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the canvas beat
Hanrahan
in form
for Irish
title bid
By JOHN WALSHE
Eagle Ac Road race

LEEVALE runner Mark Hanrahan showed
he is coming right into shape for what could
be a historic National Senior Cross-Country
for his Leevale club in three weeks time.

A new race distance of 8km for the
Tommy Ryan Memorial race promoted by
the Eagle club proved no obstacle for the
Douglas athlete as he led from start to fin-
ish to record a time of 24:39. This time is
superior to the previous course record of
24:59 for the slightly longer distance of five
miles, which incidentally was held by Han-
rahan’s coach, Martin McCarthy.

“I just wanted a blow-out before the Na-
tionals as I was unable to run the indoors at
Belfast this weekend,” said the winner.

“It was a bit windy out there and also I
wasn’t expecting the hills.”

With Mark Carroll returning for the
European Indoors in Birmingham the week
before the Nationals and the expected ap-
pearance of Fiachra Lombard and Martin
McCarthy, Hanrahan hopes that Leevale
win finally be able to field a team capable of
winning the one team title that has eluded
them for the past 40 years.

Over a minute in arrears of the winner,
the St Finbarr’s pair of Cathal O’Connell
and Derek O’Leary fought it out for second
place, with the verdict going to the
43-year-old O’Connell who recorded 26:36.

Unlike the men’s race, there was a close
contest for the women’s title between two of
the country’s top masters, Lucy Brennan
and Carmel Parnell. Brennan, winner over
10 miles at Mallow and Dungarvan in recent
weeks, held on for victory in a time of
29:21, giving her around 100 metres to
spare over Leevale athlete Parnell.

Sinead Ní Chonchúir from Crosshaven
followed up her ESB 5km victory last week
with another impressive performance to
take third in 31:43.

A record turnout of over 220 runners took
part, raising a total of €450 for the Car-
rigaline Meals-on-Wheels in conjunction.

RESULTS
1 M Hanrahan (Leevale) 24:39; 2 C O’Connell (St
Finbarrs, M40) 26:36; 3 D O’Leary (St Finbarrs)
26:42; 4 T Kelleher (Eagle) 28:01; 5 K O’Sullivan (St
Finbarrs) 28:11; 6 D Smith (Ballynonty) 28:26; 7 J
O’Driscoll (Skibbereen, MJ) 28:38; 8 T Shanahan
(Riocht, M45) 28:43; 9 F O’Leary (Eagle) 28:50; 10 B
O’Reilly (St Finbarrs) 28:55.
M40: 2 N O’Regan (Midleton) 28:58; 3 E Carroll (St
Finbarrs) 29:06; 4 J Desmond (Eagle) 30:03.
M45: 2 J Collins (Leevale) 29:19; 3 S Byczek (Lis-
goold) 30:01.
M50: 1 T Huff (Ballynonty) 29:51; 2 E McEvoy (St
Finbarrs) 31:25; 3 N Aherne (Midleton) 31:41.
M55: 1 D Cotter (Belgooly) 33:59; 2 P Gyves (Mal-
low) 34:00; 3 TJ Beatty (Loughrea) 34:21.
M60: 1 J O’Leary (Leevale) 37:04; 2 W O’Mahony
(Youghal) 37:53.
Women: 1 L Brennan (Sligo, F45) 29:21; 2 C Par-
nell (Leevale, F50) 29:39; 3 S Ni Chonchuir
(Crosshaven, F35) 31:43; 4 AM Holland (Cork)
32:07; 5 A Donnelly (St Finbarrs, F45) 32:18; 6 F
Kirwan (Eagle, F40) 33:28; 7 A Riordan (Phoenix,
F35) 34:01; 8 B Liston (Eagle) 34:08; 9 K Saunders
(Cork) 34:25; 10 S Murphy (Eagle) 34:52.
F35: 3 S Dowling (Cork) 34:59.
F40: 2 T Murphy (Sportsworld) 36:04; 3 F Shana-
han (Carberry Hrs) 36:09.
F45: 1 A Murphy (Kerry Pike) 36:37; 2 R Kelly (Car-
rigaline) 37:23.
F50: 1 M Lyons (St Finbarrs) 42:19.

FIGHT NIGHT
RESULTS

James Gorman (Belfast) bt
Chris Long (Gloucester)
stopped on medical advice after
the third round; Stephen
Haughian (Lurgan) bt Dwayne
Hill (Sheffield) retired in
second round; Paul McCloskey
(Dungiven) bt Chill John
(Brighton) 58-55; Pa Walsh
(Shanagarry) bt Tibor Rafael
(Komarno) TKO in second
round; Neil Sinclair (Belfast) bt
Arek Malek (Jaworzno) RSC in
fourth round; Billy Walsh
(Shanagarry) bt Miroslav Ku-
bik (Bratislava) TKO in third.

European champion Bernard Dunne salutes
the Cork crowd. Picture: Larry Cummins

“He was very negative and I spent most of
my time trying to cut off the ring. When the ref
stopped it I was just beginning to find my
range.”

After an unsuccessful stint in the States and
two recent defeats, Sinclair was close to pack-
ing it in. This win sets up a contest with
Franny Jones at The Point on March 25, but a
shot a European or World title is what he wants
as he is now 33 and says this is his last throw of
the dice.

“I have won the Lonsdale Belt and another
British title doesn’t interest me,” he said. “But
I have not had the run of luck in the past couple
of years. I want that to change now.”

The Cork crowd were not shy in getting be-
hind the lads from Ulster on show.

And in the first two contests of the night
there were impressive performances from two
other fighters from north of the border in
eight-round light-welterweight contests.

James Gorman (6-10-1) from Belfast only
needed three of the scheduled eight to depose of
the Englishman Chris Long. Long had the word

“Longer” tattooed on his back but he was made
to look more like a langer in the first round as
he was time and again caught by the combina-
tions of Gorman.

The shouts from the Belfastman’s corner
were ‘two to the body, two to the head’ and he
wasn’t reluctant to follow their advice. The
evidence of its effectiveness appeared a minute
into the second round when Long surfaced
after one of these combinations with a bloodied
no s e.

Gorman’s short jabs and hooks paid off hand-
somely again in the third and soon Long’s ey-
brow was beginning to swell. He spent two and
a half minutes of the round on the ropes and it
was little surprise that he didn’t come out for
the fourth on medical advice.

If anything, Stephen Haughian (8-0) was even
more impressive in his fight with Dwayne Hill,
two fighters with seven contests under their
belt; Haughian unbeaten and Hill losing once.
The Lurgan man wasn’t overly dominant in the
first two minutes but for the last he caught his
Sheffield opponent with some spectacular

shots. Hill was not made of steel and it looked
like the song he entered to, U2’s One, might sig-
nify which round he would be beaten in such
was the ferocious nature of some of the straight
and overhead rights delivered by Haughian.

He made it to round two but his corner threw
in the towel with 30 seconds left after another
pounding.

Another light-welterweight, Paul McCloskey
(10-0) from Dungiven, a three-time amateur na-
tional champion, showed that he is a thor-
oughly confident boxer against Chill John from
Brighton.

Chill lived up to his name in the opening
round as his counter-attacking style failed to
take into account that their also has to be some
attacking and he was never enticed by the low
guard of the Ulsterman. For most of the fight,
John, from the home town of Chris Eubank,
and southpaw McCloskey seemed in a contest
to see who could hold their leading hand the
lower. This is the stance favoured by Floyd
Mayweather, but neither of these is Mayweath-
er, the best pound-for-pound boxer in the
w o rld.

McCloskey was comfortably ahead in round
three but suffered a gash over the left eye,
which came from the leaning head of John.

McCloskey’s confidence was edging on cocki-
ness and he got his comeuppance in the fourth
after being caught with a close-range right
from John while off balance. He went down for
the first time in his amateur or professional ca-
reer. His legs were unsteady for a moment but
he did well to compose himself and was on top
for the rest of the round.

McCloskey needed to come back after a 10-8
round as his lead was down to one.

He had the best possible start as he wobbled
John with a beauty of a left hook after 30
seconds. He dominated the round trapping his
opponent in the corner for the final minute of
the round.

McCloskey could have closed the deal sens-
ibly in the final round but he chose to showboat
instead (although he had hurt his left fist after
a fine hook), always dangerous, especially as
his opponent had already put him down. Never-
theless, he took the contest 58-55 on the score-
ca rd.

There was a positve vibe for the night’s en-
tertainment from the crowd afterwards, which
included celebrities like Michael Flatley and
Seán Óg Ó hAilpín and local boxing legends
such as Kieran and Gordon Joyce, Paul
Buttimer, Michael Roche, Tommy Hyde and
European title holder Bernard Dunne.

The good news for fight fans is that promoter
Gary Hyde hopes to stage three more pro
events in the city this year — the next in June
— after the success of Saturday night.

Slovakia’s Miroslav Kubik has been hit by another body blow from Billy Walsh. Picture: Larry
Cummins


