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Joshua Tree, who had a very impressive 4-1 win over the Local in the quarter-final of the CDO Beamish B
Division Cup played at the Hollyhill Inn on Monday last.

CDO DARTS

THE LONGSHOT

Robert
O’Shea

By Frank Goulding

CRICKET

Forsyth saga
can have a
good ending

IT’S fitting the Nelson Mandela Champion-
ship will take place in South Africa on the
same week the man himself gets his
send-off.
Scot Scott Jamieson won the inaugural

tournament 12 months ago for his maiden
European Tour victory in a rain-shortened
36-hole event (judging by the Mandela
funeral, there is a lot of rain down on the tip
of Africa this time of the year).
It’s a tournament finding its feet on a

course not many of the field will be too fa-
miliar with so that a raft of local favourites
(out-of-form Branden Grace, European
Tour maiden voyager George Coetzee,
and t Darren Fichardt) are hovering around
the 16/1 mark is hardly surprising.
But I’m shocked Coral are offering

two-time Tour winner Alastair Forsyth at 200/
1. The Scot won his tour card back last
month after two years of trying and someone
of his undoubted talent who will be grateful
to get a second bite of the PGA cherry could
well make an impact at that price.
Back to the funeral for a moment: the

highlight was when Barack Obama ex-
changed paws with Raul Castro, a US
president greeting a Cuban leader with
courtesy for the first time in half a century.
There have been numerous recent occa-

sions when footballers have been reprim-
anded for not shaking hands, but perhaps
the most famous Irish example was when
Gay Byrne failed to clutch palms with Gerry
Adams before interviewing him on the

20 years ago.
I’ve encountered Adams twice. On the

first occasion he breezed through on a tour
of our Academy Street offices, without
throwing a glance, nevermind an out-
stretched arm in my direction.
The second time, I walked into a lift in a

Dublin hotel and he followed me in. I was
wearing a Kerry jersey. He was wearing a
suit.
On our descent we stopped at another

floor and picked up an elderly couple wear-
ing Armagh jerseys. They were chatting
and failed to peg our famous fellow elevat-
or passenger until he turned and smiled at
them (not me) when alighting on the
ground floor.
“Was that Gerry Adams?” the old man

asked me.
“I don’t think so,” I said, “unless he’s

grown a beard.”
I left them staring at me, thinking to

myself what I’d said was very funny until I
walked straight into the back of our Gerry,
who I judged to have overheard, from his
own stare when he turned around
I departed, digits ungripped again.
Third time lucky I suppose.
Recommendation: Alastair Forsyth to

win the golf in South Africa at 200/1.

Teams aim
to win final
deciders

National
Cup draw
finalised

THE RSA Irish Senior Cup and
National Cup draws were made
last week with the Cork sides not
having the most favourable of
draws, but it could be argued that
this is always the case,

.
Last year it was Cork Harle-

quins who were the lucky ones
with a home draw, but this year its
their neighbours Cork County
who avoid the travelling.
While they are at home it has to

be said that they will be hosting
one of the sides that no-one
wanted in Donemana CC from
the North West Cricket Union
(NWCU).
A side which is feared all over

the county and one which is full of
national youth and EPP squad
members.
Man for man the Derrymen are

stronger than their Cork counter-
parts but is this attitude and the
fact that the current NWCU Cup
holders don’t travel outside their
union that well that might see the
local powerhouse have a glimmer
of hope.
The visitors will arrive on

Leeside with a worryingly cocky
mind-set as far as they’re con-
cerned and if County are brave
and innovative with their spinners
then they could ask some
questions of the skill levels and
fuel the bravado of the Tyrone
men.
With the visiting batsmen being

aggressive from ball one,
changes of pace will be key to up-
set the rhythm of the powerful hit-
ters from one to 11.
The homeside’s bowlers should

be capable of applying pressure
once the required plans are ex-
ecuted, but it’s the batters who
traditionally don’t fire on these oc-
casions.
They will need a few of the top

order to step-up to the mark and
set a total that they can defend,
and anything over 180 could be
tricky with the big boundaries at
the Mardyke.
Cork Harlequins travel to

Sydney Parade where they play
an up and coming Pembroke side
and with the amount of first team
players lost in the off season, it’s
a case of damage limitation for
the Farmers Cross outfit.
There will be potentially six of

their key personnel unavailable
for a number of reasons and it
might be a chance to give some
of the younger players a go in Ire-
lands biggest club competition.
It should be a bridge too far for

the youthful Quins side who will
be out of their depth against one
of the strongest sides in Leinster
but the only hope is that they will
learn some valuable lessons in a
tough environment which will
stand to them in the future.
Midleton host Ballahadreeen

CC in the National Cup and its
hope that the East Corkmen’s ex-
perience will tell in what could be
a lively encounter against a side
who haven’t been in operation for
that long.

LAST Monday saw all Beam-
ish Cup play-off games,
apart from the Cork Darts
Organisation A division cup,
being played, and Monday
coming we have three finals
with an additional final on
Tuesday.

The Glenryan Tavern is the venue
on Monday night for the playing of
both semi-finals and final of the
Cork Darts Organisation Beamish A
Division Cup, with the four quali-
fied teams being the Shamrock Bar,
Anglers Sports Lounge, Joshua Tree
and Brian Dillon’s GAA Club.

Brian Dillon’s came through to
take the second qualifying place
ahead of the Tower Bar as they won
the head-to-head final section game
between the sides by 5-2 to join the
already qualified Shamrock Bar.

The Joshua Tree’s first team en-
joyed a 4-3 win in their final section
match against the Anglers Sports
Lounge, but it wasn’t enough to
overtake the Sports Lounge who en-
joyed a four-point lead at the top go-
ing into the game.

But both teams had already done
enough to claim their playoff places
at the Glenryan Tavern on Monday
night.

The semi-final line-up at the
Glenryan Tavern on Monday will be
as follows: Shamrock Bar v Joshua
Tree, and Anglers Sports Lounge v
Brian Dillon’s, with both semi-finals
to commence at 8.30pm with the fi-

nal to follow.
The semi-finals and final of the

Beamish B Division Cup will be
played at the Joshua Tree also on
Monday night, and after last
Monday’s quarter-finals it was the
Laurel Bar, Island Tavern, Maple
Leaf and Joshua Tree who made it
through.

Laurel Bar scored a 4-2 win over
the Muskerry Arms in what was a
really good game at the Joshua Tree
with very little between the two
teams.

The Glenryan Tavern was the
venue for another two quarter-finals
and it certainly brought no luck to
either of the Gerald Griffin sides
competing at the venue as the
first squad went down 4-3 to the
Maple Leaf, while the second team
also lost out on a semi-final place as
they went down 4-2 to the Island
Tavern.

Teams from the Joshua Tree have
a recent good pedigree in the Beam-
ish B Division Cup and it was no dif-
ferent at the Hollyhill Inn on
Monday night as another Josh team
kept up with a similar run of
success by advancing to the semi-fi-
nals at the Joshua Tree on this com-
ing Monday night with a very im-
pressive 4-1 win over a fine Local
team.

The line-up then at the Joshua
Tree for the semi-finals is as follows:
Laurel v Island tavern, and Maple
Leaf v Joshua Tree, with both
semi-finals to begin at 8.30pm sharp
and the final to follow.

Riverstown Inn moved a step
nearer to their second success this
season, when they came through
their quarter-final against Jack
Fords with a 4-3 win at the Local,
while in the second quarter-final
played at the Local it was victory for
recently promoted Tom Lynch’s by
4-2 over Murphy’s Rock.

Wolfe scored a fine 4-0 win over
Baker Street in their quarter-final
played at the Gallows, while eternal
bridesmaids in finals the Cow
have giving themselves another
shot at glory with a 4-3 win over the
Local.

The semi-final line-up at the Local
on Monday night has Riverstown
Inn playing Tom Lynch’s, and Wolfe
Tone facing off against the Cow in
the semi-finals at 8.30pm with the fi-
nal to follow.

Tuesday night will see the action
at Tom Lynch’s on Barrack Street
with the final of the Junior Cup be-
ing staged at the venue and the
line-up here has Lakelands doing
battle with Ma Dullea’s with the fi-
nal to commence at 9.30pm.

In last Monday night’s semifinals,
Lakelands had a 4-3 win over Ballin-
collig GAA Club, while Ma Dullea’s
had a 4-3 win against the Anglers
Sports Lounge.


