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experience going into the next election

THERE were two main dis-
cussion points, or more
precisely, verbal assaults,
launched by the locals if
you were a Kerryman in
Dublin this weekend just
gone.

“A Kerry-Dublin final,
wha?” was the first, sug-
gesting that this pairing is
an inevitability. To be fol-
lowed on every occasion
by: “So, ye’ve got a new
Bombe r.”

The first was answered
diplomatically because of
the presence of Cork
people within feet on every
occasion.

The second was more
problematic.

To suggest that the re-
cently installed full-forward
on the Kerry gaelic football
team, Kieran Donaghy, can
be mentioned in the same
breath as one of the
greatest icons of the game
is pushing it a bit. It would
be like comparing Cathal
Naughton to Jimmy
Barry-Murphy this morning.

It would be nice to be
able to say that us Kerry
people are able to shrug
this off. But, and I know this
may be hard to believe in
the weeks to come with the
justified hysteria that will
precede the three-in-a-row
attempt, Kingdom-dwellers
are even more demented
about football than Cork
people are about hurling.

Whereas Rebel fans are
confident their side will se-
cure their place in history,
the Kerry psyche will not
countenance glory until
they are at the very least
four points up going into in-
jury time on All-Ireland final
da y.

This is why I am guess-
ing the Donaghy household
will have binned all their
shaving foam canisters this
morning.

The need for comparing
one person to another has
always puzzled me.

There seems to be a de-
fault setting in the human
make-up to make connec-
tions between mutually ex-
clusive individuals.

It begins almost immedi-
ately after you are born.

While the midwife
doesn’t hand the father his
little bundle of joy and an-
nounce: “He’s the new
you!” they usually say
something along the lines
of: “He’s got your nose.”

Or, if the baby emerges
with curly black hair and a
well-clipped beard: “Awww!
He looks just like Eoin Lis-
ton.”

After many years of ob-
servation, I think I can
safely say without being
contradicted by sane
people (i.e. the male relat-
ives of an infant), that the
only person any newborn
baby looks like, is another
newborn baby.

Some 20 years later,
when we have emerged
from puberty and the scars
of acne, we have the face
in the mirror that we have
to negotiate life with. And
one day, somebody will
come up to you, and tell
you that you resemble a
celeb r i t y.

No one has ever been
trained to know how to re-
act to this accusation.

The only ever response I
have seen or delivered my-
self has been a forced
smile and an “OK.”

You can judge for your-
self from the picture above,
but I have been told by
various people that I look
like: Christian Cullen, Ant,
from Ant and Dec, Mike
Skinner (lead singer for
The Streets) and, within an
hour on the same day in
Korea, Michael Owen and
Mr Bean.

Even when there is no
facial similarity, people will
still attempt to connect you
with famous people.

What other reason is
there for the printing in
newspapers and daily an-
nouncements on radio of
celebrity birthdays.

I cannot remember the
last anniversary that I got
through without someone
listing out to me the people
I am “linked” with. And it’s
always an odd bunch like,
in my case, Eric Cantona,
former British Olympic
breaststroke gold medallist
Adrian Moorhouse, Bob
Dylan and Priscilla Presley.

Isn’t it about time we
grew up and stopped lump-
ing extra pressure on bud-
ding sports stars, stopped
thinking there is a virtue in
knowing what celebrities
share our birth date, and
stopped telling me I look
like the less attractive part
in a British comedy duo?

I think it is. Also, Happy
birthday to David Duch-
o v n y.

Fine Gael’s Jim O’Keeffe, who is 65.

TDs over 50
in south west
constituency

CORK SOUTH WEST

AVERAGE age: 59 and
eight months.
● Denis O’Donovan,
Fianna Fáil, born 1955,
aged 51.
● Joe Walsh, Fianna Fáil,
born 1943, aged 63.
● Jim O’Keeffe, Fine Gael,
born 1941, aged 65.

The three TDs in Cork
South West have the
second oldest average age
of the TDs in any Cork con-
s t i t u enc y.

Fianna Fáil TD Denis
O’Donovan may be young-
er than the average across
the county but his youth is
cancelled out by
long-serving TDs Joe
Walsh (Fianna Fáil) and Jim

O’Keeffe (Fine Gael).
Deputy Walsh may be
resigning at the next elec-
tion but Deputy O’Keeffe is
staying put — and the man
tipped not just to be his run-
ning mate but to retake a
seat, is 73-year-old Cllr
Paddy Sheehan.

If he retakes the seat he
lost in 2002, he could be
well-placed to be the oldest
TD in the country.

He insists that age is no
barrier, and has cheerfully
pointed out that Chinese
leaders serve well into their
old age.

“Everyone knows that
Chinese leaders don’t excel
until they are well into their
90s — so I have another 20
years to go,” he said.

Fine Gael’s David Stanton is much younger than his fellow Cork East TDs.

Stanton’s the ‘young one’
CORK EAST:

AVERAGE age: 60 and three months.
● Ned O’Keeffe, Fianna Fáil. Born 1942.
Aged 64.
● Michael Ahern, Fianna Fáil. Born 1949.
Aged 57.
● David Stanton, Fine Gael. Born 1957.
Aged 49.
● Joe Sherlock, Labour. Born 1935. Aged
71.

The TDs here have the highest average

age compared to the other four Cork TDs.
In one of the most predictable constituen-
cies in the country, clearly they like to play
it safe and choose public representatives
with age, wisdom and experience.

Fine Gael TD David Stanton made a sur-
prise break-though here in 1997 but is still
only a young fella compared to his three
fellow Cork East TDs.

Labour TD Joe Sherlock has the distinc-
tion of being the oldest TD in Cork, and he
steps aside at the end of this Dáil.The youth rule in

Cork South Central
CORK South Central has
the distinction of having
TDs with the lowest aver-
age age in Cork.

The five TDs here are
helped out by the fact that
Simon Coveney, born in
1972, is not just the young-
est TD in the county but
also one of the youngest in
the country.

The oldest TD here is

John Dennehy. At 66, he
might be just over retire-
ment age but he shows no
sign of slowing down and is
as energetic as any of his
slightly younger counter-
parts.

Dan Boyle, at 44, has
shown his own youthful ex-
uberance lately by being an
enthusiastic participant in
Glevmx} ]sy7vi E Wxev.

A blend of all ages
CORK NORTH WEST:

AVERAGE age: 52 and
eight months.
● Michael Moynihan,
Fianna Fáil, born 1968,
aged 38.
● Donal Moynihan, born
1941, aged 65.
● Gerard Murphy, born
1951, aged 55.

One of the youngest TDs
in the county, Fianna Fáil’s
Michael Moynihan, resides
here. He’s got plenty in

common with Cork North
Central TD Billy Kelleher.

Both are Fianna Fáil TDs,
both were born in 1968, and
both recently married.

TDs here will need every
ounce of their youthful
vigour — with Cork South
Central TD Batt O’Keeffe
joining the fray, it’s going to
be one of the most energet-
ic campaigns ever seen.

It remains to be seen if
experience or youth can win
the toughest battle in Cork.

Noel O’Flynn is average
age in Cork North Central
CORK NORTH CENTRAL:

AVERAGE age: 54.
● Noel O’Flynn, Fianna
Fáil, born December 1951,
aged 54.
● Kathleen Lynch, Labour,
born June 1953, aged 53.
● Bernard Allen, Fine
Gael, born September
1944, aged 61.

● Billy Kelleher, Fianna
Fáil, born 1968, aged 38.
● Danny Wallace, Fianna
Fáil, born 1942, aged 64.

It’s the first time you
could describe Fianna Fáil
TD Noel O’Flynn as Mr Av-
erage — but he hits the av-
erage age of TDs in Cork
North Central, 54, on the
button.

His party colleague,
38-year-old Billy Kelleher, is
among the youngest TDs in
Cork. He’s done a lot of
growing up in the last year
though — he’s gotten mar-
ried and become a father.
He’s shown that he hasn’t
lost his youthful side re-
cently, by performing in
Glevmx} ]sy7vi E Wxev2

Fianna Fáil’s Noel
O’Flynn is 54.

Labour’s Kathleen Lynch
is 53.

Fine Gael’s Bernard
Allen is 61.

I’ve got lots
in common
with Cantona


