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Reynor seems a good Solo bet
YOU know those old black-and-white
movies where there is a periphery
down-and-out character and he sees
something extraordinary that is con-
nected to the main plot, say an es-
caped circus elephant walking down
the street or a driverless car like

?
His eyebrows rise, he gapes

slack-jawed and the bottle concealed
in a brown-paper bag (brown, even
though I am only guessing for the
B&W movies) slips through his fingers
and crashes to the ground.
Then after much hi-jinks in the main

plot, perhaps 45 minutes later on in
the movie, we see the man emerging
from a church or some sort of religious
institution having embraced temper-
ance and wearing a shiny new suit.
Then he sees the elephant/Herbie

going by again and he marches into
the nearest bar.
This is sort of like my betting career.

Things I think almost impossible to oc-
cur crush my docket dreams and I
swear off betting forever.
Then something incredible that I

have said will happen, happens (curi-
ously, with none of my money riding
on it) and I promise myself to trust my
own eyes next time.
There is at least a film festival to get

my mind off my gambling troubles this
week.

For one week, cinemas in Cork will
offer up a feast of international cinema
before the multiplexes return to a diet
of threequels, thing you need to wear
3-D glasses to enjoy and explosions.
Now I’m not saying I disagree with a

well-timed explosion. A late colleague
here in the paper once said he didn’t
enjoy a movie if at some point you
didn’t have Bruce Willis coming
through a window, and it was hard to
argue with such a critique.
All Hollywood movies have a test

audience where a select group, sup-
posedly representative of American
society, give their responses to films.
And from their reaction, the producers
insist the director makes changes,
drastically altering the ending of many
films to suit certain “right-thinking
people’s” tastes ( is a prime
example).
And nearly all of them end up crap,

hence the phrase “Hollywood ending”.
I am a fan of World Cinema. I know

this can sound pretentious, but I just
prefer films that end terribly for the

main characters and I don’t mind if I
have to read subtitles to get to see
these endings.
Like recently I watched an Italian

film that I can’t remember the name of
that finished with the main character
being slowly lowered into a truck of
wet cement.
My favourite film endings are de-

pressing, like that of

Although I generally like Western
movies, I can’t help thinking most of
them would be better if they ended
with John Wayne/Clint Eastwood be-
ing smothered by an Indian, who then
runs off into the distance.
Dances with Wolves could definitely

have benefited from this ending.
Anyway, for the day that’s in it, we’ll

give you some movie odds.
Jack Reynor, who stars in

this Thursday at the Gate and
led the cast in
looks like Harrison Ford to me and
after landing a part in Steven Spiel-
berg’s new movie, who’s to say he will
not take over the role of Han Solo now
Disney have bought the franchise
over.
William Hill go 6-4 on Ryan Reyn-

olds with the unlikely Sam Rockwell
9-4 and Ford himself 5-1.
Recommendation: Hills will give

you 100-1 or better on Reynor.

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Youghal continue to
set the pace in league
YOUGHAL CYMS A continue
to lead the way in division
one of the Cork Billiards and
Snooker Association (CBSA)
Garry McCarthy trophies
sponsored Cork Snooker
League, following a 3-1 win
at home in the Market House
over Douglas A last
Thursday.
However, it wasn’t all one way

traffic as the men from Douglas ac-
quitted themselves well in the pres-
sure cooker that is the home venue
for the seasiders.
It took a double win from the

Cooney’s, Brendan and his son
Christopher to see the Youghal side
over the line, following two excellent
performances from Youghal’s Ger
Kelly who had a 2-0 victory over
Douglas player Finbarr Wallace and
Tony Moore had a 2-0 win over
Youghal’s Derek Aherne.
Ken Smith of Douglas and

Youghal’s Aaron Tobin were tied at
one frame a piece on the final match-
ing, but Christopher Cooney saw off
Karl Busteed with 18 points left on
the table and trailing by 14 points,
the Youghal man dispatched the blue
and pink, before eventually winning
the match on the black following
some safety shots on the deciding
ball.
Brendan Cooney eventually won

out his deciding frame and the
match against Gerry O’Sullivan in
an exciting game, which now sees
Youghal CYMS hit seven straight
victories and top the league.
Meanwhile, the reigning champi-

ons the Crucible A continue to pile
on the pressure with a 3-0 victory
over last year’s runners-up The AOH
A at the Blarney Street club on Cork
city’s northside last Thursday even-
ing, with Greg Casey defeating
Shane O’Mahony in an exciting
match, between two of the finest cue
men in the County.
Casey, who is having a superb sea-

son locally and internationally and
with a trip to Bulgaria on the hori-
zon this month, looks like very com-

petitive for the Crucible.
Meanwhile, Casey’s teammates

are in great form too, with Jason
Waters, the Crucibles new signing

proving very difficult to beat and
that is not surprising considering
his background in the game on
Shannon-side.
If the Crucible were lacking any-

thing in the previous two years
Munster and All-Ireland snooker
club championships, Waters could
be the missing part of that jigsaw for
this year’s event.
Ryan Cronin also looks in fine

form again as the nationally rated
number one U21 snooker player and
recent Intermediate winner showed
some great control in his two frames
to nil win over the AOH’s Lloyd My-
ers. Again the AOH’s Gary Bracken
was on good form leading his match
against David Cassidy, while the

Crucibles Daniel O’Regan was ahead
in his match against Kevin O’Leary.
The matches between Youghal

CYMS A and the Crucible A on
November 29 and December 6 should
be fascinating just like last year,
when the match in Youghal was de-
cided on a black ball.
In the other division one match

Youghal CYMS B were too hot for
Blackpool’s Shooters A with a three
nil match win on the road for the
Youghal men, this side are going to
cause problems for sides again this
year and with Chris Lyons and
Kenny Wight firing well at the mo-
ment for the seasiders, this side de-
serves tremendous respect.
This Saturday at the Crucible

Snooker Club on Blarney Street, the
Cork U19 Snooker Championships
will be held and it should prove to be
a very exciting day’s snooker as the
young guns of ‘Rebel Snooker’ have
their chance to win a County title.
Youghal’s Aaron Tobin and Adam

Fitzgerald will be amongst the fa-
vourites, but there will be a strong
entry from players from the host
club. In next week’s Cork Snooker
we will have a full report on this
event as well as a look ahead to Bul-
garia and a chat with the two Cork
men on the Irish squad, Brendan
Cooney and Greg Casey.
Division two sides will be back in

action on November 15, so again this
week the focus again will be on the
Division one sides.
See corkbilliardsandsnooker.com

or contact Derek Kiely at
derekkiely@yahoo.ie for more.

By DEREK KIELY

SNOOKER The Douglas ‘A’
snooker team of
Gerry O’Sullivan,
Ken Smith, Karl
Busteed, Finbarr
Wallace and Tony
Moore.

Division 1 League Table
P W L Pts

Youghal CYMS (A) 7 7 0 17
Crucible A 5 5 0 12
AOH A 7 4 3 10
Douglas A 5 2 3 5
Youghal CYMS (B) 6 2 4 5
Shooters (A) 4 0 4 0
Fermoy CYMS 6 0 6 0

Division 2 League Table
P W L Pts

Crucible (B) 4 3 1 7
Youghal C 6 3 3 7
Douglas (B) 6 2 4 5
Shooters (B) 4 2 2 4
AOH (B) 4 2 2 4

FIXTURES
WEEK 9

Wednesday, November 14
Division One: Fermoy CYMS v
Douglas ‘A’, 8pm, Fermoy CYMS.

Thursday, November 15
Division One: Youghal CYMS ‘A’ v
Shooters ‘A’, the Market House,
8pm; Crucible ‘A’ v Youghal CYMS
‘B’, Blarney Street, 8pm.
Division 2: Douglas ‘B’ v The AOH
‘B’, Douglas, 8pm; Shooters ‘B’ v
The Crucible ‘B’, Blackpool, 8pm.
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