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How the
league is

structur ed
THERE are 32 NFL teams, split
between the NFC and the AFC and
subdivided into four divisions in
each. Most major cities have a fran-
chise though, unlike Major League
Baseball, the NBA and the NHL, the
league has no teams in Canada
largely because of the existence of
the Canadian Football League.

The NFL season commences
with a four game pre-season
running from late July to late Au-
gust.

The regular season involves
each team playing 16 times over

17 weeks between September and
December. Twelve teams reach the
play-offs — the eight winners of
each division and four wildcards, the
two from each conference with the
best records.

The play-off tournament starts in
January when the four wild cards
play the four lowest seeded division-
al winners.

Two weeks ago the Patriots
crushed the Jets, the Colts over-
came Kansas City, the Eagles beat
the Giants and the Seahawks
scraped past the Cowboys.

Last week in the divisional playoff
games the Patriots upset the Char-
gers, the Colts beat the Ravens,
while the Saints edged past
Philidelpia and the Bears beat
Seattle. The two surviving teams
from the playoffs meet in Confer-
ence Championship games this
weekend with the winners facing
one another in Super Bowl XLI.

Who plays
where in
the NFL?
AMERICAN FOOTBALL
CONFERENCE (AFC)

East:
Buffalo Bills, New York
Miami Dolphins
New England Patriots, Boston
New York Jets, New Jersey
North:
Baltimore Ravens
Cincinnati Bengals
Cleveland Browns
Pittsburgh Steelers
South:
Houston Texans
Indianapolis Colts
Jacksonville Jaguars
Tennessee Titans
We s t :
Denver Broncos
Kansas City Chiefs
Oakland Raiders
San Diego Chargers

NATIONAL FOOTBALL
CONFERENCE (NFC)

East:
Dallas Cowboys
New York Giants, New Jersey
Philadelphia Eagles
Washington Redskins, Maryland
North:
Chicago Bears
Detroit Lions
Green Bay Packers
Minnesota Vikings, Minneapolis
South:
Atlanta Falcons
Carolina Panthers, Charlotte
New Orleans Saints
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
We s t :
Arizona Cardinals
St Louis Rams
San Francisco 49ers
Seattle Seahawks

ACQUAINTED WITH THE SPORT OF AMERICAN FOOTBALL

TO WATCH ON SUNDAY NIGHT
Miami Dolphins: 2/1974
Tampa Bay Buccaneers: 1/2003
Baltimore Ravens: 1/2001
LA/St Louis Rams: 1/2000
Chicago Bears: 1/1986
Baltimore/Indianapolis Colts:
1/1971
Kansas City Chiefs: 1/1970
New York Jets: 1/1969

No 12 — quarterback for the New
England Patriots

College: Michigan
Height: 6-4
Weight: 225
Born: 3/8/1977
THE draft is a great system — the
worst teams of the previous year get
the initial and, in theory, best picks of
the top college players. It’s democratic
and has resulted in 17 different teams
sharing 40 Super Bowls.
Then a player like Tom Brady proves
that you never can tell.
Drafted a lowly
199th in the
2000 draft,
the Patri-
ots le-
gend has
become
the best
player
in the

modern era, one of the most consist-
ent quarterbacks ever and, along with
Joe Montana, Terry Bradshaw and
Troy Aikman, one of only four to win
three Super Bowls or more.
He’s been the ultimate franchise play-
er since he stepped into the starting
slot in 2001 and led the Patriots to
their first title at Super Bowl XXXVI,
winning MVP. He’s added two more
rings since, won the Sports Illustrated
Sportsman of the Year, hosted
Wexyvhe} Rmklx Pmzi, boasts a stagger-
ing 12-1 playoff win-loss record, has
led 24 match-winning drives, is
ice-cool and yet possesses that spark
of ingenuity needed to break down the
toughest defences.
His wholesome all-American looks
and his nice-guy demeanour would be

grating if he wasn’t such a dogged
competitor and a winner.
Brady has already twice faced down

the other pin-up quarter-back of
the US middle classes,

Peyton Manning, in the
playoffs and won.
Super Bowl XLI could
well be another Brady
Bowl...

TOM BRADY

No 25 — Running Back for the
New Orleans Saints

College: Southern California
Height: 6-0
Weight: 203

Born: 2/3/1985
Acquired: Second pick in the 2006
draft.
IN the US they love a phenom.
An electric rookie who
seems destined for
greatness, a lightning
rod for excitement,
loaded with potential.

If the Saints have been the story of the NFL
in the 2006-07 season, then Reggie Bush
has been the pin-up boy for the transform-
ation of the franchise.

A running back, Bush was selected
second in the draft in 2006 after a

stunning 2005 with Southern California
where he led the nation with an average

of 222.3 all-purpose yards per game

and rushed for
1,740 yards and 16

touchdowns.
He also added 37 receptions for 478
yards and a pair of TDs and returned 18

punts for 179 yards.
Bush is the latest in a line of powerful

running backs who have made such forceful
impressions on the regular season in the NFL
— Shaun Alexander (Seattle) and LaDainian
Tomlinson (San Diego) were voted MVPs of
the league in 2005 and 2006 respectively and
both broke the record for most touchdowns in
the regular season.
Unlike other rookies, who often fade out after
promising starts to their first seasons with the
big boys, Reggie had a high-impact conclusion
to the regular season and was prominent in his
first playoff game last weekend.
If he can carry for a 100-plus yards and a
touchdown or two against the miserly Bears
defence this Sunday, then the Saints should
win.

REGGIE BUSH

Most Superbowl
Wins / Last Win

Pittsburgh Steelers:
5/2006
Dallas Cowboys:
5/1996
San Francisco
49ers: 5/1995
New England
Patriots: 3/2005
Green Bay Packers:
3/1997
Washington Red-
skins: 3/1992
Oakland / LA Raid-
ers: 3/1984
Denver Broncos:
2/1999
New York Giants:
2/1991

diffe ren t
game

SUPERBOWL WINNERS


