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BETTING

LAST WEEK

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

Murphy’s Rebels
favourites to winODDS-COMPILERS foresee a

winning Allianz NHL Divi-
sion 1A start to Jimmy
Barry-Murphy’s second stint
in charge of Cork as Water-
ford travel to Páirc Uí Rinn
tomorrow evening.

The Rebels, 9-1 with bet365 to
claim the title, 8-1 generally, are ex-
pected to post two points on the
board against Michael Ryan’s Déise,
William Hill’s 1-2 as good as it gets
for punters that want to back a home
victory.
Alternatively, punters could latch

onto odds of 4-5 with Ladbrokes or
William Hill if they suspect Cork
will defeat Waterford by three points
or more, though the visitors’ sup-
porters may even more interested in
the 5-4 with the former firm which
gives Ryan’s men a two-point handi-
cap betting cushion.
The rest of the firms have pitched

their main handicap betting line at
three points, however, evens is on of-
fer with Paddy Power for those anti-
cipating a four-point win for the
hosts, while Waterford, 23-10 to win
the match according to bet365, are
available at 21-20 in receipt of a
three-point buffer, those odds on of-
fer at BLUESQ and 888sport.com.
In the half-time/full-time markets

Cork are 10-11 generally to be ahead
at the interval and win, Ladbrokes’
quote of 9-2 the lengthiest around for
the Rebels to win from behind at
half-time.
Waterford to win despite trailing

at the break is a 6-1 shot; the game to
be level at half-time and Cork to win
can be punted on at Ladbrokes’ 14-1;
while Cork to be in front at the short
whistle but end up drawing the
match is considered a 22-1 chance,
again with The Magic Sign.
Though Cork should win the

match the markets accurately reflect
this and it might pay to wait until
the following day’s action to have a
bet on the opening round of the sec-
ondary competition.
The ante-post favourites, 7-4 to lift

the trophy, Kilkenny rate a thump-
ing bet at evens to begin their cam-
paign with a two-point victory or
better against Tipp at Nowlan Park
on Sunday.
No greater than Paddy Power’s

and Ladbrokes’ 8-11 to win the
match, the Cats, and particularly

bainisteoir Brian Cody, set out a
clear and emphatic signal in the
Walsh Cup final against Galway that
they mean business from the get-go
this term and though there has been
little between them and the Premier
County in recent years, Kilkenny
seem hell-bent on reclaiming the
league title this year.
Tipp, 13-8 with Boylesports to win

tomorrow, do not appeal either at
odds of 2-1 to claim their first league
title since 2008 as Lar Corbett’s de-
cision to opt out of the panel could
potentially be masking underlying
issues within the camp.
Kilkenny have had to deal with re-

tirements themselves, however, los-
ing last year’s league final so em-
phatically to Dublin has given them
an early-season focus for this term
and so expect a polished perform-

ance to get the ball rolling.
Recommendations Kilkenny -1 (v

Tipp). 2pts evens Ladbrokes;
Kilkenny to win Allianz NHL Divi-

sion 1A. 3pts 7-4 generally.
ANTE-POST PORTFOLIO

THE current position of the
ante-post portfolio is extremely
strong as seven of the 11 long-term
investments still running are now
trading shorter than when taken
over the last number of months.
In relation to competitions that

are still in progress, 13 ante-post
bets were placed in total.
Two of those have unfortunately

fallen by the wayside, Manchester
City in the FA Cup outright market
as a saver bet behind Tottenham
Hotspur, now clear favourites for the
competition, and a broken leg sus-
tained by David Villa obviously

renders the top goalscorer bet in the
Uefa Champions League as redund-
ant.
However, of the 11 others seven se-

lections that were backed ante-post
could now be trade-out options if
punters so wish because the best
available odds attached to those se-
lections are still some way shorter
than when punted on.
For example, as illustrated below,

Avondale United, advised to lift the
FAI Intermediate Cup trophy
each-way at 6-1 with Paddy Power,
now are the 13-8 clear market lead-
ers.
In this instance trading out is

ill-advised at this point because
Avondale are in such an envious po-
sition. But the key to a successful
ante-post portfolio is that the option
is there in the first place at some

juncture in a competition you, as
punters, intend to invest in.
Of course, the flipside of the coin

is that four investments trade at
much lengthier odds currently,
however, generally the current state
of the ante-post portfolio is quite
healthy.
Acquiring value is crucial when

punting and throughout 2012 that
will remain the modus operandi for
this column in search of profit.

ALREADY ADVISED

FAI Intermediate Cup
Avondale United to win the FAI Umbro In-
termediate Cup: 1pt each-way 6-1 1/3 1, 2
Paddy Power (currently 13-8 Paddy Power).

English Premier League
Manchester United to win the Barclays
Premier League: 10pts 7-4 generally
(shortest 6-5 William Hill; longest 6-4 gener-
ally);
Wayne Rooney PFA Player of the Year:
4pts 10-1 Victor Chandler (shortest 8-1 Paddy
Power; longest 16-1 BETVICTOR, William
Hill);
Luis Nani: PFA Player of the Year 1pt 16-1
Paddy Power (shortest 33-1 Stan James;
longest 50-1 William Hill).

FA Cup
Tottenham Hotspur to win the FA Cup:
2.5pts each-way 1/2 1, 2 8-1 generally (shortest
12-5 generally; longest 5-2 generally);
Manchester City to win the FA Cup:
1.5pts 7-1 Victor Chandler (LOSER);
Stoke City to win the FA Cup: 0.25pt
each-way 1/2 1, 2 40-1 bet365, Stan James,
Coral (shortest 16-1 Ladbrokes, William Hill;
longest 20-1 generally).

Uefa Champions League
Barcelona: 10pts 2-1 totesport, BETFRED
(15-8 generally) (shortest 11-10 BETVICTOR,
188sport; longest 13-10 generally);
Bayern Munich: 2pts each-way 22-1 Coral
(20-1 generally) (shortest 6-1 bwin.com;
longest 8-1 generally);
Lionel Messi top goalscorer: 4pts 11-4 gen-
erally (shortest 4-9 Ladbrokes; longest 8-15
skyBET, sportingbet.com);
David Villa top goalscorer: 1pt 14-1 gener-
ally (LOSER);
Pedro top goalscorer: 0.5pt each-way 1/4 1,
2, 3, 4 33-1 generally (shortest 33-1 generally;
longest 40-1 Paddy Power).

GAA
Kildare to win Allianz NFL Division Two:
0.5pt 100-30 William Hill (shortest 8-1 Boyles-
ports; longest 12-1 William Hill).

Silence is golden, but this column still needs to be filled
WHEN you pick up your of an
evening and hurriedly rip through the
pages to get to this column I bet you a
thousand bucks you don’t give an
instant’s thought to the effort it takes to
imprint the very words you are reading.
Forget a moment the men who dodge
traffic to sell the paper. Forget those
who speed across the city and heft a
bundle of Echos on to a shop’s
ice-cream freezer. Forget the printers,
the sub-editors who correct the spelling
and the lawyers who comb my copy for
inappropriate references to underwear.
It all begins with a blank page; a white
rectangle with a black cursor flickering
in its upper left-hand corner.
But not every evening when I tip over
my mental jug do words spill out. In
such an instance I’ll often have to turn

on my mental oven for 15 minutes so I
can serve up a half-baked idea with a
sprinkling of syllables. Not exactly
nutritious gambling advice, but it fills a
hole in the paper.
Concerned about having to stare at that
cursor for another long hour last night,
racking my brain for a recipe for a
column (while also pondering if you
‘rack’ or ‘wrack’ your brain), I had a
lightbulb moment.
A visit to the Gate cinema on
Wednesday night to watch
planted the acorn of the idea in my
head: an article without words.
Yesterday at work I kept scthum about
my scheme, but my boss, as he usually
is, was on to me. He beckoned me with
a finger into what he refers to as his
office, but which in reality means I am

to swivel my chair the three feet
towards his desk.
His stare said it all.
I sensed my ploy was rumbled but
recovered by intimating we could fill it
with sound effects. I did this by picking
a stapler off his desk and leaving it
crash to the floor.
My boss seemed annoyed, but it was
only when I attempted and failed to
arch my eyebrow that he snarled (boss

leaves out a low bellow), hastening my
departure.
A moment later he tapped my shoulder
and when I turned he was wagging his
finger at me in a gesture I took to
mean, try anything of the sort and you’ll
regret it and I’ll throw in some stupid tip
for a horse like you usually do when
you haven’t got a clue.
I assented by giving him not one, but
two thumbs up.
Aha! It takes more to silence me, or in
this case, make me communicate.
Right under his nose, if behind his
back, I trawled the internet in total
silence looking for a good tip for the
weekend. Oscar betting was my quarry
and on checking the prices on my tip
from a few months back (George
Clooney and Meryl Streep for best

performance gongs) I found that
although both were no longer
favourites, a double on them had
shortened from the 6-1 to 4-1.
Mulling over what I’d tip on the bus
home, the man in the seat next to me
caught my eye and pointed to a racing
result in the paper he was gripping. No
Information had come in 14th of 14 at
Kempton on Wednesday night, wildly
scuppering that day’s Longshot and
when he rose for his stop he shook a
fist at me.
RECOMMENDATION: Our hero
survived this dice with death and his
finger now hovers over the delete
button. If you are reading this the sports
editor has had his dastardly way and
we advise you to back Black Zorro,
10-1, 8.20pm at Dundalk.

DR CROKE’S second-half collapse
in the AIB All-Ireland Club SFC
semi-final blew our chances of
landing a 2-1 match betting
winner (1.5pts Paddy Power,
William Hill) despite trading at
1-14 in-running leading 1-5 to 0-1
well into the first-half. Our two
speculative man of the match
investments also floundered.

Cork's new coach Jimmy Barry Murphy (left) and selector, Ger Cunningham face the first real test of their new
tenure when Cork play Waterford in Páirc Uí Rinn tomorrow night. Picture:

TOMORROW
NHL,Cork v Waterford,Setanta Ireland,6.30pm


