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WHILE Cork nestles in its position of
European Capital of Cultural this year,
Luxembourg has been at the political
heart of the Union for the first six
months of 2005 — it holds the EU
p r e s i d e n c y.

Luxembourg is sort of like the
Leitrim of Europe, without the IRA
presence. It is small, pretty insignific-
ant and small. Most of us, if we have
any thoughts on Luxembourg, will
probably only remember them as the
team that held us to an embarrassing
0-0 draw in our qualifying campaign for
the European Championships in 1996.
No, wait, that was Liechtenstein. We
last played Luxembourg on the road to
Euro ’88 when down the wing used to
tear Tony Galvin, the Damien Duff of
the Charlton era, at half the speed.

But what about the culture itself in
this small country located somewhere
in Europe? I decided to find out.

Normally when I do research, it in-
volves typing a word, say ‘Luxem-
bourg’, into Google and waiting for the
results.

This time I wanted to be a bit more
thorough in my research, so I also
checked the Yahoo! search engine.

And more again, I decided to talk to
actual people. From Luxembourg.

The Luxembourg Embassy for Ire-
land is located in London unfortu-
nately, as they don’t have a separate
embassy for us here. The people there
were helpful and I was put in touch
with a man in Luxembourg who con-
nected me to a diplomat from the Min-
istry of Culture. This diplomat told me
to email him questions, which I did, but
he still hasn’t answered.

The Irish Embassy in Luxembourg
was much more prompt in its unhelp-
fulness and never replied to me at all.

So, it was back to Google. Now we
all know that the internet is not the
best source for the truth — it counter-
balances this by being the best source
for pictures of naked people — so
some of the following facts about Lux-
embourg may or may not be true. But
anything that adds to our knowledge of
this sadly neglected, often overlooked
country, located between Belgium and
Holland or France or Germany, is
surely a boon.

In a search that took 0.09 seconds, I
was directed to 27,600,000 website
pages. Here is what I found out:
● Capital: Luxembourg city.
● Population: Small.
● Size: Four square hectares and
three triangular ones. Cannot fit own
name onto itself on maps of Europe.
● Language: Luxenburgusch. But res-
idents also speak French, German,
English and jive.
● Currency: American Express and
the euro. Luxembourgers are so rich
that they are twice as wealthy as an
average Luxembourger.
● Religion: Yes. Saint Willibrord is
their only saint and the pilgrimage to
his shrine is the only dancing proces-
sion in the world. What is a dancing
procession? I have no idea.

● Prime Minister: Evel Knievel
● Terrain: Mountainous. From its
highest peak on a clear day, you can
see into three other countries. You
cannot see Luxembourg though.
● Climate: Temperate, air-condi-
tioned.
● Military stance: Aggressive for a
while there, but nobody noticed. Now
neutral.
● Average Eurovision points they give
us: Five
● What to do if you find yourself in
Luxembourg: One EU official said of
visiting: “It was the worst experience in
my life. You go to the cinema on a
Sunday night and find nobody else
there. Don’t believe anybody who
doesn’t tell you that it’s a dreadful
place.” Personally, I like having a
cinema to myself.
● Don’t mention: The Battle of the
Bulge. Luxembourgers are probably
the fattest people in Europe. Due to its
small population, Luxembourg tops
most every EU poll.
● Famous Luxembourgers: A lot of
people say there are no famous Bel-
gians. This is not true. They had Eddie
Merckx, Rubens and the bloke who
wrote TinTin. Luxembourg actually has
no famous people. The closest they
come is Karl Marx was born eight
miles from the border.
● Flag: A flag that is very like the
Dutch flag, but is not the Dutch flag.
While it does not have a navy (no
coast), Luxembourg does have a
sea-going flag, for some reason. The
country has a proud flag history in fact.
Flag day in the US became estab-
lished through a person whose father
came from Luxembourg.
1777, June 14: US Congress defined
the layout of the US flag.
1831: Nicholas Cigrand born in Lux-
embourg.
1852: Nicholas arrives in America.
1866, October 1: Bernard J. Cigrand
born in Waubeka 1885, June 14: First
recognised observance of US flag’s
b i r t h d a y.
1916, June 14: President Woodrow
Wilson proclaimed the national ob-
servance of flag day.
1932: Bernard J. Cigrand sets fire to
US flag.

OK, I made that last bit up. But you
get my drift; nobody from Luxembourg
really seems to have done anything
much really and nothing really hap-
pens there.
● Motto: “We want to stay as we are.”
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CARD: Mary Crilly,
director, Sexual
Violence Centre,
Cork and Labour
Party leader Pat
Rabbitte display one
of the first Postcard
Art entries (by a
famous Cork artist)
received for the In-
ternational Women’s
Day fundraiser for
the Sexual Violence
C e n t re .

Welcome to the
Leitrim of Europe

Women’s Day to hold novel fund-raiser

people really only see a small bit of
the problem.”

The centre has a free-phone
number, 1800 496496 and at any given
time, a staff of up to six will man
their office in Cork city.

Once a client makes a call they are
usually seen by a fully trained coun-
sellor within 24 hours and most
people are seen once a week for a
year. This service is free.

The centre is based on Camden
Place opposite Patrick Street, while
the original ‘Rape Crisis Centre’
was based on MacCurtain Street for
15 years until 1997.

Mary points around at their im-
pressive new location:

“We saw this derelict building and
it was in a bad state. The roof was
caving in and the walls were crum-
bl i n g .

“Our budget at the time was only
€30,000 and when we took it on, I
often sat here and cried and asked
myself, ‘Am I able for all of this?’

“In the end, I had it clear in my
head that this could be a place that
would give people some dignity and
that was the decision made.”

A myriad of complicated
paper-work later and the SVC can
call 5, Camden Place their own
home and Mary’s painstaking task
of writing to every doctor and soli-
citor throughout the county for con-

tributions has paid off hand-
somely.

“I’d really like people to come in
and see the building to raise aware-
ness of what we’re doing,” she
s a y s.

“There’s an illusion that this
place would be dark and dingy be-
cause of the issues we deal with. It’s
not.

“Call in on International Women’s
Day and have a look at the amazing
display of postcards we have for
s a l e.

“Some of the postcards that will be
on sale are stunning and the beauty
of it all is that they are all originals,”
she added.

Inter national
Women’s Day:
A brief history
I N T E R N AT I O N A L
Women’s Day has its ori-
gins in the trade union or-
ganisations of North Amer-
ica in the 1800s and early
1900s, due to the terrible
working conditions in the
sweatshops and the cloth-
ing industry.

In 1907, women held a
hunger march in New York
protesting against the dan-
gerous working conditions
and low wages.

On March 8, 1908, a
landmark march was held
in New York city to com-
memorate the struggle of
these women.

In 1910, March 8 was
chosen as International
Women’s Day by the Rus-

sian Congress of Socialist
Women. In 1917, the
women textile workers at
Petrograd in Russia began
their protest against work-
ing conditions on Interna-
tional Women’s Day — this
action led to the general
strike which precipitated
the October Revolution.

In 1971, 5,000 women
demonstrated in London
demanding equal pay and
equal opportunities. In Ire-
land March 8 was first pub-
licly celebrated as Interna-
tional Women’s Day in
1976.

In 1977 the UN General
Assembly formally recog-
nised March 8 as Interna-
tional Women’s Day.

W H AT ’ S ON?
CHECK out some of these events happening on
Tuesday, March 8:

City Hall: A civic reception to celebrate International
Women’s Day will be held at the Council Chamber,
City Hall, Cork, at 7.30pm.

Tigh Fili Arts Centre: A seminar on women’s health
and new technologies will take place on Tuesday
from 10am-12pm.
Bradshaw Books will celebrate 20 years with the
launch of five contemporary women’s poets. The
event will start at 8pm with a reading from Bradsahw
Books first publication ����������������������
For further information on any of these events
contact: Leslie Ryan on (021) 4509274.

Postcard Art Sale: The Cork Sexual Violence
Centre will host a postcard art sale at 5 Camden
Place from 12.30-3.00pm. For more information
contact Mary Crilly. (021) 4505736.

CIT: CIT are hosting a seminar by Sara Cantillon, of
the foremost authorities on gender issues and
equality in Ireland. The talk will take place on
Tuesday, March 8, at CIT, from 3-5pm in the large
Exam Hall, upstairs on D block. Contact: Tom
O’Connor on (086) 0526216.
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