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POLITICS can make
strange bedfellows. But,
let’s face it, what doesn’t
these days? Last week I
woke up next to a deer.
In conclusion, nobody can
be too sure what sort of
thingymajig will be
governing us come the
start of next week. It could
be Fianna Fáil-PDs. Fine
Gael-Labour-Greens.
Fianna Fáil-Labour. Fianna
Fáil-Sinn Féin. And if
e-voting machines had
been allowed, we may
have even have had the
opportunity to live under
the benevolent dictatorship
of Jackie Healy-Rae.
For some people it is
difficult to get excited about
the election. I have
conducted my own polls
and the answer that keeps
coming back to me from
several men on the street
is: Why vote? Sure they’re
all the same.
This is why, now in election
week, I’m having serious
regrets about not running
myself.
What would I have stood
for?
I’m glad I asked myself that
question.
I believe the O’Shea party
would have been a voice
that pleased none of the
people all of the time.
Going forward, as you do,
we would have kept a tight
rein on the economy, being
as we are, firm believers in
‘No taxation without a
repressed nation.’
Of course, there would be
a slight socialist tinge to
our policies, and we would
have been in favour of
taking over the means of
reproduction (in support of
the labour movement) and
the redistribution of health.
I know that what I have
said so far policy-wise has
been a little abstract, so
getting down to the brass
tacks in the bare bones,
here are some ideas we
have on key election
issues.
Health: We believe there
should be some lateral
thinking on this. Who are
those taking up most of the
hospital beds these days?
Let’s not mince words: it’s
old people. And as the
country’s mortality rate
rises, there will only be
further trouble ahead. We
have to draw the line
somewhere. So I would be
in favour of killing old
people.
In Britain, when somebody
reaches the age of 100 the
Queen sends them a
telegram with their name
on it. We would like
something similar, but our
80-year-olds would get a
bullet with their name on it.
Crime: There has been a
lot of focus on getting more

gardaí on the street. Is this
really what we need? In
contrast, our aim would be
to get more criminals off
the street.
Others may believe that I
would be soft on drugs,
given my personal history,
but I can honestly say that
while I did once eat a
cannabis cake, I didn’t
digest.
On the prison service, and
jailbirds in general, we
would outlaw the use of
budgies in our
maximum-security
institutions, allowing only
stool pigeons or those who
can sing like a canary.
Environment: We all want
cleaner air, but we would
be the people to get out
there and do something
about it. Under my
government, each citizen
would be required to spend
10 minutes of the day
spraying air freshener into
the sky, thus giving the
city’s atmosphere a nice,
clean mountainy dew
aroma.
Corruption: We would use
white envelopes.
Immigration: The story of
the Iranian cyclists who
sneaked into the country is
one that reminds me of the
first foreigners (outside of
British people) I remember
meeting in this country.
They too were Iranians and
this is a true story. My dad
was supposed to entertain
these businessmen while
they were in the country
and I’ll never forget when
he brought us (the family)
up to meet them. They
were in their rented house
in Tivoli and one fella was
inside looking at the snowy
TV while the other two
were out the back garden
twirling the clothesline
trying to get a better
reception. I went to use the
toilet at one stage and
there were hand towels
shoved down the cistern.
And as a going away
present they gave my
brother and me some nuts
covered in washing
po w de r.
What I’m trying to say is,
even if they are not filling
the jobs that we won’t
work, foreigners bring
cultural differences full of
h u mo u r.
Economy: Take my main
opposition, the Xe } x s
company, with their spoof
election promises. Well, Mr
Tayto, I remember when I
was a teenager making
crisp sandwiches, filling
four slices and thus two
sandwiches. I can barely
make one and a half these
days and the fourth slice is
redundant.
That’s it. I’m off to French
kiss some babies. Don’t
forget to vote.

Man jailed for rape
of 16-year-old girl

Burgled woman is ‘living in fear’

A CORKMAN who raped a teenage
girl after he and his brother spent
€300 on cocaine and alcohol has
been jailed for four years by Ms
Justice Maureen Clark at the Cent-
ral Criminal Court.

Keith Walsh, a 27-year-old plasterer of Ar-
dcullen, Hollyhill, was found guilty in
March of raping a 16-year-old girl, who said
Walsh was “on a buzz from cocaine” on the
night he raped her.

Walsh denied raping the girl on October
23, 2005, and claimed they had consensual
sex in the back-seat of his car.

Detective Garda Sean O’Donoghue told
prosecuting counsel Diarmuid McGuinness
SC that Walsh at first denied he met the
complainant at all but later admitted it.

The court heard Walsh has 37 previous
convictions, including one for possession of

taking cocaine. Walsh’s brother and the
other girl got out of the car in a quiet area to
smoke cannabis, while Walsh drove a short
distance further on with the victim.

She said that although she was happy to
kiss him she told Walsh as they drove into
the countryside that there was no need be-
cause she was “not going to do anything for
him.”

After she refused sex, he held her down,
pulled off her underwear and raped her on
the back seat of his car a short distance
from where they had dropped her friend and
his brother.

Ms Justice Clark said to Walsh’s parents
and girlfriend at the end of the trial in
March: “My heart goes out to you that
you’ve had to listen to these details.”

She also wished the victim and her
mother the best for the future and said:
“Thank you for being so brave.”

drugs and several public order and road
traffic offences.

Ms Justice Clark said Walsh and his
brother spent €300 that night on cocaine
and alcohol, and that the defendant drove
while drunk despite already having ac-
quired a drink driving conviction just days
ea rlie r.

Ms Justice Clark said the victim impact
report showed the girl now suffers from low
self-esteem and has emotional problems,
finding herself crying quite often, and had
lost interest in her appearance.

Walsh continued to deny the rape and had
shown no remorse, the judge said.

The victim described how she and two
girlfriends took a lift from Walsh and his
brother after midnight, and, after dropping
off one girl, the four drove into the coun-
t r y s ide.

She said Walsh was on “a buzz” from

Judge pays tribute to forgiving family

A CORK woman, whose home was
burgled by a teenager, will only go
to sleep with a hurley at her
bedside.
The culprit has been jailed for two
years. Judge Patrick J. Moran lifted
the protection on the publication of
Jonathan Duggan’s identity even
though he is a juvenile.
“I most certainly will allow him to
be named. Everyone should know
about this young man and what he
has done — it is in the public
interest,” said the judge.
Duggan, aged 17, of 65 Ballinderry
Park, Mayfield, Cork, went to the
home of the 62-year-old in Cork
city on June 21 last.

By LIAM HEYLIN
Court Report

The judge imposed a one-year
sentence on Duggan for this
burglary. He imposed two further
consecutive one-year sentences
on him for other serious offences.
But he suspended the last year of
the three-year total.
Garda Keating said Duggan carried
out an attempted robbery at the
Cow Bar in Mayfield with a scarf
around his face and carrying an
imitation sawn-off shotgun. A
student working there at the time
tackled Duggan and tried to disarm
him. Duggan struck him a number
to times on the head with the
imitation weapon and then fled the
scene.

The scarf fell from his face during
this altercation and he was
identified in this way.
Detective Garda Michael Kelleher
said the same defendant went to
the Mace shop at Old Youghal
Road, Cork, on the same date
where there was a young woman
working alone behind the counter.
Duggan vaulted the counter,
pushed her against the wall,
threatening to kill her and robbed
€200 from the till.
Niamh Stewart, barrister, said the
accused was apologetic to the
victims. She said he was off his
head on drugs at the time but had
since given up drugs.

The woman woke at 3am to see
Duggan in her bedroom. Duggan
left the room, the woman called
her husband and the defendant
fled without taking anything.
Garda Mark Keating said the victim
was very frightened by the ordeal.
“She sleeps now with a hurley
beside the bed,” he said.
Judge Moran said at Cork Circuit
Criminal Court: “This is a serious
matter where the victim has trouble
sleeping and has to have a hurley
beside her bed. She is living in fear
in her own house.”

Two years, €40k fine for running five brothels

A LEARNER driver who drove into a pensioner
as she walked home from Saturday evening
Mass, and fatally injured her, was given a
suspended jail sentence.
Darren Naughton, aged 19, of 12 Industry
Place, off Barrack Street, Cork, was before
Cork Circuit Criminal Court for sentencing on a
charge of dangerous driving causing the death
of Patricia Daly at Tramore Road, Cork, on
August 12, 2006. He previously pleaded guilty.
The defendant had only purchased the Opel
Astra days before. Naughton picked up some
friends and was on the way to Garyvoe for a
weekend away when the accident happened.
Sergeant Pat Harrington said the driver turned
momentarily to the front seat passenger and
when he looked back in front of him he was just

about to collide with Mrs Daly, aged 75. He had
no time to react. The victim died at the scene.
In an emotional court hearing yesterday,
Geraldine Daly, daughter of the deceased, said
it was the wish of herself, her two sisters and
their father that the defendant would not be
jailed.
“It has obviously been a very difficult year for
the family, with a lot of suffering. We would not
like to see any more suffering.
“ My father is praying that when you (Judge
Moran) look at Darren Naughton you would be
lenient. We have discussed this and our mother
would not have wanted it. My mother would say
in her own words, ‘It could have been one of
our own’,” said Ms Daly.
Naughton has previously met with the Daly

family by arrangement with Togher gardaí.
Naughton apologised again in open court
yesterday: “I am deeply sorry for what
happened. To the family (of the late Mrs Daly)
and all the people in the car with me, I am
deeply sorry.”
Judge Moran said that the defendant was not
driving at high speed although he might have
been travelling slightly faster that the permitted
50km/h.
“We must all be vigilant on the roads. We must
not take our eye off the road. Unfortunately,
drivers do, and accidents happen,” he said.
The judge said the Daly family had been very
generous in their attitude to the accused.
Naughton was banned from driving for seven
years.

A FORMER cruise ship chef who
ran five city-centre brothels in
Dublin has been sentenced to two
years in prison and fined €40,000
by Judge Frank O’Donnell at
Dublin Circuit Criminal Court.
Paul Humphreys, aged 63, a native
of Cork city, was estimated to have
earned as much as €780,000 a
year from the proceeds of the
brothels, prosecuting counsel,
Fergal Foley BL, told Judge
O’Donnell.
Judge O’Donnell heard that bank
accounts in Cyprus have been
frozen and proceedings are
underway for the sequestration of
Humphreys’ other assets.

Humphreys, who now resides in
Cyprus, pleaded guilty to knowingly
allowing premises to be used for
the purpose of prostitution between
August 31, 2005 and March 26,
2006.
Detective Garda Deirdre Conway
told Mr Foley that when gardaí
arrived to arrest Humphreys they
found him in his kitchen counting
stacks of money — totalling
€30,000 — and tallying it against
several worksheets.
Further sums were found in
various places in the brothels,
making a total of €41,646
recovered during the operation.
Det Gda Conway said the brothels

were staffed by anything up to five
girls at one time on a shift basis.
There were two shifts a day.
The girls were mainly from Eastern
Europe and charged €150 for a
half hour and €250 for a full hour
of which they were allowed to keep
half. She said that in one 10-hour
shift over two brothels, there were
47 clients who brought in €8,730.
Sean Gillane BL defending, said
that Humphreys had no
involvement with human trafficking
and did not employ underage girls
or those with a specific
v u lne r abili t y.
Mr Gillane said the premises were
clean and well maintained, the girls

were paid in full according to the
terms agreed and nobody had a
complaint about Humphreys’
personal behaviour at any time
during the investigation.
Judge O’Donnell said he disagreed
with the maximum fine allowable
compared with the amount of
money Humphreys would have
made. “It is wrong that he should
be walking away with a lot of
money in his pocket.”
The judge backdated the start of
the sentence to the date of his
arrest and suspended the
remaining portion of the sentence
pending payment of the €40,000
fine.


