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ECHONEWS

big issue
P R E G N A N T:
One Irish
woman says
the idea of
going ahead
with her preg-
nancy just
didn’t seem
possible. Read
her story
b e l o w.

exiling women with crisis pregnancy

Some Irish women’s
experiences of abortion
MIRIAM: She was working
from ‘week-to-week’ in an
unstable job and in a ‘pois-
onous relationship’ when
she discovered she was
pregnant.

“It was at a time when
things were very bad in my
relationship that I realised I
hadn’t had a period.

“A little while later I
counted my dates. I just
thought I’d check it out,
rather than really thinking I
was pregnant.

“When I got the positive
result, I was in complete
shock. When I realised
there was no doubt at all
that I was pregnant, I felt
awful, dreadful panic.

“The idea of going ahead
with the pregnancy, it just
wasn’t a possibility, it just
didn’t seem possible.
There was no way.

“I told my boyfriend im-
mediately. He was very
shocked and completely at
sea. It was clear the rela-
tionship wasn’t going any-
where. He was planning to
move away from Ireland.

“We flew to Manchester.
My memory of it is a bit
hazy. I just wanted it over,
finished.

“I remember them being
very nice, very helpful, at
the clinic.

“I still felt really low when

I came home. I had
planned to go to work on
Monday as if nothing had
happened, but when it
came I just didn’t feel up to
it and stayed in bed all day.
I felt really drained, both
physically and emotionally.

“Years later, when I got
pregnant again, it was
completely different. It was
going to be a big issue for
my partner and I, we hadn’t
planned this but I was ab-
solutely positive I wanted
to go ahead with the preg-
n a n c y.

“It wasn’t about having
the support of a man or not
having the support of a
man. It was about me feel-
ing right about having a
child.

“The abortion isn’t a
burning issue for me. It’s
something big and import-
ant, which the people close
to me know about. I just tell
them along with the other
bits.

“I think that afterwards, I
was certainly very sad and
I had a sense of loss, but
loss of potential. I never
had regret. I have never re-
gretted what was for me

the right decision.
“Being the mother of a

daughter motivated me to
tell my story. Should she
ever have to make the
same choice, I would wish
that she could be treated
with care and dignity in her
own country.”
● K AT E : One mother re-
calls the turmoil of discov-
ering that her 14-year-old
daughter was pregnant.

“Kate became moody, ir-
ritable, withdrawn. She
stayed in her room for
hours and said she wasn’t
hungry at mealtimes.

“At first we just let her
be. What finally rang alarm
bells was her two best
friends — they were wait-
ing for Kate to get out of
the bath.

“I suddenly said: ‘Kate’s
a bit low these days, isn’t
she.’ Neither said anything,
but their eyes slid all over
the place — to each other,
to me, to the door. My
heart thudded and my
stomach turned over. I
knew something serious
was wrong.

“I waited until she went
to her room for the night

and followed her in. She
burst into tears. She said,
‘Mum, I’m pregnant.’

“It was the most emo-
tionally-exhausting night of
my life. Kate was so dis-
tressed. My own shock,
and relief at knowing, and
sheer horror for Kate, all
churning.

“When Kate told us she
wanted an abortion, I tried
to talk her out of it, I was so
worried she would regret it
or blame us afterwards. I
also felt so guilty, because
I felt relieved. In my heart, I
knew I didn’t want Kate to
have a baby. But, oh my
God, I didn’t want her to
have an abortion either.

“I travelled with Kate.
The travelling somehow
compounds everything.
Before that it was mostly a
private crisis, now it
became public with cover
stories and lies...

“I believe the abortion
was right for Kate, and I
believe we are all moving
on. But I don’t want this to
be a dark secret in Kate’s
past. It has been a desper-
ately hard time but I don’t
want it to be like that.”
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�, published
by the Irish Family Plan-
ning Association.

CASE STUDIES

SUMMER is regarded as the silly
season in the newspaper business.
Places like Leinster House are
boarded up for three months and a lot
of politicians go on holidays, meaning
one of the main sources for
generating serious news stories is
removed.
Papers have to fill their pages instead
with pictures of people frolicking at the
beach enjoying sunny weather and
such.
Last week, however, we had a STOP
PRESS! moment. The country was
rocked by the revelation of the return
of you-know-who.
The three of them came back, not an
ounce of fuss on them, and not a
single Irish passport between them.
The gall of this trio to return at this
critical juncture in Irish history, when
things, while not quite all rosy in the
garden, are distinctly better than when
they left the scene. This was serious.
The Taoiseach rushed back from his
holiday in Kerry so he could be briefed
on the situation.
Junior Minister for Foreign Affairs
Conor Lenihan was adamant that the
Government had no prior knowledge
of their return.
“The Taoiseach was a surprised as
anybody else by the interview the
other day,” he said.
Privately, Ahern is said to be worried.
He knows that if Ireland don’t qualify
for the World Cup in Germany he will
probably face the backlash of the
public in the 2007 election.
The turnaround of the Three
Musketeers — Zidane, Makelele and
Thuram — has put paid to our hopes
of automatic qualification. Simple as
that. The only consolation from this
depressing situation is that the best
footballer in the world of the past
decade will probably grace the field in
Ireland when France visit next month.
What was more interesting than their
surprise return to the international
fold, however, was the intriguing
revelation in ��������

�����
magazine by Zidane that a
“mysterious voice” had persuaded him
to come back.
“One night at 3am I woke up and then
I spoke with someone. But no one
knows it. Neither my wife nor anyone.
Until I die, I will never tell; this is just
too crazy. This is someone that you
will probably never meet.”
‘Who was it?’ us newspaper people
immediately wanted to know.
‘Mick McCarthy’ said a few wags in
the office. French coach Christophe
Domenech? The Late Pope John Paul
II? Elvis? His childhood sled?
After a few days sleuthing without
turning up many clues, we gave up,
but Zizou himself then came out and
said that the media had distorted his
original statement when they
translated his comments from French
to English, like they had done to
another French soccer legend, Eric
Cantona, when he had said: “When
the seagulls follow the trawler it is

because they hope sardines will be
thrown over the side,” and all the
journalists present wrote down
instead: Pretentious French assh*le.
What Zidane claims he said now was:
“At the end of the day, like, the gaffer
asked me back to do a job and it’s
every boy’s dream to play for his
country…”
No, seriously, although the original
translation printed here is quite
correct, he now claims that the
mysterious voice belonged to his
b r o t h e r.
But if that is true, why all the vague
remarks; what’s so strange and
spiritual about your brother advising
you to make your return to
international football (my brother is
constantly ringing me up in the early
hours urging me to return his money).
Unless ... Zidane’s brother was hiding
in the bedroom wardrobe and affecting
a Darth Vader accent.
Before you scotch this theory,
remember Zidane doesn’t specifically
say there was a phone call — just a
mysterious voice — and perhaps this
is something that he wouldn’t tell his
wife; it is a little crazy after all, and his
frére probably is somebody we will
never meet, in a wardrobe or
otherwise.
Whatever the truth, the mystery has
thickened like cheese in a bowl of
French onion soup.
Let us leave it congeal there and think
instead of what options Brian Kerr
now has open to him.
Mr Kerr, it’s time to call on our Three
Amigos: Jason McAteer, Gary Kelly
and Phil Babb.
Who was it that scored the vital goal
against the Dutch to send us into the
last World Cup? Jason McAteer.
Who was it that Jack Charlton said
was quicker than something very
quick in a cringeworthy TV
advertisement circa 1994? Gary Kelly.
Who provided a truly unforgettable
moment for all football men when
performing a last-ditch slide-tackle that
saw him career crotch-first into the
post when he was playing with
Liverpool? Phil Babb.
If these are not the men that we
should call on in our hour of need,
then I don’t know who are.
YOU DECIDE: Should Irish football
boss Brian Kerr ask Messrs McAteer,
Kelly and Babb back for the remaining
qualifiers.
Or should this space in the paper be
filled next week by pictures of people
at the beach.
Call us now!

ROBERT O’SHEA
on why Brian Kerr

should call up the
‘Irish Three’ for

our remaining
q u a l i f i e rs

The good, the
Babb and the ugly


