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RINGS

SNOOKER
By DEREK KIELY FIXTURES

Messi’s curling shots cannot match Linus’s wonder strike
The icy pavement outside my front

door even gives me a chance to emu-
late these glacial heroes on Eurosport.
It proved impossible to purchase a curl-
ing stone at short notice, but after sev-
eral trials with household objects I even-
tually settled on a frozen turkey.
Disappointingly, no one in the

Gardiner’s Hill area seems to share my
passion and I must curl alone, both slid-
ing the stone towards the target and
doing the manic sweeping myself.
It’s a shame because curling, like the

sport it rhymes with, was invented by
one of us.
At a public school in England in the

late 1880s, the pupils were having a

kickabout when one of their Irish
boarders (his name lost in the mists of
time) picked up the football, filled it with
cement and went in search of a brush.
No one was impressed, but if Lionel

Messi did it we’d all be raving.
Whenever anyone scores a great

goal on TV, even if it is acknowledged
that it is great by everyone present,

some wag will always “if Lionel Messi
did it we’d all be raving”.
But we are raving about it! If you ever

say anything like this, please stop.
Yesterday it was announced that the

diminutive Argy and his two team-mates
at Barca, Xavi and Iniesta, are the short-
listed three for the Ballon d’Or (the
European Player of the Year award,
which from 2010 has been merged with
the FIFA World Player of the Year).
Inexplicably, the bookies aren’t offer-

ing odds on this either. And could
someone reassure Wesley Sneijder hea
had a great season.
Victor Chandler do however go 4-5 on

Jose Mourinho to be the world coach of

the year (Pep Guirdiola and Spain boss
Vicente del Bosque are both 5-2).
And Linus Hallenius is 11-4 favourite

should be a lock to get the Fifa goal of
the year. Check out youtube to see the
Swede outdo even Marco van Basten’s
goal against Russia in Euro ’88.
It’s so good that if Lionel Messi did it

we’d all be curling.
Recommendation: Graeme McDow-

ell beat Tiger at the weekend in a play-
off. A few weeks back we said he was a
good price at 6-1 to win the BBC Sports
Personality of the Year. He is now gen-
erally 3-1, but to guarantee money get
on him at 4-7 with BetFred to be in the
top three. If he’s not, I’ll eat my turkey.

Cassidy on verge
of special career

Youghal CYMS ‘B’ v Douglas Snooker Club
Youghal CYMS ‘A’ v Youghal CYMS ‘C’
Fermoy CYMS v The Crucible Snooker
Club
The AOH v Shooters Snooker Club
● The Munster U21 Snooker Champion-
ship will be held in Youghal CYMS on Sat-
urday, December 18 at 10.30am, with an
open draw and an entry fee of 10. The
entries can be emailed to cymsyoughal@
hotmail.com and the closing date for entry
is Wednesday the 15th of December at
4pm. The result of the draw and the sched-
ule of play will be posted on www.youghal-
cyms.com on December 15.

Dullea’s
McCarthy
seals final
success

By NIALL KELLY

MA DULLEA’S made it two
wins in-a-row in the Combined
A teams trophy competition
played at the Top of the Hill
recently.

In an outstanding final that
went down to the last hand in
the last game, they beat a very
good Gill Tavern side.

So close was this final the
Gill Tavern had a chance to
win it at the death with 43 and
all the ones remaining to be
scored, Richard Fitzgerald
stepped up to throw knowing
Ma Dullea’s only needed the
ones and Tom McCarthy was
waiting to throw to win the
title for his team.

Fitzgerald got 43 and one,
but unfortunately for him and
his team when Tom McCarthy
threw he did what was
required of him and sealed the
win for Ma Dullea’s.

The man of the match award
was presented to Declan
O’Keeffe from Ma Dullea’s,
while best for the Gill Tavern
were Paul and Steve
Cunningham.

The trophies were presented
to the winning team by the
sponsors, the Top of the Hill.

The semi-finals of the B
teams’ competition takes place
tomorrow night in St Vincent’s
at 9pm.

The next meeting of league
delegates will take place at the
Sportsman’s Bar on Thursday
night at 9pm.

WITH the Cork Snooker
League suspended last week
due to the terrible road con-
ditions around Cork City and
county, this week we take a
brief look at a rising Cork
star in the game of snooker.

The Crucible Snooker Club, on
Blarney Street, has an incredible re-
cord in recent years of producing
some of the county’s best young
snooker talent and under the watch-
ful eye of top Irish and European
snooker coach PJ Nolan, the Cru-
cible’s David Cassidy has really
shown that he has what it takes to
win at the top level.
Cassidy is the current leader in

the U19 ‘National Rankings’ follow-
ing a fantastic victory in Ballina last
week and he is already one of the top
players in the Irish U19 Internation-
al squad, this young man from the
Crucible stable is on course to really
explode onto the national and inter-
national snooker scene.
Cassidy, who plays out of the PJ

Nolan Champions Academy which
is based in the Ivy Rooms in Carlow,
recently became the Irish U18 Na-
tional Champion which was played
in Waterford Snooker Club, where in
the final he beat fellow academy
member Daniel O’Regan by three
frames to nil in a superb match.
So far this year David has repres-

ented the Republic of Ireland in the
2010 World U21 Championships in
Letterkenny and in the 2010
European U19 championships in
Malta.
On the Cork snooker scene, his

team the Crucible sit on top of the
current league standings and look
like the hot favourites to win the
league and as the ‘Big One’ arrives
at the Gleneagle Hotel in Killarney
in January at the Munster Snooker
Club Championships Cassidy will be
part of an extremely strong Crucible
team that will look to challenge for
the Blue Riband event in Munster
Club Snooker and with the quality
of International players in the team,

there is a real possibility that David
Cassidy and his fellow team-mates
could bring the ever elusive Mun-
ster Cup back to the ‘Rebel County’
for the first time in over a decade.
The one thing that makes life

tough for all these young budding
snooker stars including Cassidy is
the severe lack of player sponsor-
ship out there and David, like all

other potential professional snooker
players, has to rely heavily on their
parents support along with family
and friends to survive and in most
cases have to self finance a lot of
their snooker trips, be it here on the
national scene and even abroad on
international duty, representing the
Republic of Ireland.
In the end, glowing in the glory of

our young Cork snooker stars is all
well and good, but the reality is that
at some stage along David’s progres-
sion in the game, somebody or some
company are going to have to help
him financially to reach the next
level, and who knows we could have
the next Ken Doherty right here in
Cork on our doorsteps if that hap-
pens.

The Crucible’s David Cassidy
has really shown he has what it
takes to win at the top level.

THE odd time a person will come up to
me and ask me if I am an expert on all
sports considering I seem to offer tip-
ping wisdom on such a wide variety?
Of course I am, I will laugh, slapping

them on the back and moving away hur-
riedly, because who is this guy anyway?
Take curling. I’ve taken an interest in

it even outside the acceptable remit of
the Winter Olympics. This is despite no
bookmaker even offering odds on it.
The European Championships star-

ted last Saturday and run for a week.
Even though it will not help you a jot, I’m
lobbing my weight behind a Nordic
double: Sweden in the women’s and
Denmark in the men’s.

Tom McCarthy sealed the win for
Ma Dullea’s


