the
match betting market.

Mayo, generally, are 11-10 to win
the game but the aforementioned
duo pitch James Horan’s side at 5-4.

The draw, though, at 9-1 might be
worth considering as the value punt.
A common trend in many of the
major GAA championship matches
these days is that there is little if
anything ever between the protagon-
ists and this encounter should be no
different.

It would be a shock if punters that
took the chance on backing the draw
did not at least get a genuine run for
their outlay on Sunday.

If there is to be a winner it is un-
likely that more than one or two
scores will separate the teams.

Another punt, to minimal stakes,
not be dismissive of is the draw/
draw double result at odds of 40-1
though we will gladly settle for the
9-1 offered on the contest being level
at full-time.

When you weigh up the pros and
cons of both sides it seems for every
plus one of the finalists has the other
has a strength to counteract it.

This could be one of the most tac-
tical deciders in years but yet
goalscoring opportunities should
present themselves given how both
counties have a grá for raising green
flags and there is sufficient mileage
in Boyles’ 5-4 that there is three or
more goals scored at headquarters.

Between them, Dublin, with 11,
and Mayo, registering 14, have
scored 25 goals in 10 championship
outings, five each averaging 2.5
goals per game with the former unit
scoring at least one goal in all five
games while Mayo have netted in

four of their five.
Finally, Paddy Power are expected

to offer a ‘RTÉ Man of the Match
nomination’ market and Dublin mid-
fielder Michael Darragh Macauley
should provide excellent value.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Dublin v Mayo: Draw, 1pt 9-1 gen-

eral; over 2.5 goals, 1pt 5-4 Boyles;
Michael Darragh Macauley (Dublin)
to be nominated for the RTÉ Man of
the Match award, 2pts best available
odds.

ALREADY ADVISED (on

Friday, May 24)
Peter McNamara: Mayo to win the
All-Ireland SFC: 2.5pts each-way 1/2
1, 2 8-1 bet365, BetVictor, William
Hill.
Éamonn Murphy: Mayo: 1pt 8-1
bet365, BetVictor, William Hill.
Denis Hurley: Dublin: 3pts 5-2 gen-
eral; Mayo, 1pt each-way 1/2 1, 2 8-1
bet365, BetVictor, William Hill.
Sarah O’Donovan: Dublin: 3pts 5-2
general.
Rob O’Shea’s Longshot: Mayo: 1pt
8-1 bet365, BetVictor, William Hill.

No holding Mayo back, let them fill the Sam with soup
NINE years ago today I began writing a
column in this paper.
That first foray into foisting my

opinions on to Cork readers had noth-
ing to do with betting, but was situated
in the current affairs section; ‘current’
being anything topical, and ‘affairs’
ranging from religious iconography in
sandwiches to astronauts driving cars
in nappies.
That very popular column (17 regular

readers more than the 14 I have now)
lasted three years and was brought to
an abrupt end when I asked for a raise
from the €100 I was getting per article
to be brought up to €20 a word (those
were the Celtic Tiger days; what can I
say, I lost the run of myself).

There followed another period of
three years where I wrote nothing at
all for the newspaper, bar the odd
horoscope.
And now for almost the past three

years I have been filling this space,
pearls of punting wisdom leaking on to
the page four days a week.
It’s got me thinking that I should soon

take another three years off, recharge
the batteries and maybe come back as
the cooking or gardening expert.
As the only thing alive in my garden

are insects or slugs, the cookery might
be the best bet and with three years of
intense training I’m sure a weekly
column on my gastronmoic adventures
would be a sizzling success.

I have a headstart with my recipe for
soup, which will prove a perfect winter
warmer for the months ahead.
Like all recipes, this one should be

read in an Italian accent.
Boil a kettle (any normal kettle will

do). Tip: Don’t try to catch the steam
with your hands as it escapes the spout
and wafts towards the ceiling.

Now pour the boiled water
(606-614ml) into a large saucepan.
Get six carrots and chop them into

manageable pieces. Cut up one large
onion, or two little ones, I don't really
care. When cutting up the onion try not
to cry because it looks a bit gay. Dice a
buttersquash (dicing is the same as
chopping, presumably).
Slide all the stuff you have cut up into

the boiling water, add two cubes of
chicken stock and grate in one orange
rind (use that part of the grater that you
never realised what it was for). Cover
the pan with a lid or your splayed fin-
gers and leave to simmer on a low heat
for 15 minutes or until the vegetables
are tender - stick a fork in them; if done,

the prongs should slide in as gently as
a machete through margarine.
Now the fun part. Take your hand

blender (you should purchase a hand
blender) and squish up the vegetables.
Make sure you keep the blades under
the surface unless you want a mighty
mess.
You should now have something that

resembles a smooth puréed slop. Add
whatever spices you want. Now would
also be a good time to squeeze in the
juice from the recently skinned orange.
Add a half a carton of cream and stir
and stir over a low heat. Voilá.
Recommendation: If that doesn’t

work, bet on Mayo to win by 1-2 points
at 9/2 with Bet365.

Redskins take
on the Lions
AMERICAN FOOTBALL: THERE are
two live NFL matches on Sky Sports 3
this Sunday night with Detroit Lions
tackling Washington Redskins (6pm)
and Indianapolis Colts meeting San
Francisco 49ers (9.25pm).
In the initial offering, Redskins are
marginal 4-5 favourites generally
despite an uninspiring start to the
season and the injury concerns
surrounding quarterback RGIII.
Lions, meanwhile, are 11-10 with
skyBET and Paddy Power for victory.
However, 49ers can be punted on at
1-5 to overcome Colts (4-1).

St Pat’s supported
SOCCER: ST PATRICK’S ATHLETIC
have been supported to win their
top-of-the-table clash with Dundalk in
the Airtricity League Premier Division
tonight.
The vast majority of firms have trimmed
St Pat’s odds to win the match - the
Inchicore-based side are as low as
21-20 to earn maximum points.
However, Ladbrokes still offer a
standout 6-5 while BetVictor are top
price on the draw at 12-5 and a
Dundalk triumph at 13-5 alongside
bet365.

Reds 7/1 outright
RUGBY: AHEAD of their third regular
season clash in the RaboDirect PRO12
Munster are fourth-favourites to win the
Grand Final of the competition.
Rob Penney’s men face Benetton
Treviso in the Stadio Monigo and are
7-1 generally in the regular season
betting to finish top of the pile but are
6-1 to win the competition outright.
With Peter O’Mahony and Simon Zebo
raring to go however Munster’s odds
could contract further with victory in
Italy on Saturday.

Dexter is fancied
HORSE RACING: JACK DEXTER is
the early favourite to win the Ayr Gold
Cup on Saturday.
The dependable sprinter, winner of the
Bronze Cup last year and a recent
Group 3 race, is just 7-1 with Stan
James to prevail but skyBET, Boyles
and William Hill are laying an
industry-high 9-1.
Baccarat is the 10-1 second favourite
though there have been market moves
for Gabriels Lad (16-1 bet365) and
Highland Colori (20-1 general).

Dublin midfielder Michael Darragh Macauley will be good value for the Man
of the Match nomination. Picture: Sportsfile


