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ECHONEWS

LOVE. Your eyes meet across a
crowded room. It’s as if everybody
else in the room has disappeared,
leaving the two of you beaming inanely
at each other. Perhaps everybody has
left the room; there’s a fistfight out
back or something.

Love. Fireworks go off in your head.
The world has gone all fuzzy and you
see fantastic colours swirling through
the air. Your legs are shaking and
there is a strange tingling sensation in
your face ... wait, wait. I’ve described
concussion induced by a smack of a
football in the face again, haven’t I?
I’m always getting that and love mixed
up.

Really, I have nothing against
Valentine’s Day. Some complain that
it’s a Hallmark holiday that only exists
to squeeze wallets that little bit more.

Well, sure it is. That’s why I like it.
As a singleton, I can console myself
that I don’t have to buy into the scam.

It’s only a slight consolation though.
Three hundred and sixty-four days of
the year us sad, lonely people can cel-
ebrate the freedom of living outside
the confines of a long-term relation-
ship. Then, come Valentine’s Day, we
are pitied, and questioned.

At the supermarket counter, the
cashier gives us that “cooking for one”
look when she beeps the frozen pizza.
You must send back a “yes, but wash-
ing up for one, too” glare.

And you never hear about any
prizes this time of the year for an ‘ex-
clusive, all-expenses paid weekend for
one in Venice’.

Last year, to chase away the blues, I
agreed to go on a blind date on
February 14.

Don’t know what went wrong, really.
I brought the lady in question to my fa-
vourite restaurant. I ordered for both of
us. I paid for the meal. I even carried
her tray to the table and fetched the
straws and napkins.

Then, after dinner she said that she
never wanted to see me again. She
took out her contact lenses and left.

Of course I’m lonely and bitter, but it
could be a lot worse, I guess.

The seminal study on the sex life of
the praying mantis was done by L.O.
Howard in the American magazine
������� in 1886.

He begins by describing what
happened when he brought the male
(Mantis carolina) into contact with the
female.

“[Once placed] in the same jar, the
male, in alarm, endeavoured to es-
cape. In a few minutes the female suc-
ceeded in grasping him. She first bit
into his left front tarsus…”

His left eye is next to go and then
“…the male seemed to realise his
proximity to one of the opposite sex
and endeavours to mate.”

It isn’t until after his decapitation that
the female opened her valvules and let
the poor bugger do what he was
brought onto the earth to do “...and
union took place.”

The next morning all that remains of
her spouse are his wings. Although the
female may be fully fed at the time of

copulation, it is only ever by accident
that the male escapes alive.

Further studies, by one K.D. Roeder
in 1935, discovered that the actual re-
moval of the head helps the male
mantis to copulate. In fact, once the
head has been removed, he will copu-
late with almost anything.

“Any round object is immediately
grasped by the forelegs, while the oth-
er legs steady the body, and violent at-
tempts are made to copulate with the
object” (usually Prof. Roeder’s finger).

And for any of you out there still
feeling low about being lonely on this
great day, I leave you with my favour-
ite, but possibly apocryphal,
Valentine’s story:

A young man goes shopping with
his girlfriend’s sister. He purchases an
expensive pair of gloves for his sweet-
heart for Valentine’s Day, while the sis-
ter buys herself a pair of knickers. The
young man has to go on a business
trip on the day itself, so he leaves a
note with the gift.

The knickers and the gloves,
however, have somehow been mixed
up and the sweetheart is slightly
shocked
when she
opens her
present.

She then
reads the
note:

‘Darling,
I hope you

like your gift.
‘I chose

these be-
cause I no-
ticed that
you’re not in
the habit of
wearing any
when we go
out in the
evening. If it
had not been for your sister I would
have chosen the long ones with the
buttons, but she wears the short ones,
which are easier to remove.

‘These are a delicate shade, but the
lady I bought them off showed me the
pair she had been wearing for the past
three weeks and they were hardly dirty
at all. I had her try yours on for me and
she looked really smart.

‘I wish I were there to put them on
you for the first time, as no doubt other
hands will come in contact with them
before I have the chance to see you
again. I really hope you like them. Your
sister assured me that in the long
winter months ahead you would not be
able to take your hands out of them.

‘The lady in the shop suggested that
you blow in them before putting them
away as they will naturally be a little
damp from wearing.

‘O, just think how many times I will
kiss them in the coming years.
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Love? Try explaining that to the praying
mantis, says ROBERT O’SHEA

��Some
complain
that it’s a
Hallmark
holiday that
only exists to
squeeze
wallets that
little bit
mor e.

story so far

NOVEMBER
2001: Indaver
lodge a plan-
ning application
for a toxic waste incinerator in
R i n g a s k i d d y.
APRIL 2003: Indaver lodge waste li-
cence application with Environment-
al Protection Agency (2003)
MAY 2003: Planning permission re-
fused as Cork County Councillors
vote against Material Contravention
of the County Development Plan.
JUNE 2003: Indaver lodge appeal

to An Bord Pleanála.
SEPTEMBER 2003: An Bord
Pleanála’s oral hearing held.
JANUARY 2004: An Bord Pleanála
grant planning permission.
MARCH 2004: Eleven individuals
and the Ringaskiddy Residents’ As-
sociation apply to the High Court
seeking a Judicial Review of An
Bord Pleanála’s decision to grant

planning permis-
sion.
OCTOBER 2004:
EPA grants draft

waste licence to Indaver Ireland.
JANUARY 2005: High Court grants
leave for Judicial Review to take
place. The judge notes there are
‘substantial grounds’ for the legal
action to proceed.
FEBRUARY 2005: EPA oral hearing
commences.
MID-2005: Decision on waste li-
cence expected.

Health fears
are centre of
Indaver issue
CONCERNS about the
health hazards of the pro-
posed incinerator for Cork
harbour will form a major
plank in the arguments of
anti-incinerator campaigners
at today’s oral hearing.

A total of 14 objections
have been lodged against
the decision of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency
(EPA) to grant a draft waste
licence to Indaver Ireland to
operate the country’s first
national waste incinerator in
R i n g a s k i d d y.

A 15th submission has
been lodged by the applic-
ant, seeking clarification on
a number of operational
issues of the facility.

Concerns governing the
location of the site, the
volume of waste it will be
processing and the issue of
flooding will also be raised
by environmental groups
and objectors.

Chief among these object-
ors is environmental group
CHASE, (Cork Harbour Alli-
ance for a Safe Environ-
ment), who has led a
high-profile campaign op-
posing the facility since its
original application in 2001.

While welcoming the op-
portunity to air their views,
CHASE chairperson Mary
O’Leary admitted she had
little faith in the State
a g e n c y.

“The EPA has only ever
refused the granting of a
waste licence following an
oral hearing on one other
occasion — so the chances
of Indaver getting their li-
cence are fairly high,” she
said.

“The agency is supposed
to be an arm of the Govern-
ment, but we have to ques-
tion its independence as an
environmental body. The
EPA decision shows all the

signs of a done deal.
“However, the hearing will

give us the chance to voice
our concerns about the
impact of the incinerator on
the health of residents and
the risks to public safety —
something which has never
been openly addressed
before.

“Two people have been
killed recently as a result of
explosions from toxic waste
incinerators in America and
Argentina — what’s to say
that won’t happen here?

“People in Cork are being
used as guinea pigs — if the
licence is granted it shows
utter contempt for the com-
m u n i t y. ”

Other groups attending
the hearing, which may last
up to two weeks, include the
Ringaskiddy Residents’ As-
sociation.

The association, along
with 11 harbour residents,
are currently awaiting a
court date to proceed with a
judicial review against the
State and An Bord Pleanála
(ABP) following their de-
cision to grant permission
for the incinerator.

Group secretary Audrey
Hogan, said they had ‘grave
concerns’ about the health
and safety of the 700 stu-
dents in the National Mari-
time College, who are based
on a site close to the pro-
posed Ringaskiddy facility.

She too remains cynical
about the outcome of the
hearing, but reiterated the
strength of their group and
harbour residents in their
campaign.

“We’re still as strong as
ever and are confident of a
positive outcome in the High
Court,” she said.

By SEANIN GRAHAM
seanin.graham@eecho.ie

PROTEST: Plex Swings protesting outside Neptune
Stadium, in September 2003, where the Oral Hearing
into the Indaver Ireland Incinerator Plant in
Ringaskiddy was being heard by An Bórd Pleanála.
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A diary of events

Minister joins
flooding debate
FORMER Health Minis-
ter, Micheál Martin, has
written to the Environ-
mental Protection
Agency ahead of
today’s oral hearing,
outlining concerns
about the impact of
flooding on the inciner-
ator site.

The Minister raised
the issue in the wake of
last October’s torrential
floods, when the water
levels in Cork harbour
rose above the levels
given by Indaver in its
application.

While he will not

attend the EPA hearing,
Minister Martin con-
ceded that the proposed
site for the State’s first
e93 million incinerator
was “inappropriate.”

He singled out its
close proximity to the
State’s naval base and
maritime college at
Haulbowline as one of
concern.

However, he insisted
that he supported Gov-
ernment policy which
clearly states incinera-
tion is part of the overall
waste management
s t r a t e g y.


